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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

WILLIAM A. MEGRATH, OF MACON, GEORGIA.

RAILROAD-TICKET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 396,591, dated January 22, 1889.

Application filed February 14, 1888, Serial No, 264,018,

(No model,) Patented in BelQium_ Aprﬂ 3, 1888, No, 81,278. |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wir.rr1am A. MEGRATH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ma-

~con,in the county of Bibb and State of Georgia,

have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Railroad-Tickets, (f01 which 1
have obtained Lettem Patent "in Belgium
April 3, 1888, No. 81,278;) and I do hel‘eby de-
clare the followi mg to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to malke and use the same.

My invention relates to certain new and use-
ful improvements in railroad-tickets, and pau-
ticularly to that class of tickets known as
“mileage-tickets,” entitling the purchaser
during a limited term to ride for a certain
&ggregate number of miles upon the road of
the company issuing it.

Prior to my invention it has heen proposed
to 1ssue such tickets in the form of a book con-
taining separable coupons, each coupon bear-
g upon its face its own number, the number
of the ticket, and,
like, designating the road issuing the ticket,
and such other printed matter as may be
found convenient in identifying or auditing
the coupons. FKach of the couponshas 111:11‘1{9(1
upon 1ts surface numerals from 0 to 9, inclu-
sive, each of said numerals repr esentmc- a
mile of travel, thereby dividing the entire
ticket into deelmal parts, so that in detaching
or ‘“lifting” the number of coupons corre-
sponding to the distance traveled 1n any par-
ticular instance the number of coupons to be
so detached may be readily calculated by the
conductor.

In someinstancesitisevident that the num-
ber of miles covered by a given journey will
be intermediate hetween decimals of the en-
fire ticket, and that consequently the num-
bers on the detached coupons will not indi-

- eate to the auditor, when turned in, the full
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distance traveled. By means of _my inven-

tion 1 am enabled to give such an indication

to the auditor 11*1131101113 inereasing the amount
of printing upon the ticket or 1‘(5 cost.

A further object of my invention is to en-
able the conductor, after lifting the coupons
for a given journey, to indicate 1 upon the next

succeedmﬂ coupon the number of coupons

generally, initials or the |t

rary binding

last lifted, ther'eb} preventing the passenger
from fmudulentl}r claiming- that a greater
number of coupons have been lifted, tlms Se-
curing a longer ride than he is Jﬂ%l} en-
tltled to. | --

- In the accompanying drawings, 111uSL1*&tive
of my invention, Figure 1 1‘61)1"65611135 the same

a8 embodied 1in book form, the book being
. shown as partially open in 01’-der Nore

fully
to illustrate the invention. Fig. 2 represents
the same in perspective, partly broken away.
Fig. 3 represents one of the sheets of sepa-
rate supplemental coupons; and Fig. 4 repre-
sents a portion of the main tlcket showing
also the auditor’s check, partly broken away.

Similar letters of 1*efer ence indicate similar
parts throughout the several views.

Referring to the drawings, AB indicatethe

covers inclosing the main body of the ticket
and the supplemental coupons. These cov-
ers are connected by a flexible hinge, C, of
leather, fabrie, or the like, and at&pomtnear
said ]11]106 to one of said covers there is at-
tached an elastic band, D. The main body
of the ticket is at one of its extremities pasted
or otherwise united to the cover A at a point
near the hinge C. This is the only point of
connection between the ticket and either
cover, 80 that the ticket, in order to be in-
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cluded within the book, isfolded, as indicated

in Kig. 1, each fold being of a length approxi-
mating as nearly as may be to the length of
the book- -covers. When the coversare elosed

| asindicated 1n Kig. 2, the elastic band D holds
the foldedticket in plaee readily,whilestill con-

venlently permitting the éconductor to slip out
from under the elastic band as many of the
folds as are necessary to be detached for the
particulartrip. Whenasingle coupon,orany
number less than a fold, is to be detached
tfrom the ticket, the 13601111&1‘ location -of the
band D permlts this to be done without loosen-
ing the folds of the ticket from their tempo-
, thereby obviating the incon-
venience of ha\fmb the folds Slip out from the
book, as might sometimes happen.

The supplemental COUpOnS are UPON SePa-
rate sheets or leaves corre esponding in length
to the book-covers, and each. sheet 18 attached
to the cover B of the book at its inner edge,
as indicated. The main body of the ticket i 1
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the ‘trip for which the -

these mnumbers

preferably provided with an auditor’s check,
E, as indicated in Fig. 4, detachaby secured
to the first coupon, F. \\ hen the ticket is
first used by the traveler, this cheeck 18 re-
tained by the conductor for transmission to
the auditor.

The coupons ma]unn up the entire ticket—

four of which coupons, I G II J, are shown in

I'ig.4—are separated from each Otherby cdivid-
111ﬂ~1111es, as shown, but are united in a single
continuous sheet or strip adapted to be folded
within the covers, asshown anddescribed with
reference to Fig. 1. The coupons and audit-
or’s check are each provided with a number
corresponding to the number of the ticket,
as indicated at 0000, at the upper 1 'wht—]mnd
corner of the said ooupone. and eheeL The
coupons may also conveniently bear initials
and such other printed matter as may be
found necessary for their ready identification
in auditing. They are numbered consecu-
tively, as shown beginning with the number
1 for the %eeond COUPON. Thl% number indi-

cates to the auditor the particular coupon or
couponsliftedand enables them tobe arranged

athis office when they are turned in, 80 as to

reproduce the original ticket. Hach coupon
is provided with a row of numbers ranging
consecutively from 0 to 9. If, now, a passen-

