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1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES .. FORTIN, a
citizen of the United M.-_l‘[e% residing at W 11.1‘[(3—
hall, in the county of W .fmh,.mgt.on and State

5 of New York, have invented certain new and
uselul Improvements in Mop and Brush Hold-
ers; and I do declare the following to be a full,
Clea,l*_., and exact deseription of the in 1*(11111011
such as will enable others skilled in the art

1o to which it appertains to make and use the |

same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drmmu s, and to the letters and figures
of reference marked thereon, \’5111(3}] fUrm a
part of this specification.

i5 My invention relates to improvements in
mop and brush holders, as will be hereinafter
fully described and claimed.

The object of my invention is to prm*ide an
i]’ﬂpl(ﬂ”&"d IMOoP- head which is made of Spring-

20 wire, and is peculiarly constructed to firmly
and securely clasp either a serub-brush or a
mop-rag, whereby either device may be se-
curely attached to the handle and used at will.
I attain this object by the construction illus-

25 trated 1m the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Iigure 1 18 a perspective view showing a
brush c¢lamped 1o the mop-head. Fig. 2isan
edge view In elevation thereof, and Fig. 3 is

30 a sectional view taken longitudinally h}ouﬂh
the staff or handle and transver sely thr ouﬂh
the mop-head and brush. TI'ig. 4 is a top or
plan view of the jaws of the mop-head closed
together, and I'ig. 5 is a detail view of the

35 shaft or handle and one of the spring-jaws to

- show the peculiar construction of said parts.

Referring to the drawings, in which like
letters of reference denote cor responding parts
in all the figures, A I3 designate the jaws of

40 the mop-he: 1{1? and C the ]mndlc or staff to
which they are pivotally connected. Each of
the jaws is formed or bent from a single ¢on-
tinuous piece of spring-wire; and it consists
of a straight side bar, d, two similar bars, d’

45 c*, which are of less than one-half 1‘]1(1 length

ot the bar d, and shanks or arms ¢ ¢/, arranged
at right mwlea to the bars d’ d* and substan-
tlalh* pamllel with each other, these shanks
and the inner ends of the bars ’ being
5o separated by an intermediate space of a width
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equal to the thickness of the stall or handle
(. The wire of which the head is formed is
curved or rounded at the ends of the bars d,
d’, and *, as at ”, zmd at the points where
the arms or shanks e ¢’ are joined to the in- 55
ner bars, ' d*, said wire is bent at an obtuse
angle at j to the shanks thercof.
The inner terminals of the shanks e ¢’ of

each jaw are bent inwardly toward each other
to form short trunnions g, and the shanks of 6o
the jaws are all of unequal length, as indi-

cated by dotted lines in IFig. 3, 80 that the

- trunnions thereof ean be ﬁtted in a longitudi-

nal slot, ¢, which is formed in the handle or
staff C at a suitable point, these trunnions 65
being capable of turning freely therein, so
that the jaws can be moved or adjusted (}dbll}’"
toward and from each other, as upon a pivot.
The head of the jaw B is made shorter in

| both width and lenuth than the head of the 7o

corresponding jaw -X, as clearly seen in Fig.

1, to thereby adapt the outer side bar, d, of
the shorter narrower jaw I3 to easily fit De-
tween the rounded end bars and side bars of
the jaw A. The shanks of the jaw B are 73
further bent at a greater angle to the head
thereof than are the shanks of the larger jaw

A to the head of the latter, These peﬁuhal
differences 1 structure between the two jaws

ot 111{} heatl ¢ mw 1he (md 1}&1*% r:‘?"—‘ of t'he 8o
({" (?"* Ui ‘rhe | .;1“ '& W hen the ].;1\\:,, are demehed
from the br uah and torced together to clamp

a mop-rag between the jaws, the outer side
bar of the smaller Jaw lylng close to and par- 35
allel with the eoneqmnduw bar of the larger
when said jaws are closed upon a mop-rag, as
above described, and shown in Fig. 4 of the
drawings.

The jaws are forced or closed together by go
an endwise-movable sleeve, D, which is fitted
snugly over the stafl or handle and rides
over the shanks of the jaws. The diameter
of the sleeve is such that i1t compresses the
two jaws tightly and firmly together as it gs
rides over the inclined or angularly-bent por-
tions of the shanks of the jaws, and the lower
end of the sleeve 1s made substantially square
or of other angular form iIn cross-section to
prevent 1t from turning axially. The up- 100



10

394,069

ward endwise movement of the sleeve on the

staff or handle is limited by a fixed collar or
sleeve, D’,which is placed at a suitable point
to st()p the sleeve before it exposes the Piv-
otal connection of the jaws A 13 fo the han-

dle, which thereby conceals the pivots at all
times and prevents them from being dl%p]acod
or Injured.

