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To all whom it muay conceri.

Beit known that I, JouN HUNTER, & 5111)39@’[
of the Queen of Great Britain, residing at
Howe Crescent, in the city of %Guth "\[elboume
near the city ot 11@11}0111‘11@ Yictoria, a (301011?
of Great Britain, in fiustlalla have 1111*@11‘[6{:1
certain new and useful Implm ements in Elas-
tic Compoaxtmm (for which I have obmined
Letters Patent in Vietoria, dated March 22,
1887, and numbered fL,ollj) of which "the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to produace an
elastic composition specially suited for,cold
expansion-joints—such as those between the

wood blocks in the permanent way of tram-

ways—or for other purposes. For this pur-
pose [ utilize the refuse material from stearine-
stills, which is commonly known as “piteh”
or *“black-jack,” and with it T mix a certain

amount of L;Lhell lime, in the manner and sub-
stanfially the pr oportwu following:

T'o two hundred pounds of the boiling refuse
from stearine-stills I add about two oulmar
bucketfuls of lime slaked so as to bring it to
a powder. The litne must be %prmhle{l orad-
nally over the surface of the boiling stearine
refuse, so as to allow it to sink into and be ab-
sorbed by the latter. In order to ascertain
whether sufficient lime has been added, I take
a sample of the mixture and let it cool. Tf
there is an insufficient proportion of lime, it
will be sticky and will not rebound it dropped
or thrown on a hard surface; butif it has the
proper proportion of lime it will rebound with-
out sticking. The thinner the stearine refuse

the more lime it will require. This mixture
forms my improved compound, which should
be poured hot into the joints.

‘T'his composition is further designed and 1s
adapted for the purpose of coating wire ca-
bles now in use for tramways or street-rail-
ways; also for insulating telegraph or tele-
phone wires either for use overhead or under-
ground, and for covering all kinds of iron-
work to secure it from corrosion or rust.

This invention is also adapted to be used in
covering the hulls or decks of ships, roofs of
buildings, wood-work of any description, or
for asphalting purposes of any kind.

Having thus described my invention, its na-
ture, and the manner of using the same, I
would have 1t understood that I do not con-
fine myself to the exact proportions of the two
mgredients which constitute my new compo-
sition, as for different purposes the propor-
tions may be varied. 1 have stated those
which 1 have found to be most useful in prac-
tice for the purposes mentioned.

I ciaim as my invention—

An improved elastic compound consisting
in the combination of black-jack, being the
refuse of stearine-stills, with slaked lime, in or

“about the proportions substantially as de-

scribed. |
JOHN HUNTER.

Witnesses:
JOHN MCINDOE,
Tramway Inspector, 70 Queen St., Melbowirne.
JOHN LORD,
Notary Public, Melbowrne.
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