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CARPET-STRETCHER.

SPRECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 395,903, dated J anuafy 8, 1880.
~ Application filed January 5, 1888, Rerial No. 260,012, (No model)

To all whom 6 may concerm:

Be it known that I, BURTON HOLDEN, a ¢iti- |

zen of the United States, residing at the vil-
lage of Geneva, in the county of Ashtabuia
and State of Ohio, have invented a new and
useful Carpet-Stretecher, (entitled and known
as Holden’s Double-Action Carpet-Streteher)
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements In

carpet-stretehers; and it consists of the novel !

construction and arrangement of parts, as
will be hereinafter fully described, and par-
tienlarly pointed out in the claims.

The object of my invention is to provide a
carpet-stretcher of extremely simple, compact,
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and inexpensive construetion which can be

casily and quickly operated with a minimum
cxertion for thoroughly stretehing the carpet
without danger or liability of injuring the
LQume. '

A further object of my invention 18 to 8o
construet and arrange the parts of my im-
proved carpet-stretcher that the strain of the
arpet on the elaws when in use will be 1 a
direct line through the pivots of the jaws
and lever, so as to effectually lock the lever
and jaws in place when the lever is depressed
in one position, whereby the operator is re-
lieved from the labor of holding the lever 10
keep the carpet stretehed and ean proceed at
leisure to properly adjust and tack the loose
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folds of earpet in rearof the elaws, hoth hands |
of the operator being free to accomplish this

operation. The lever
is reversed, so as to
draw the other claw, as will be hereinatter
more fully pointed out. -

In the accompanying drawings, Iligure 1 18
1 side elevation of my improved carpet-
stretelier, showing the lever and claws locked
in one position after straining the carpet.
Fig. 2 is a like view of the stretcher after the
lever has been turned to reverse the jaws, and

showing said parts locked in the reverse of

the positions indicated in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 1s a
plan view of the stretcher with the parts In
the position indicated m Ifig. 1.

Like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings, in which—

A designates the fulernm-bar, adapted to be

is also locked when 1t
advance one and with-

temporarily fixed to the floor to hold the
stretcher stationary when the lever is oper-
ated for moving the jaws to strain and hold a
carpet. This bar is provided at one end with
a downwardly-projecting tooth or spur, d,
which is adapted to be forced into the floor at
or near one of the vertical walls of the room

- or apartment to hold the bar against endwise
displacement. An operating-lever, I3, 18 p1v-

oted at an intermediate point of its length to
the unconfined or free end of the fulerum-
bar, as at b, thereby leaving a short arm, LY,
extending below said bar and a longer arm,
%, extending above the bar, as clearly shown,
the extreme upper end of the lever being pro-

vided with a handle, by means of which 1t can

be conveniently grasped. |

(' D designate the c¢laws of my improved
stretcher, which are connected to the oper-
ating-lever in a peculiar manner, and are
adapted to be operated thereby 1o alternately
engage and strain the carpet, one claw, when

free from engagement with the carpet, being

moved in the reverse direction to the line
of movement of the other engaging-claw,
whereby as one claw draws upon and strains
the carpet the other claw is adjusted simul-
taneously, but in the reverse dirvection, to en-
aage the carpet at a point some distance be-

yond the point that the first-mentioned claw.

is engaged with the carpet, as is obvious.
Fach claw has. a broad head, e, which 1s
formed by a flat-toothed bar, which is rigidly
connected to bifurcated arms or shanks 7,
that are curved downwardly upon themselves,

“as shown in Ifigs. 1 and 3, and which are
“made integral with a flat bar, /. The flat
" head e of each claw has teeth ¢, which are

inclined downwardly and rearwardly from
the eurved shanks 7 of the claw toward the
fulerumed bar to adapt said teeth to slide
freely over the earpet when fhe claw is moved
forward to engage the carpet and to firmly
take into and grasp the same when drawn
rearward by the lever to thereby properly
stretch the carpet. The free ends of the flat
bars £/ of the claws C D arve pivotally con-
nected, as at /i ¢, respectively, to the operat-
ing-lever B at points equidistant from and on
opposite sides of the fulerum of sald bar, as
clearly indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, whereby
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77 of the claws

when the lever is turned the jaws are moved |

simtltaneously in opposite directions.

The lever L\ is arranged at one side of the

front end of the 1111(*111111—-11.:11., s0 as to fold
closely to one side of the same, and the ha
S are arranged on the outerside
ot the lever, immediately one above the other.
in the same verfical plane, <o asto move hack
and forth in the direction ol their length
without interference from the lover orihe ful-
crivm-bar.

