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1o all whom it may conceriv: -

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN BOCKEN-
HEUSER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Kenogha, in the county of IXenosha and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in a Combined Chair,
Step-Ladder, Wash - Bench, and Drying-Rack,
of which the following is a specification. -

My invention relates to an improvementin:

a combined chair, step-ladder, wash-bench,
and drying-rack; and it consists in the pe-
culiar construction and combination of de-
vices that will be more fully set forth herein-
after, and particularly pointed out in the
claims. |
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

ig a perspective view of my invention when

folded to form a chair. Tig. 2 is a side view
of the same when arranged to form a step-
ladder. T'ig. 3 is a side elevation of my in-
vention when arranged to form a wash-bench.
Fig. 4 is a similar view of the same when ar-
ranged to form a drying-rack.

A B represent a pair of frames, cach of
which comprises a pair of side boards, A" and
B/, respectively, the said side boards having
their inner edges notched to form steps, as
shown, and being connected by step-boards C.
One end of frame A is covered by a board, D,
and the side boards, A/, of said frame are re-
duced and extended beyond one end thereof
to form arms K, which have their outer ends
curved outward, as shown, said arms being
connected at suitable regular distances by
cross-rods It |

G represents the frame, which is pivoted or
hinged on the projecting ends of the outer
rod, I, and comprisesg a pair of bars, H, which
are connected hHy means of cross-rods 1.

K represents a pair of metallic straps, which
are secured to the sidesof the frame A, atone
corner thereof, and »roject beyond the same,
and have their extended ends pivoted to frame
B, as shown, whereby said frame B may be
folded against the frame A or may be ex-
tended therefrom. Said frame B 18 provided
at asuitable distanee from its pivotal end and
nearitsoutersidewith aligned openings 1, and
is further provided with openings M N, which

co are equally distant from the openings L.

O represents a frame which is similar to

iy

ground.

frame @, and is pivoted to the end of frame

A which is opposite the arms E.  Said frame
A is provided near its inner edge with open-
ings P. o | | -

R represents a pair of links, which are
pivotally connected to the frames (, near
the outer ends thereof, and have their free
ends bent at right angles and adapted to en-
cage either of the openings L, N, or M in
frame B, and S represents a pair of similar
links, which are pivotally connected to the
frame O, and have their free ends also bent
at right angles, and thereby adapted to en-
oage the openings in the hinged or pivoted
frames, | "

The operation of my invention is as tollows:

In order to form a chair the frames A b are
folded together so that the steps are arranged
on the inner opposing edges of said frames.
The frame O is folded up on the rear side of
frame A, and the frame G is folded down on
the rear side of the extensions E, as shown in

Fig. 1.

In order to convert the device into a.step-
ladder, the frame A is turned onits pivots and
extended from the frame B in a diagonal di-
rection and reversed, so as to cause the lower
ends of its arms E to bear upon the floor or
The frame G is folded up against
the outer sides of the arms E, and the links
S, pivoted to said frame, are caused to engage
the openings L of frame B. The frame O 18
extended in a vertical dirvection from the
frame A and is supported in a vertical posi-
tion by engaging the free ends of the link Ik
with the openings P, as shown in Kig. 2.

In order to arrange the device to form a
wash-bench, the frames A and B are folded
together and are caused to bear upon the fioor
or ground so as to arrange the arms £ 1n a
horizontal position, the frame & is turned
downward from the outer ends of said arms,
the free ends of the links S are caused to en-
cage openings near the outer ends of the
arms K, the frame O is extended in a hori-
zontal position from the opposite end of the
frame A, and the links R are caused to en-
oage the openings M of frame A, ag shown 1n
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In order to arrange the device in position

as a drying-rack, the frame A is turned at an
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angle of about forty-five degrees with rela-
tion to the frame B, the broad end of the lat-
ter resting on the ground. The frame O is
arranged in a vertical position, depending
from the lower end of frame A, and is SUP-
ported by engaging its links R with the open-
ings N of the frame B, and the frame G is ar-
ranged at right angles to the arms E of frame
A, and is secured by engaging the free ends
of links S by the openings, as before described,
of arms E, as shown in Fig. 4. |

A convertible chair, step-ladder, wash-
bench, and drying-rack thus constructed is
extremely cheap and simple, is light and port-
able, is strong and durable, and will be found
of great practical utility.

Having thus described my invention, T

claim—
1. The combination of the frames A I3,

hinged togetherand having the notched steps |

formed on their opposing sides, said frame A
having the extending arms E, the frame iz,

z 895,539

pivoted to the outer ends of arms E, and the
frame O, pivoted to the opposite end of frame
A, substantially as described.

2. The combination of the frames. A B,
hinged or pivoted together at one corner and
provided with the mnotched steps, as de-
scribed, said frame A having the arms E and
provided with the openings P, and said frame
b having the openings L M N, the frame G,
hinged or pivoted to the outer ends of arms E
and having the links R, and the frames O,
hinged or pivoted to the opposite end of frame
A and having the links, all combined and ar-
ranged to operate substantially as shown and
described. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto atfixed my signature in
presence of two withesses. | -

CHRISTIAN BOCKENHEUSER.

Witnesses: .
CHARLES QUARLES,

JAMES CAVANAGH.
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