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To all whomv it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS KEDWARD
MEGGS, of Gananoque, Province of Ontario,
(Canada, have invented a certain new and use-

y ful Improvement in Carpet - Stretchers, of
which the following is a specification.

The object of myinvention is to provide an

improved carpet-stretcher for tightening or

pulling into place carpets or other fabries in

10 the process of being laid; and it consists of a
movable block or platform, to the under side
of which 1s attached a pad, of heavy cloth or
leather, provided with wires or pins, and to
the upper side of which 1s attached a ratchet

15 and hooked horizontal bar. To the topof the
bar 18 connected a pawl so arranged as to
engage with the teeth-of the ratchet, and to
this pawl 18 hinged an arm connecting the
same to a handle or lever having its lower end

20 shaped or curved to work as a pawl in the

ratchet.

In the accompanying drawl 111};13 Figure 1
represents a plan view of my improved car-
pet-stretcher, and Fig. 2 a side view thereof.

A represents a movable block or platform,

~of any convenlent form, provided with a cloth

or leather pad, B, attached to its under side,
and having a series of pointed wires or pins,
C, projecting therefrom. In the top of the

30 block A 1s a groove, D, over which 1s fast-
ened, by means of its flanged sides, a struck-
up or cast plate, K, having its top provided
with a series of ratchef-teeth, I¥, beneath

- which and through the groove D extends a

35 hooked horizontal bar, . To the top of the
bar G, near its hooked end, is hinged a pawl,
H, which engages with the teeth ¥ of the
mtehet, and is worked by means of a handle
or lever, 1, fulerumed at the end of the arm

40 J, which is hinged to the pawl H. The short
arm K of thelever or handle I1s curved, which
also works in the ratchet F.

The manner of using my invention is as
follows: After the carpet is spread upon the

45 floor and fastened at one side of the room, to

~draw it taut the horizontal bar of the stretcher
1s run out to 1ts full length, and after placing
the block on the carpet and engaging the
pointed wires or pins therewith the hook at

25

the end of the horizontal bar is driven into the
floor at the edge of the base-board. Then by
working the handle of the stretcher the short

arm thereof is caused to engage with the teeth
of the ratchet, moving the bloc,k and with 1t

the carpet, toward the hook end of the hori-

zontal bar, and at the same time causing the
pawl attached to the bar to engage with the

ratchet-teeth, thus preventing the block from

receding w he,u the handle is again worked for
the purpose of further 5‘51’*@&3]11110 or tighten-
ing the carpet.

It will readily be seen that b} the use of
my 1mproved stretcher a ecarpet can be
smoothly and quickly laid m‘rhout tearing or
otherwisge injuring it.

Obviously an equivalent of the above de-
vice might be used without departing from
the spirit of my invention. For instance, a
lever with geared extremity for working the
ratcheted %]1(]1110 hooked bar might be ems-
ployed instead of the construetion shown.

1 claim as my invention—

1. A carpet-stretecher consisting of a mov-

able platform or base, a pad connected to the
under side thereof and provided with pins or
wires, a struck-up or cast flanged plate at-
tached to the platform, a hooked bar beneath
the plate, a lever which engages with ratchet-
teeth upon the flanged plate, and an arm which
connects said lever to a pawl attached to the
hooked bar, substantially as shown and de-
selibed

2, A carpet-stretcher consisting of a grooved
plaltoml or base, A, pad b, attached to the
ander side thereof and provided with pins or
wires (, hooked bar G, which extends through

oroove D in the plﬂ‘rfonn or base A beneath a.

‘%tl uck-up or cast flanged plate, K, a pawl, H,
attached to hook-bar G and engaging with
ratchet-teeth If', and a lever or handle, I, GO~
nected to pawl H by arm J, the short arm K
of lever I so constructed as to engage with
the ratehet-teeth of the plate K, substantially
as shown and described.

THOMAS E. MEGGS.
W"itneSSeS :
A. P. RUSSELL,

C. F. TAFFIN.
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