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To all whom it may conceri: |

_Be it known that 1, GEORGE . BoyYSEN, of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadephia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
certain new and useful Improvementsin Fold-

ing Tables for the Use of Paper-Hangers, of |

which the following is a specification.
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The object of this invention is to produce
a folding table for the use of paper-hangers
which can be folded very compactly to facili-
tate 1ts transportation, and which can De
quickly and readily set up when it is to be
used. The table when in use has on its up-
per surface two longitudinally-extending me-
tallic plates of soft metal, which constitute
the cutting - surfaces on which the paper is
cut. The paper when spread on said table is

‘cut, according tothe requirements of the case,

by a rotary cutter of hard metal used in con-
nection with a straight - edged ruler. The
edge of the ruler is placed upon the paper

-above one of the metallic strips on the table,

and with this as a guide the rotary cutter in

‘the hand of the operator is drawn along the

paper against the edge of the ruler above the
metallic plate, thus insuring a clean and ac-
curate cut. T'he table folds in a manner
somewhat similar to a checker-board, the legs
of the table folding completely within the
covers tormed by the top of the table, and the
top of the table on its under side is provided
with means for retaining in position the ruler
and the rotary cutting-tool.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the table
set up ready for use. Ifig. 2 is aplan view of
the underside of the table with the legs folded
and ready to be closed. Fig. 3 is a.cross-sec-
tion of the table in a plane indicated by the
line 3 3 in Fig. 2. Figs. 4 and 5 are detailed
views of the cutting implement.

The table, which is about six feet long by
two feet wide, is composed of a top which is
longitudinally divided in its center into two
folding parts, A A, hinged together by hinges
« a. Kach folding part or section A has on
its bottom downwardly-projecting strips 0 b
on all four edges, so that when the two sec-
tions A A are folded together they will con-
stitute a hollow box.

!

Each section has on its upper side a narrosw
metallic strip, B, of soft metal—such as zinc,
brass, or copper—which extends the entire

length of the section and constitutes the cut-

ting-surface for the paper. These metallic
strips are preferably countersunk in the sur-
faces of the sections, so that their upper sur-
faces are flush with the upper surface of the
table in order to give a neat and finished ap-
pearance thereto. o __

The table is supported by four legs, C C,
two ot which are hinged beneath each section
by means of hinges ¢ ¢, so that when folded
two legs fold within each section, the two
legs 1n each section having their ends just
meeting each other when folded, as shown in
I'ig. 2. When the table is set up ready for
use, each leg is held firmly in place by means
of a small metallic rod, D, which is hinged at
one end to the bottom side of the section A,
and has on its other end a hook, d, which en-
gages an eye, ¢, on the leg. The legs are fur-
ther braced, and the two sections are pre-
vented from folding when the table is in use
by cross-braces E E between the legs at each
end of the table. Iach of these braces has
on its ends small projections f £, which enter

apertures ¢ ¢ on adjacent sides of the two

legs, so that,when the braces are in position
the legs are held at a fixed distance apart.
When the legs are folded into the sections A

A preparatory to folding the sections to-

gether, two of the legs on one of the sections
are held firmly in position by a pivoted but-
ton, I, on the under side of the section. This
button turns over the meeting ends of the
folded legs and maintains them in position,

while the section to which they are attached

18 folded down over the other section.

. It will be observed that the legs on one sec-
tion are placed close to the outer edge thereof,
whereas on the other section the legs are
placed in a central position rather nearer to
the hinged part between the two sections, so
that when the sections are folded together the
legs on the two sections will be nested side by
side, thus Insuring compactness.

By means of this construction and arrange-
ment I am enabled to make the legs C C of
sutficient thickness to render the table firm
and strong when in use, and at the same time
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render the table when folded compact and of
the minimum thickness. The legs CC are ot
a thickness greater than the distance which

the strips b O project beneath the under sur-

face of the table, as shown in Fig. 3; but owing
to the deseribed side-by-side arrangement of
the legsof the two sections when the same are
toldcd the legs are completely inclosed by the
strips b b, since the strips of one section meet

those of the other section when the table 1s

folded. A holding-button like I is needed
on one section only, since the legson the other
section will be retained in position by their
own weight.

G 1s the ruler, which is used for cutting the
paper, and w hmh is graduated into feet and
inches, so as to be 115(—‘-(1 for measuring as well
as a guide for the rotary cutter. When the
t&ble is folded, this ruleris placed lengthwise
within one of ‘rhe sections A, and 1s 1'emmul
in place therein by means of pivoted but*ons
i . When the tableisin use, arestis formed
to hold the ruler by means of hooks S S, placed
on two of the legs.

The cutting implement consists of a handle,
H, in the lower end of which is journaled a
rotm*y' cutting-wheel, I, of a hard metal, such
as tempered s‘reel In the handle are cut a
longitudinal slot, 7, and at least one circular
aperture 7, by means of which the cutter is re-
tained in position on one of the sections A
when the table is to be folded, the table being
formed with a fixed stud, 71, which passes
through the circular apelture 7, and- with a
pwoted button, /, which passes through the
slot 2, and on bema turned holds the eut‘rel
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in place while the table is folded and trans-
ported. With this tableall the necessary arti-
cles for use in hanging wall-paper are held
and transported in a very. compact manner,

and the table with the cutting-tool constitute

an exceedingly ‘efficient meehamsm for the
cutting of the paper. By means of cutting
with the rotary cutter against a metallic sur-
face the paper can be very accurately, neatly,
and quickly cut, and since the cutting-tool,
which is of tempered steel, cuts upon a Softer
metal it never requires Slmr-pemn o, and the
paper is never torn during the process of cut-
ting. |

I claim as my invention—

The folding and hinged longitudinal sec-
tions A A, havi ing dow nwardhr projecting
strips O b,1n combination with the folding legs
C C, .:1(3]1 of which is thicker than the dis-
tance which the said strips 0 b project beneath
said sections A A, two of which legs are hinged
to the under sule of each b(}(ltl()]] the leﬂs on
one side being hinged to their %ectlon cloqe to
the edge thereot, and the legs on the other
section being hinged centmlly thereto, sub-

stantially as “set forth so 1hat when the sec-

tions are folded tog ether the legs will be nested

therein, the legs of one Seetlon lying side by

side W1th the lecr's of the other section.
In w1’rne%<s whereof I have hereunto Swned
my name in the presence of two subscrlbmc-

witnesses.

Witnesses:
GEORGE L. BATTERSBY,
JOHN GRIFFITH.
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