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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS BURLOCK DE
IFOREST, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Birmingham, in the countyof New IHaven
and State of Connecticut, have invented cer-
tain new anduseful Improvements in Pencil-
Cases; and 1 do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to certain new and use-

ful 1improvements in pencil-cases, and hasfor
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its object to provide a device of this deserip-
tion which shall be adapted to contain an or-

dinary wooden lead-pencil so that the same
may be moved freely out and in, the former

for use in writing, the latter for the protec-
tion of the point when the pencilis carried in
the pocket. |

My improvement furthermore admits of the
ready withdrawal of the pencil and the inser-
tion of a new one, and provides an equally
ample grasping-surface for the hand, whether
the pencil within the case be short or long.

With these ends in view my invention con-

sists in the details of construetion hereinafter

to be fu]lv set for th, and then recited in the
claim.

Reference is to be had, in eonneemon with |

the description, to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
and in which—

Figure 1 isaperspective, I'ig. 2 an enlarged
cross-section at line & @ of Fig. 3, and Kig. 3
a central longitudinal section. :
- Like l‘eferenee-numbers denote the same

parts in all the figures.

1 1s a hollow metalhe case or evlmder of suf- |

ficient diameter and lenﬂth to readily admit

and contain an ordinary lead-pencil. Said
case 18 slotted for the greater part of its
length, as seen at 2.

3 18 the pencil. : |

4 is a spiral spring whos2 coils bear against
the inner wall of the case and are held 11 con-
tact therewith by their spring action.

5 is an arm formed from the end of the wire
of the spiral spring aforesaid, and 6 1s a tooth
or point onthe end of the arm. HSaid arm pro-
jects upward and outward through the slot,
and the pointis adapted to be forced down
into the wood of the pencil.

The bearing of the spring &gainst the case
1s sufficient to retain the pencil in any given

position, while at the same time its hold is not

sufficient to prevent the spring and penecil
from being moved. as desired by means of the
arm, which may be provided with a small
Lnob 7, as a handle.

The 5p1‘1n0 is entirely within the case, and
the arm projects very slightly above ﬂle sloft.
Thus there 18 no pro,]eetmn or point which
may catch upon the clothing or impede the
free handling of the instrument.

I clann— -

The combination, with the pencil and the
slotted case, of the spiral spring arranged
within said case at the rear of the pencil, the
arm projecting from said spring outward
through said slot, and the tooth on the end of
the arm adapted to engage the pencil, sub-

stantially as specified.

In testimony whereofl I affix my 51011(:1‘[111*
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS BURLOCK DE FOREST.

Witnesses:
S. H. HUBBARD,
D. JOSEPH FOLEY
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