ger should ride for a distance, say, of fourteen

1’11116%, beginning with the first coupon, the
CO nduetor can only 1ift the first coupon, If.
My ticket, however, provides a means to 11n-
dicate to the audltor upon said ticket If the
number of miles traveled in excess of said
coupon. This is effected in the tfollowing
manner: The conductor folds the ticket along
the line « O until the backs of coupons Iff and
G-are in contact with each other. lle then
punches out, the figure 4 in coupon G and si-
multaneously pullohes out a corresponding
portion of the coupon I, as indicated at c. It
will be noted that the perforation ¢ 1s directly
over the numeral 4 on coupon If. "'bis will
indicate to the auditor that upon the coupon
G the mumber 4 has been punched, thereby
showing that a distance of four miles in ex-
cess of the. coupon I has been traveled upon
._ sald coupon L was
lifted. Itwill be noted thaﬁc the numbers O-to

9 upon the coupons are located exactly above

one another and so disposed with regard to
the dividing-line -between the coupons that
when folded back upon said dividing-line a
punch*mark through a number upon one of
the upper coupons W]ll give a corresponding
perforation exactly above and near the like
nitmber upon the next lower coupon.

At the left-hand side of each coupon is lo-

cated transversely thereof a series of num-
bers, 0 to 9, as indicated. The purpose of
is-as follows: After the con-

ductor -has lifted a number of coupons corre-
sponding to the number of ‘miles-announced
by the passenger as the-extent of his trip, he
"fpuuthes wupon the last undetached coupon by

—_——— [ — ———— —

the passenger, as he cannot -

of the drawing-room or slee
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means of the said series of numbers the dis-
tance for which he has just collected coupons.
Thus, if after using a portion of his ticket the

| passenger announces his intention to ride one

hundred and twenty miles, the conductor, at-
ter lifting coupons corresponding to that num-

ber of miles, punches from the outermost row

of figures upon the last undetached coupon
the number 1, from the intermediate row the
number 2, and from the inner row the num-
ber 0. This punching serves as a check on
then pretend that
the conductor has raised a larger number of
coupons than that representing one hundred

and twenty miles, and therelw secure a 1011-

ger ride than he 1s justly entitled to. |
The supplenental couponsindicated in If1g.

3 hear the same ticket-number and ]_ettermn
as the coupons of the main ticket. The pur-
pose of these supplemental coupons is as fol-
lows: The conductor, after lifting a number
of coupons from the main ticket corresponding
to the distance to be traveled, writes upon
one of these supplemental coupons the dis-
tance so traveled, and the said supplemental
coupon is handed by the traveler to the porter
bing car -at the
time that the porter receives the drawing-
room -or sleeping car check. The traveler
therefore, after having the main coupons
lifted, need not be disturbed until the end of
hig journey, and retaining himself the book

of unused coupons said book is not liable to

be lost by the porter, nor can any pretext be
afforded the passenger for elaiming that when
out-of his custody some-of the-coupons have
been removed from the book. Again, these

supplemental coupons may be used by the
105

conductor when the distance traveled for any
particular trip is less than the number requi-
site to justify the lifting of one of the main
coupons. In such -case the conductor, after
punching out upon the main coupon- the dis-

| tance traveled,in theordinarymanner,ashere-

inbefore deSellbed writes upon one of these
supplemental coupons the number of miles

“thus punched, and then lifts said supple-

mental coupon so that it may be turned in to
the auditor. By this expedient the auditor
is furnished with an dmmediate record of
every small trip without being obliged to wait
until the main coupon is turned ‘in upon-a
stieceeding trip.

Having Thus de%onbed my invention, what
I claim 18—

1. A railr Od(l"‘tl(‘lhet consisting of a series of
coupons having dlbtmﬂmshmn characters,

each coupon being provided with a series of

numbers, each 11111111)61' indicating a mile of
travel, and corre esponding numbers ‘being ar-

'1*&1109(1 inaline one above the-other upon the

several coupons, and at such a distance from
the dividing-line between the coupons that on
folding the coupons back to back upon said
dividing-line a punch-mark-through the num-

ber upon the upper coupon will be repros
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duced exactly abov and in immediate Prox-
imity to the corresponding number on the
lower coupon, substantially as set forth.

2. A railroad-ticket consisting of a series of
coupons bearing alH{l]lﬂHlS]llllﬂ characters,
each coupon bem pro ovided with a series of
numbers, each nmnher indicating a mile of
travel, said series being arrang ed Immedi-
ately below the lonﬂltudmal center of 1ts
coupon, and Correspondmg numbers in the
several series being arranged in a line one
above the other, substantially as and for the
purpose,s set forth.

3. A railroad-ticket consisting of a series of
coupons provided with numbels mdicating
miles of travel, and each coupon being pro-
vided with &ddltlﬂ"ﬂal numbers 1‘6131‘esel1t1nﬂ
hundreds, tens, and units, whereby on the last
undetached coupon an indication may be

given of the number of miles JlLSt honored by -
the conductor, substantially as set forth.

4. A railroad-ticket consisting of a series of
coupons bearing distinguishing characters,

each coupon being provided with a series of

numbers, each number indicating a mile of
travel, said series being arranged immediately
below the longitudinal center of its coupon,
and corresponding numbers in the several
series being arranged in a line one above the

other, and addltlolml rows of numbers repre-

%entmﬂ hundreds, tens, and units upon each
of %md COUPONS, subsbantmlly as set forth.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses. |
WILLIAM A. MEGRATH.
Witnesses:
JOHN C. PENNIE,
SCHUYLER DURYEE.
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