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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ROCH R. GAREAU, OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN.

INDICATOR FOR HOTELS.

——

SPECIFIOATION formmg part of Letters Patent No, 393,894, dated December 4, 1888
Apphcﬂ.tmn filed maptember 10, 1888, - Serial No. 289, 065. (No model.)

- T@ all whom it ma; J COTLCETTL;

- Be it known thatI, ROCH R. GAREAT, a citi-

zen of the United btates residing at Detroit,
- 1n the county of Wayne and Sta,te of Michi-

IO

~gan, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Indicators for Hotels, of which

the following is-a specification, 1'efe1enee be-

ing 11.;1(1 thel ein to the aeeompanymﬂ draw—

Ings. :
ThlE: 111?61113101‘1 1e]aﬁres 10 -new :;md useful

improvements in a combined presence-indi-
cator and mail-distributer; and the object of

-y 1nvention is-to provide especially hotels

40

45

- compartments, B.

and. other buildings containing a large num-
-ber of. occupants, ofﬁee-holders or emph)) &8

with a convenient device dlsplayed in the

office of the hotel or other convenient place

of the building, whereby the guest or occu-
pant of the building may on entermﬂ and de-

parting indicate his absence or presence, his
~ time of return, or other general information
- for the convenience of those wanting to see

him without the necessity of Sem‘chmo for
him or making tedious i inquiry.

The object of my device is at the same time
to furnish a distributer for the mail. |

T'o this end my invention consists of a case
divided into a series of individual compart-
ments, one for each guest, oeeupmlt or office-
]101(161‘ each eompm*tment serving to receive
the 111d1v1du&1 mail and bearing uponits front
a door, upon which the dif cerent devices are
(hsplayed by means of which the purpose of
my invention is effected, all as more fully
hereinafter set forth, and shown in the accom-

panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevatlon of myimproved in-
d1eat01* and mail-distributer. Figs. 2 and 3
are enlarged elevations of the front face of
one eompartment
tion on line a «, and Flﬂ 5 18 a horizontal
section on line v . Fig. 6 is an enlarged ele-
vation of the front face of one compartment
showing another arrangement of my device.

A 1S a case or frame, preferably of such or-

namental design as to attract attention. This

is divided by a series of horizontal and verti-

cal partitions into a number of individual
These compartments are

of suttable size to admit of placing the ordi-
nary mail within, and each is provided with
a hinged door, C, in front, preferably provided |

Kig. 4 is a horizontal sec-.

with a loclc and key. Through this door or
above 1t 18 provided a suitable slit, D, for in-

troducing the mail into the 00111p;11tn*1011tb -

wmh(mt opening the door.
Upon the upper portion of the door I dis-
play an ordinary clock-dial having the usual

‘hour and minute hands, If and (w, :—‘md a but-

ton, H, secured upon the shaft of the minute-
hand for conveniently and rapidly setting the

hands at any desired time; or the shaft of the

minute-hand mayhe turn ed by meansof a suit-
able key. The object of this clock-dial is to
enable the temporary possessor of the box to
thereby 1ndicate the hour of his return when-
ever he absents himself. |

Upon a subdivision of the door below the

clock-dial I display the number of the room
which the possessor of the box occupies, and
this number I preferably display upon a de-
tachable button, I, so as to readily change the
number of the room or take the button off and
keep it in one of the drawers J at the bottom
of the case if the box should not Dbe in use.
Next to this numbered button-a space, K, is
provided, upon which the name of the occu-
pant 1s displayed, either by writing it upon a

card and securing such card in pl(we In any

suitable manner, or providing the space with-

a tablet of qﬂwate, slate, parchment, or like

material, which permits of writing and effac-

ing the writinﬂ when the occupant chooses.
The lower end of the door is provided with
a recess, within which is independently jour-

naled a series of index rollers or prisms, L, M,
and N. '"T'he first roller or prism is marked
upon 1ts sides with the different floors of the
building, the second with the days of the
week, and the third with ﬂle 1et’rer's “AL DM
and “ P, M.”

