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SAMUEL E. HOPKINS, OF PLEASANT,

MARION COUNTY, ASSIGNOR OF OXE-
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1o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, SAMUEL E. HOPKINS, a

citizen of the United State%,, and a resident m‘f ,
" that when turned to the rear end of the slot

Pleasant township, in the county of Marion
and state of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shaft-Holders;
and I do declare the following to be a full
ciear, and exact description of the 111?911’(1011

such as will enable others skilled in the art TO

which 1itappertains tomake and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters or figures of reference
marked ther*eon which form a part of this
specification.

Figure 1 of the draw irws 18 a representation
of the nwenhon, and 1is a
shaft down. Ilg. 2 is a . side view showi ing
the shaft raised. K1 1g. 5 1s a front view Wlth
shaft raised. Iig. 4 is a top view, the shaft
raised.

T'he invention relates to itnprovements in
holders for vehicle-shafts or tongue-holders;
and 1t consists in the construction and novel
combination of parts, as hereinafter set forth.

My object is to provide a simple deviee that
may easily be attached to the shaftsand coup-
lings In common use.

Retel rimg to the drawings, A designates
the "shaft or thill having the iron provided
with an eye, ¢, I3 is the coupling, and D’ is
the axle, all 0:{'.' which are of the usual well-
known construction.

D represents a spring-metal plate, having
its lower end laterally extended, as at b, and
a straight edge, ¢, opposite the extended por-
tion b. A slot, d, in the lateral projection is
1nclined downwardly and inwardly, as shown,
so that by driving down on the top of the ex-
tended portion, the plate is forced downwardly
on the coupling-bolt, bringing the edge c
against the axle and holding the plate verti-

cally. 1t is evident that the inclined slot ren-

ders the plate adjustable to couplings of dif-
ferent length.

The upper end of the plate D is provided
at one side with the detent ¢, having the bev-
eled side 7, and projection K, opposite the de-
tent, is designed as a bearing for the pivot ¢ |

a side view with the

' of the lateh ¥, which extends ﬂuouﬂh the

“transverse slot. 1 in the plate.
The latch I' has its edges converging

y SO

I the edge adjacent to the detent presents an

ineline from the root of said det ent, and when
- turned 1n the opposite direction an incline
18 presented to the outer point of the detent,

the object of which will hereinafter appear.

(x is a plate provided with a slot-opening,
h', through which the bolt ¢ passes and ]101(1&3
the plme firmly against the thill-iron.

11 is an elongated detent-lug on one side of
the plate (= and integral therewith. The lug
H stands at an auﬂle to the plate, and 1s de—
signed to engage 1..]1e~(1etent ¢ when the thills
are raised.

In operation the thills are turned upward

5O
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with sufficient energy to force the lug H over

the detent e. The plate D, being of spring
metal, gives readily when ﬂw 1119, strikes the
incline j When it 1s desired to lower the
thills, they are first turned farther back, which
bringS the lug on the opposite side of the
lateh F, then by pulling forward the lug is
torcedd up the incline of the lateh and over
the detent.

Having described my
claim is—

1. In combination with the thill-coupling
and bolt, the spring-plate having the detent
and the pivoted lateh, and ﬂle acjustable
elongated lug secured to the thill, substan-
UHHV as speelﬁed

invention, what I

The spring-plate having the projecting

edﬂ“e and the straight edge at its lower end,
the inclined slot ‘[]161@111 the detent at its Op-
posite end having the 111011119(1 edge, the piv-
oted latch exfendmﬂ through the tmnsverse
slot and converging to a pmnt, and the lug
secured to the thill, substantially as specified.

3. In combination with the spring-plate hav-
ing the detent, the plate having the slot-open-
ing for the bolt, and the Inclined elongated
lng integral with said plate, substantially as
speelﬁed

4. In combination with the 1]1111 the thill-
iron, the coupling, the bolts, and the axle,
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the spring-plate having the laterally-project-
ing edge provided with the inclined slot, and
the opposite straight edge bearing against the
axle, the detent at its opposite end having
the inclined edge, the pivot-latech extending
through the transverse slot, and the thill-plate
adjustable thereon and having the lug at an
angle to the plate, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
- presence of two witnesses. | |

SAMUEL E. HOPKINS.

Witnesses:
J. B. BERRY,
J. T. MARTIN.
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