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UNITED STATES

— Ea

— T,

PATENT OFFICE.

JOIN MARION MORRIS, OF CHICAGO, TLLINOIS

POST-OFFICE FURNITURE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 395,989, dated January 8, 1889,
| Application filed September 15,1888, Serial No. 280,475, (No model,)

To all whom it may concern:

Ie it known that I, JoEN MARION MORRIS,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
oL Chieago, in the cou nty of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Post-Office Furniture;
and I do hereby declare that the tollowing is a
tull, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to malke and use the
same.

LThis invention relates to post-office furni-
ture.

I'he object is to produce a removable COm-
partment for use in post-offices, the said com-
partment being designed to contain the lock-
boxes, lock-drawers, stamp-office, mail-bags,
and other post-office paraphernalia, so that
should the office containing the same cateh
on fire all of the mail matter, together with
other valuable material usually contained in
post - offices, may readily be removed in s
short space of time, and at the same time
without the danger of any of the said mate-
rial becoming lost while being removed, and
all without undue complication of parts or ex-
pense of production.

Ileretofore in post-offices, more especially
those used in small towns and villages, the
arrangement of the post-office furniture is
such that should a fire break out in the build-
ing confaining the same ga very large loss
would inevitably follow, from the fact that, it
would be impossible to remove the mail mat-
ter, or only a small portion of it, before the
flames would drive all persons from the build.
ing.
overcome these obstacles in a simple and ef-
tective manner hy placing that part of the
post-office furniture which is designed to con-
taimm the morve valuable portion aof the mail,
and also the lock-boxes and lock-d rawers, upon
rollers or casters, and so placing the com-
partment in a room that, should a fire break
out from any cause, by simply detachin 2 hooks
which hold the device in place on the floor
the entire compartment may be folded and
removed at a safe distance from the building
without the least. possibility of any loss of
mail matter following its removal.

With these objects in view the invention

It is the object of this invention to

consists in a frame-work mounted upon roll-

-

ers, the said frame-work containing the lock-
boxes and lock-drawers on the sides and the
opening in which the mail matter is deposited
at one end, and suitable windows from which
the mail may be delivered, and at the other
end the compartments for containing the
mail-bags, registered letters, and other mail
matter.

Furthermore, the invention consists in the
various novel details of construction, as will
be hereinafter more fully described in the
Specification, illustrated in the drawings, and
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, formin o
part of this specification, and in which like
letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts, Kigure 1 is a perspective view of the
device, showing the same opened and ready
tor use, the delivery-boxes, lock-boxes, and
matl-bag compartments being shown at one
end; and Fig. 2 shows the same folded and
ready to be removed from the building.

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
device, consisting of two side wings, B, the cor-
ner wings, C, and end wing, ¢/, These wings

may be constructed in the usual manner in

L)

which post-office furniture is made—that 18,
with a wooden frame-work re-enforced by iron
frames for containing the lock-Doxes D and the
lock-drawers E. The corner wings, !, are pro-
vided with windows ¢, through which the gen-
eral-delivery mail is distributed, one window
being designed for the use of females and the
other for the use of males. The end window,
V', 18 provided with the usaal slots, through
which the mail matterto he delivered is depos-
ited, and immediately above these compart-
ments i1s placed a box, I, which is designed to
contain the rope or chain which is to be used
when the device is to he removed by attach-
Ing the same to aring, 7, secured to the lower
part of the said end portion. The corner
wings are hinged to the side wings, as shown
at G, and the end wings hinged to the corner
wings in the same manner, so that when the
device is to be folded and removed it has the
appearance illustrated in Fig. 2.

~Along the inner side of the side win gs, B, is
arranged, one on each side, a shelf, H, which
extends nearly the entire length of the device
and is of sufficient width to meet a similar
one on the opposite side, so that when the de-
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viee is folded no mail matter could possibly

fall to the floor, and when opened these sh elves .