By reference toItig. 1 of thedrawings it will

be noted that when the lever is depressed to

liealongside of the fulerum-barthe front claw,

C, which is conneeted to the lever at a point
fll}ow* 1ts fll]( um, W 1II 11{* ﬂmu I CATW md "l]l(]
Carry the ¢
while at 1]1(~ SaUme 1 1111{11]1{1 PCAT ldu I) W ll]{*]l
15 connected to the lever below lia Iulm i,
will he foreed
the rear, wher
engage and strain the carpet when the lever
i*-: reversed.  When i]w lever and claws aroe
> posttion indicated in Fig. 1, the pivots
of ﬂw lever and the ¢laws lie in {1 direet line
drawn from ihe point of engagement of fhe
front claw, C, with the carpet through the le-
Ver, as 1111[1(* zt(*d by the dotted line . in Fig.
L of the drawings, thus cifectually lm-huw

the parts in ];{mimn and prev (1111111u the lever

from becoming displaced or moved by the

‘strain or pull of the car pet on said elaw Cand

che lever when the hand-pressure is removed
[rom the latter. DBy 1
the stretelier in position both ]mmla of the
operator are left free, and the loose folds of
carpet norear of the elaws can he properly
aidjusted and tacked af leisure.

should it he necessary to further strain or

streteh the carpet after the lever has been
(depressed to the [mulilnn shown in Mg 1, the
[ree end of the lever is raised in the (l]l'(‘(“i)l]
of the arrow in Fige. 2 to move the free end of
the lever To a [mllii bevond the outer end of
the har AL - (See Fig. 2 'This reverse move-
ment ol the lever drawvs the rear claw, 1),
which engages the carpet, toward the fulerum-
bar, there m furtherstretehing the carpet, and
almuli lll{*{}lhh" mtll this retrograde move-
ment of the rear elaw the other front claw,
(L, is loreed imu wrd and rides idly over the
carpet.  ''he position of the elaws and lever
ulietl adjusted as deseribed is <hown in Hig,
2, and it will be noted that the lever is pré-
umm from movement or displacement,

aused by the strain of the earpet on the rear
llu I, tml the lower end of said lever, by

i locking the parts of

- a

[ —— —_

i_'n the reverse direction and 10 5
ehy 1t is {Ul]llﬂ ed 1n position to

305,903

“Lhe operation of my invention is obvious

- from the foregoing deseription taken in con-

nection with lh{* dlmxmnh

My tmproved car [)Ui-—ﬂl"( teher can be used
with a minimum effort to expeditiously and
thoroughly strain the carpet to any desired
U\i{*]liﬂlx the clawgare adapted to alternately
engage the carpet by simply reversing the le-
ver,and said elaws ave further loc lw(l m
cither position when the lever is depressed
one side or the other of ifs fulerum, ax will
be readily understood.

| am aware of the device shown in Patent
NO. 356,417, in which a pair of Jaws are piv-
oted 1<>f><*f-ilwl one of the jaws having an ex-
tended  vert 1(_:-{1'1_ handle or lever secured
thereto, and said jaw is pivoted at an inter-
nediate point of-its length to a horizont lly-
movable fulerum-bar, which latter hHar IS Plv-
oted at its rear llll(*{}ll[}ﬂ(  end 1o a vertical
bar inserted in the floor, this movable ful-

crum-bar being sustained in a horizontal po-

sition by a pivoted pawl engaging notehes on
~the vertical bar, and the (WO 1aws belng ar-
ranged to force or push the earpet tow ard the

edee of the Hoor.

Ihn"mu thus deseribed my invention, what

I elaim as new, and desire {0 secure ]W Let-
1{1]% Patent, 18—

LA carpet-stretceher consisting, essentially,
nl a horizontal fulerom-bar hrl'flll“ a depend-
(g tooth or spur for insertion into the foor
to hold said bar in a fixed position, a lever

- prvoted at an intermediate point of itslength

- pomnt of its length to the

Form r b —— — [R—

eason of Ilw teeth of the front claw, ¢, en-

“*15{111“ the carpet
saine shonld the lever be moved on

crum when it ocenpies this position.

in position to aimm the
its fal-

Lo the horizontal fulerum-bar, and the oppo-
sttely-movable toothed c¢laws pivoted to the
lever at cquidistant points on opposite sides
of the fulerum of the lever, substantially as
(|{“~-.( ribed, for the parpose wt forth.

‘u'.li*l}{ (-strefeher consisting, essentially,
m a futernm-bar provided mth nmeans for
fixing the same in a stationary position to a
llum*, A hand-lever pivoted at an intermediate
fulerum-bar and
d*[.tp(wl to fold ¢lose thereto, and the oppo-
sitely-movable claws pivolted to the lever at
cquidistant points on opposite sides of the
fuderum thereof, the pivots of said claws and
the fulerum of 1he lever being relatively lo-
ated with respect to each other to all fallin
a line drawn through the lever and the point
of engagement with he carpet of one of the
claws when said lever is depressed alongside

the | fulermm-har, substantially as desceribed.

BURTON HOLDEX.
Witnessaes:
POl HASKELL,

A, RO PaADDOCK,
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