Each roller is provided upon one end with
a milled head, O, which projects slightly
beyond the face of the door, and by means of
which such roller may be rotated to display
any one of itsinscriptions upon the front face
of the door. Thus, for instance, if the pos-
sessor of the box occupies a room on the sec-
ond floor, he turns the roller 1. until the in-
scription “Second Ifloor” appears in front,
and 1t the occupant wants to indicate that he
will return on Tuesday he turns his second
roller until the inseription “Tuesday” is dis-
played. Should he 1‘613111"11 in the morning he
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displays the inseription “A. M.” on the third

roller. Thus the possessor of a box isenabled

by means of the clock-dial to indicate the

hour of his return; by means of the roller M

the day of his '1‘@1?11111., and by means of the
roller N the time of dayv—meaning A, M. or
. M.

On a spring-roller curtain, P, of usual con-

struction, suitably arranged over the clock- "

—_———— e — — ... -

dial, I mark the word “ Py esent,” which when

the ﬂll{}"-d or occupant is in the room or office
15(11'1\1*11 dowrmrover the clock-dial and held in

place by the pin Q, and when the guest or

occupant is absent from the room or office

is allowed to roll up out of view behind the
door (.

203,804

At the bhottom of the case T arrange a series
of drawers, J. Ileretofore referred to. These
drawers are for the convenience of the clerk
in the hotel to keep the different detachable
parts—such as keys, buttons, and so on—in a
suitable place of deposit.

I'rom the construction and desceription of
the device heretofore given, it is evident that
with the help of such a device the clerk in
the hofel has his duty materially lessened, as
he may refer any c Aler upon & certain ﬂucst
to my indicator, which will impart to dl] the
information generally required.

What I claim as my invention 18—

In a device for the purpose described,

- the combination, with a frame or case divided

The grouping of these different deviees
upon the door may bhe varied without c¢hang--
- partments, of a slit leading into each com-

ing the spirvit of my invention. Thus, it de-

sired, it may be found preferable to place the

1‘011@1' 1., which {hapl.;n s the floor on which the

occupant lives, in a group with the buttonin-

dicating the numbm' of the room. T prefer-

ablyv, however, place the rotlers into one hori-

zontal group for fixing therein, if desired, the

push-button 8 of an eleetrical call leading to

the room of the possessorof the box: butsuch
device does not form a necessary part of my

present invention.

I prefer to have the door partly constructed
of glass to make the contents of the box visi-
~and the indicating devices displayed upon

While T have deseribed and shown the dif-
forent devices to he operated on the face of |
the door without opening the door, I do not

ble.

want to confine myself to this construetion,

as 1t may be advisable to have all the adjust-

ments of the movable parts from the inside,
so that they may not be tampered with n]wn
the door is closed. T preferably provide the
ase upon the left hand to act with a vertical
series of boxes, R, insceribed on top “Caller’s
Card,” and alongside of cach box are placed
numbersindicating the numberof the rooms-—
thus, if the caller wishes, he may leave his
_;_ml in the box alongside ol number 15, This
arrangement is not, however, a material part
of my device. |

into compartments or boxes provided with
doors adapted to-close and disclose such ¢com-

partment, and a series of lmllmtnw devices
displayed upon such door for indica 1ling the
number of the room, the floor on w ]11(;}1 sald
room is located, tlm name of the occupant
and the time- 111(11@.;1‘[111;;, devices, and the cur-
tain over the clock-dial, substantially as and
l’m' the purpose described.

In a combined presence-indicator and
nm.ll distributer, the combination,with a frame
or case divided into compartments or. boxes
provided with doors adapted to open and close
such boxes, of a slit into each compartment,

the door, consisting of the clock-dial with in-
dicator llfuula the detachable button ecarry-
ing the roomn 1111111[}@1', the name or card space
provided for, and the series of rollers L, M,
and N, substantially as and for the purpose
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses, this 30th day ot

- August, 1888.

ROCH R. GAREALU.

Witnesses:
JOHN SCHUMAN,
J. PAUL MAYER.
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