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To all whom it may coneern.:

Be it known that I, Louts B. PRAHAR, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Album-Clasp, of which the following

is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

The object of this invention is to provide
a clasp for albums, books, and other articles,
which will be simple of construction and con-
venlent in use, and whiceh will form an orna-
mental as well as a useful adjunet to the ar-
ticle to which it is applied. |

Theinvention will be hereinafter desecribed
in connection with the drawings and specific-
ally pointed out in the claim.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

IFigure 1 1s a perspective view of an album
in part provided with my improved clasp.
IFig. 2 18 a sectional view of the same on the
line & @ of Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a perspective
view of the pocket, one side being removed.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the removable
side of the pocket, and Fig. 5 is a plan view
of the adjustable plate.

The box, casing, or pocket A, forming one
portion of the clasp, is hinged in the usual
manner to the clamp B’, adapted for attach-
ment to one cover of an album, I3, book, or
other like article. The pocket A is formed,
as shown, with one removable side, «, on the
mner side of which is attached the spring-
pawl C—in this ecase a piece of flat spring
metal fastened in any approved way to the
side and curving outwardly therefrom. A
knob or button, ¢, is attached o the free end
of the pawl, and isadapted to extend through
an aperture, &/, of the other side, b, of the
The side b at the outer free end of

halt the width of the space between the sides
a and b, forming a ledge or stop-shoulder, for

a purpose hereinafter set forth, and leaving

a narrow slit, 6°, adjacent to the side «; hut
the pocket A may be otherwise constructed.
The plate D, forming the other portion of the
clasp, is centrally offset at d to form a trans-
verse shoulder and the flat portions d’ d=
The plate is provided at the end of the por-
tion d* with an aperture, d°, to receive the stud

I’ on the other cover of the album or book, |

]
|

i
I
|

|

'
]
v
.

;

[

and 18 provided in its portion ¢’ with the lon-
gitudinal slot d*, and on each side of said slot
with ratchet-teeth G, ineclining toward the
shoulder ¢, which ratchet-teeth may he pro-
duced in any approved way.

The plate D is placed in the pocket A, with:

its portion d’ resting on the side b thereof and
the teeth + uppermost. The side ¢ is then
put 1n place, with the button ¢ extending

 through the aperture §’. The pawl C will
then engage the teeth G of the plate D, the

portion - of the plate extending out through
the slit 6®.  On pushing the plate inward the

pawl will slip over the ratchet-teeth, and by
engaging the same will hold the plate from
- outward movement.

By pressing on the but-
ton ¢ the pawl is disengaged from the teeth
and the plate can be withdrawn until the
shoulder o strikes the ledge 0% which pre-
vents the entire withdrawal of the plate. In
closing the album or book the plate can be
fully extended to engage the stud I with the
album partly closed. By pushing the plate
into the pocketuntil the album is fully closed
1t will be held by the engagement of the pawl
with one of the series of ratchet-teeth G.

1t 18 to be understood that I do mot limit
myself to the details of construetion as shown
and deseribed, as the same may be varied
within the seope of my invention—as, for in-

stance, the plate D need not be offset, as the

button ¢, by engaging the end of slot *, will
torm a stop for the plate. The arrangement
may be reversed, so that the button may pro-
ject through the inner side, «, of the pocket:
but the arrangement as shown ig at present
preferred. ,‘

LTaving thus deseribed my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire 1o secure by Letters
Patent, is— |
- Inan album-clasp, the combination, with a
pocket and a spring-pawl held within the
pocket and provided with a button extending
outward through one wall of the pocket, of a
plate adapted to slide within the pocket and
provided with ratchet-teeth engaging said
pawl], and the stop for said plate, substan-
tially as shown and described. "

LOUIS B. PRAHAR.

- Witnesses: -
W. 8. WALKER,
C, SEDGWICK.
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