»

are used by the employes in distributing the
mail. At the point where these shelves ter-
minate is formed a room or compartment, H,
into which the mail-bags are placed, prefera-
bly by suspending them to the sides of the
side wings, one compartment being on each
cide. Thusthe mail-bags will e held in place
against falling or being left behind in case of
an accident.

\When the device is placed in an office; a
partition, I, is to be bu ilt back of it and on
one side of the same, to which the removable
device is attached by means of a hook, ¢, or
other suitable fastening device, the sald par-
tition being provided with a door, ¢/, which
leads to the office. The other p artition, J, 18
hinged to the main frame and swings in and
closes the compartment tightly at the end
when the device is to be removed, as shown
1 dotted lines in TFig. 2, the other partition
being left behind. The pa rtition J may be
employed as a money-order, stamp, or regis-
tered-letter window, or for any other desired
purpose, and is provided w ith shelf j,on which
the said matter may be distributed.

To the bottom of the frame are secu red A

facilitate the removal of the device;
order to cause the frame-work to rem ain sta-
tionary at all {imes a nu mber of hooks, L, are
secnred to the frame-work and en,
M, driven in the floor. Thus, when the de-
vice is to he removed, it is only necessary 1o
anhook the hooks L and 7, close the side por-
tions together and the end portion, J, over the

end, and the entire frame-work may be drawn | |
~compartment, the c ombination, with the end

out of the office by means of the rope N.

It is to be understood that I do not conline
myself strictly to the construetion illustrated
and  described herewith, but may d epart
widely from the same in the m atter
construction and arrangement of the FAT1Ions
parts, as it may be found necessary in prac-
fice, so.long as the idea of a folding and re-

movable post-oftice mail departmen t be re- .

tained.
Maving thus fully described my invention,

-
-

what T elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. A folding and removable ost-office com- .

partment consisting ot a frame-work contain-
ing lock boxes and drawers in the sides, suit-

able openings through which to deposit the

mail matter, openings through which the mail
may be delivered, and compartmen ts for con:

e ——— . ————— a1 - -

oage staples

of the |

taining the mail-bags, registered letters, and
' other mail matter, substantially as d escribed.
9. A folding and removable post-office com-
partment consisting of a folding end, sides
hinged to the said end, and an end hinged to
one of the said sides and adapted to be swung
out at right angles to the said side, substan-
tially as deseribed.
3."In a folding and removable post-office
compartment consisting of the side wings pro-
vided with the lock-boxes and the lock-draw-
ers, the corner wings provided with the de-
livery-windows and the end wing provided
with suitable openingsin whichto deposit mail
to be delivered, substantially as described.

l 4. Tn a folding and removable post-office
~compartm ent, the combi nation, with the s1 de
] wings, of the shelves 11, secured thereto and

designed to meet each other when the device
i folded to prevent any mail matter falling
to the floor, substantially as described.

5 In a folding and removable po st-office
compartment, the combination, with the side
wings provided with shelves H, of the end
wing, J, provided with the shelf 7, substan-
tially as desecribed.

6. In a folding and removable post-office

compartment, the combination, with the bot-
number of casters or rollers, K, designed to ‘ tom of the device, of the casters gsecured there-

but in

to and designed to facilitate its rem oval, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

= In a folding and removable D ost-office
compartment, the combination, with the bot-
- tom  portion provided with casters, o f the
' hooks designed to engage staples in the floor
6 hold the device stationary, substan tially
“as deseribed,
8 In a folding aund removable

post-oftice

| wing, of a box secure d thereto and designed
' to contain the rope or chain to be used when
the device is to be removed from the build-
ing, substantially as described.
l §. In a folding and removable post-oflice
compartment, the combin ation, with the side
wings provided with suitable compartments
to serve as lock-bDoxes and lo ck-drawers, of
i the compartment designed for the reception
of the mail-bags, substantially as described.
In testimony that T claim the fore ooing. as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence ol two wiinesses.

JOHUN MARION MORRIS.

Witnesses: |
WILLIAM S, VW OLLARD,
JAaMES KILDON.
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