In adjusting the mop-rag in the head of the
mop the Sleeve D 1s moved upwardly on the
staff to separate the jaws, the mop-rag 1s
placed across the outer side bar, d’, of the

- jaw A, and, finally, the sleeve D is forced

20

40
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down over The inclined angular portions f of
the shanks to firmly and t10]113]3 compress the
jaws together. The jaws vyield or spring

slightly when they are compressed tog ethe1
to exert a Const‘“mth -uniform cla: 1’1pinﬂ a.C-
tion on the mop-rag, which is tightly wedged
between the two outer side bars, d d, of The
jaws, as 1s obvious.

I attach especial importance to the pecu-
liar construction and arrangement of the
spring-jaws, as specified herein, as 1 am there-
by enabled to produce a simple and inexpen-
sive device, which is thoroughly efficient 1n
holding a mop-rag on the stait or handle and
also possesses great durability and strength.

E designates the brush, which, so far as 1ts
oeneral structure rélates to my invention, 1s
of the ordinary pattern—u. e., 1t has a rigid
unyielding back, in which the bristles are
suitably secured.

To adapt the brush to be quickly and se-
carely connected to the mop-head in a de-
tachable manner, it is provided with verti-
cally-disposed plates or castings E’ 2 These

castings are bulged or curved outwardly at

their upper ends as at N, to form two con-
cave surfaces on 0131)051t6 sides of the cast-
ings, and these concave surfaces, against
which the bars of the spring-jaws A B bear,
in the manner presently specified, are dis-
posed below the bulged upper extremity
thereof. - These castings or plates are further
provided with lateral flanges or lugs, through
which scerews or other suitable appiiances are
passed to secure the castings in a firm and

rigid manner to the unylelding back of the

brush. The vertical portions of the castings
are arranged near one of the side edges of the
brush and separated a distance less than the
width of the smaller jaw, 13, of the mop-headl,
so that the castings can be1nserted or passed
through the space between the side bars of
the jaw b.

To connect the mop-head-to the brush, the
sleeve D is moved upward on the staif or han-
dle to release the jaws and allow them to be
separated. The larger lower jaw, B, is now

adjusted over the vertical castings E E’, so
that said castings are passed between the
front bar, d, and the inner bars, d’ d? the
front bar, d, of said jaw B

lying against the

front faces of both castings, while the inner
bars, d’ d?, bear against the rear faces of the
Et&tl]l“b E E’, respectively, and all of said
bars of the jaw B resting on the bases of the
castings, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 to 3, in-

clusive. The upper smaller jaw, A, 18 now
adjusted in front of the castings so that all
of its bars d d’ * bear against the front faces
of the castings, the bar d of the jaw A lying
in close pm\lmlt} to and within the corre-
sponding bar d of the other jaw, B, and the

sleeve D is now forced over the shanks of the
s between

two Jaws to firmly clamp the casting
sald jaws.

It will be observed that when the jaws are
closed by the sliding sleeve they bear against
the castings at points below the upper bulged
extremities of said castings, whereby the jaws
are firmly held in their adjusted positions
that they cannot become separated to such an
extent as to ride over the bulged or enlarged
upper ends of the upright vertical portions
of the castings when downward pressure is
applied to the staff in manipulating the
brush.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, ..:md desire to secure b} Let-
ters Patent, 18

1. In a mop and brush holder, the jaws A
B, each made from a single piece of wire and
having the head and shanks, said shanks be-
ing pivotally connected with the handle and
each bent at an intermediate point ol 1ts
length toprovide the angular portions f, these
bent angular portions fof the upper and lower
jaws diverging laterally from each other, in
combination with a sleeve fitted over the
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shanks of the jaws and adapted to ride over .

the divergent portions f of the same, substan-
tially as de%mbed

2. In a mop and brush holder, the combi-
nation, with a brush having the uprwht fixed
castings or plates provided with the enlarged
or bulged ends, of two spring-jaws .:-?ernned
to ‘}md against reverse sides ot the eas‘rmos
or plates, a staff or handle to which the jaws
are eonnected, and a sleeve for forcing the

jaws together and upon the castings, Substan—

1;1*’1115 as and for the purpose deseribed.

In a mop and brush holder, the combi-
11:51’[1.011 of a brush having the buln ed castings
fixed thereto, a jaw, B, a-dapted to _ﬁt over said
castings, another jaw, A, bearing against one
side of said castings below the bulged part
thereof, a staff or handle to which said jaws
are connected, and a sleeve for pressing the
jaws tightly upon the castings, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

“in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES L. FORTIN.
Witnesses: o
WM. C. BLODGETT,
DE WiTT C. SMITH.
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