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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, DAvip B. CLOSSON; of
boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Mdssaehusetts,a citizen of the United States,

“have invented anew and useful Improvememt

in Boots or Shoes, of which the following is
a full, ¢lear, and e\aet deserlptmn 1"'eferenee

_bemﬂ‘ had to the accompanying drawings,

forming a part of this specification, in e\plmm
Ing its na,tur )
The invention relates to that class of boots
or shoes having a front opening extending
from the ankle-opening downward toward or
into the vamp, and the edges of which are se-
cured together by a 1&01119 -cord; and it con-
sists in a Balmoral or laced shoe or boot con-
structed as hereinafter deseribed and elmmed
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is
view in perspectn*e of a boot lmvlnn the fea—
tures of my invention. Fig. 2 is a view of a
section thereof enlarged to more tully 1'ep1*e-
sent the features of my inventiou. TFig. 3 is

a view of the reverse side of the section 1*ep-

resented in Fig. 2. Tiig. 41is a view of the re-
verse side of the section represented in Fig.
2, showing a slightly-different lacing.

A represents one part or section of the up-
per, and A’ the other, and « the opening be-
tween them,which extends from the top open-
ing,- of the boot to the upper edge of the
Vamp o (See Fig.1.) The sections A A’ of
the upper are conneeted at the lower end of
the opening « by an elastic or yielding con-
nection or piece of elastic or yielding mate-
rial, B, which, preferably, is placed upon the
mSlde of the upper, and 1s attached by its
edges 0 0’ to the sections A A’, respectively.
The edges of the sections A A’ ot the upper
which are connected by the elastic piece B
are secured together by an elastie or yielding
cord, C, which, preferably, is secured at its
lower end, ¢, by sewing, or in any other de-
sired way, to the shoe, and passed through the
eyelet-holes ¢’ in the edge of the section A’
and the eyelet-holes ¢* in the edge of the sec-
tion A, and its upper end, ¢, is also fastened
in place. T'his elastic lacing-cord is repre-
sented as continuous and as securing the edges
together by horizontal bars upon the outer

surface of the shoe, the cord passing diag-

onally from one pair of eyelets to the next
pair in order upon the inside of the shoe; but
I would say that I do not confine the inven-
tion to this form of lacing, neither do I con-
fine it to the employment of one elastic lacing-
strip, as each pair of eyelets may be connected
by elastic connections separate or distinet
from the others, if desired. This lacing by
elastic cord is of a permanent character—that
18, the section of the upper embraced by it

and by the elastic piece B does not require to
‘be laced or unlaced to provide an extension

of the opening a for the purpose of putting
on or removing the boot—while at the same
time the effect of an opening is obtained, 1
that the two sections A A’ of the upper, being
united by the yielding or elastic piece B, open
laterally in relation to each other. The sec-
tions A A’ of the upper are connected with
each other above the elastic piece B by means
of a lacing-cord, D, in the ordinary way, the
lacing-cord being passed through one or both
of the upper set of eyelets, ¢’ ¢*, which contain
a section of the elastic lacing-cord, or through
a separate eyelet or eyelets placed immeédi-
ately above the same, and then through eye-
lets or over studsin the upper along the edge
of the upper part of the opening a. 1t will

‘be seen that by this construction the effect of

a laced boot or shoe 18 obtained which in re-
ality requires each time the boot is put on or
removed the lacing or unlacing of a portien
only of the opening, while at the same time
the opening not ]_a.ced yvields or opens and
closes antomatically. Another advantage
arising from the construction is, that of neat-
ness in appearance, the lower end of the open-
ing always appearing to be uniformly and
regularly laced, the two edges of the upper
being brought closely together. Another ad-
vantage arises from the fact that the bootis
made yielding over the instep to the foot.
The elastic piece B also takes the place of the
lower end ot the tongue K, the tongue extend-
ing from the upper edge of the elastic piece
I3 to the top of the boot.
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1t will be observed that in order fto obtain '

a sufficient width of elastic fabrie, B, to per-
mit the sections A A’ of the upper t0 }fleld or
open sufficiently in relation to each other
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it is necessary that it be quite wide, and
that 1t also be secured by its edges to the boot

or shoe; also, that this would leave the adja-
cent edges of the sections A A’ free to move

in relation to each other were theyv not secured

or tied to each other by the elastic connections
or cord C, which laces or ties the said edges
down upon the elastic piece or fabric.

18 fastened or secured at its lower end and is
laced or crossed over the studs or through the
eyvelets from that end, as represented in Figs.
1, 2, and 3, I prefer to secure it to the upper
by means of a cross-bar, f, extended through

the end of the cord upon the inside of the |

shoe, and so as to span the eyelet-hole, (see
IFig. 3,) and the upper end of said cord may
have a knot or enlargement to hold or secure

the cord when laced by wedging in the recess
20 of the upper stud.
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Having thus fully described my invention,
I elaim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

'T'he herein-deseribed Balmoral or laced boot,
having the sections A and A’, the edges of
which abut, but do not overlap,the lower por-
tions of the said seetions being provided with

_ - eyelet-holes ¢’ ¢* and the upper portions there-
Where an upper lacing-cord is used which |

ol with lacing-studs or eyelet-holes, an elastic
plece, 13, and elastic cord (), connecting the
said lower portions of said sections, a non-
elastic lacing cord or cords for the upper por-
tions of said sections, and a tongue, E, cover-
Img the space or opening between said sec-
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tions, substantially as shown and described. 35

DAVID B. CLOSSON.
Witnesses:

. F. RAYMOND, 2d,
J. M. DOLAN.
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