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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 393,754, dated December 4, 1888.

Application filed January 21, 1888, Serial No, 261,445,

(No model,)

To all whont it may corncerw.:
Be it known that I, THOMAS J. GAY, of La-

conia, 1n the county of Belknap and State of |

New Hampshire, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Devices for Mov-
ing and Holding Stage-Carpets, of which the
following 1s a speci ﬁeatlon

It 1s the object of my invention to pro 1?1(16

“means whereby a carpet or other floor-cover-

ing may be automatically drawn or carried on

a, Sta-ge or rostrum from the rear of the drop- |

curtain, underneath the same, and up to its
place at or near the foot-lights, and there held
in position when wanted for use, and whereby,
also, the carpet may be automatically drawn

~from in front of the drop-curtain, under and

40

45

.50

to the rear of the same, as, when during a per-
formance, 1t 18 wanted to change the fioor-
covering of the stage or employ the bare floor.

Itiswellknown by all those having acquaint-
ance with stage equipments or paraphernalia
and the giving of theatrical entertainments
that it is frequently necessary to take up and
put down or change the stage-carpet, and that

this thing is c:-ften 1*eq1111*ed to be done during

the performanee and when so neee%mtated
attendants are called who drag the carpet
under the drop-curtain and forward to the
foot lights, where they stretch it over fasten-

2s, or loose the carpet from its fastenings at

'the jfocnt liehts and drag it back 1111(181‘ the

drop- c,m*t*un This work is attended with the

consumption of a not inconsiderable amount

of time, and frequently with accidents, owing
to the small amount of space between the for-
ward edge of the carpet and the foot-lights,
upon which space the attendant is obliged to
work in stretching and fastening the carpet.
Again, this common manner of putting down,
taking up, and changing the stage-carpet not
111f1=eqne11113 mars or 111ter1*'upts the perform-
ance.

By my invention the difficulties and disad-
vantages mentioned are overcome, said inven-
tion consisting of chains, cords, or ropes pro-
vided with hooks or similar devices adapted
to be attached to the edge of the carpet, com-
bined with suitable means for supporting and
operating the chains, cords, or ropes, so that
the carpet may be attached to the hooks or

b rfrlr slesrwr—wsisl-rienlfs rwreS 8 e i

b designates a

- secured to or formed in the forward

similar devices back of the drop-curtain and
the chains or ropes to which the hooks are at-
tached operated by mechanical means, out of
the sight of the audience, to carry the carpet

up to place near the foot-lights, and there
hold it in position or draw it back un der the
- drop-curtain, to be removed. ,

I will now p1oeeed to describe the inven-
tion, so that others skilled in the art may be
able to make and use the invention, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

- to the letters of reference marked thereon,

forming a 1).[:11‘1 of this 51)eclﬁeauon of which

T dmwm

[‘1&111*6 1 1s a top plan view of a square-

_: front stage having my invention applied
- thereto, a square ot carpet being
1)081L1011 and drawn up toward ﬂlouﬂh not

shown 1n

fully to place atthe foot-lights, and a portlml
of the carpet being represented as cut away

to better exhibit the construction of the stage
Fig. 2 18 a bottom plan view
3 18 a sectional view on the.

therebeneath.
of Fig. 1. Iig.
line x « of Fig. 2. I'ig. 4 18 a sectional view
on the line ¢y ¢ of Iig. 2. Ifig. 5 is a top plan
view of a round-front stage equipped with my
invention and having a carpet in position
thereon. - KFig. 6 is a section on the line z z,
Fig. 5, showing also slight modifications of the
invention. -

The same letters of reference designate the
same parts in all of the views.

In the drawings, let a designate the floor
of a stage, rostrum, or platfmm which may
have a Stl‘aiﬂht f1‘011t as shown in Kig. 1, or
the front may be romulod or bowed, as 1‘01)1*0-
sented 1n Fig. 5. -

Having reference to I°i 1gs. 1 to 4, inclusive,
shatt journaled in suitable
bearings fixed to the under side of the floor
a, near the front thereof, on which shaft, at
suitable 1intervals, are secured sprocket-
wheels ¢, around which and similar wheels
or pulleys, d, secured to a shaft, e, arranged

farther back on the under side of the floor,

pass chains f, provided at proper points with
hooks ¢, © which extend barely through slots
hin the floor a, so that they may “he en-
gaged with rings, eyes, or similar devices, 7,

edge of
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the carpet j, which may be secured at its rear
edge and sides, as at &, to the stage-floor.
On one end of the shaft i is secured a bevel-
pinion, [, which is engaged with a like bevel-
pinion, m, on the vertical shalt 2, provided
on its upper end with a hand-w hﬂ-(‘ﬂ1 0, Where-
by the shaft b may be rotated so as 1o move
chains fand their attached hooks ¢, and carry
ordraw the forward edge of the carpet ; back-
ward or forward anyv distance within the lim-
its of the slots /.

It 1s obvious that any other suitable means
for rotating shaft i/ may be emploved in place
of that shown, the means made use of forthe
purpose depending upon the cireumstances
cach case, and so changes
may be made in the form and arrangenment of
other parts of the invention; for example, in-
stead of baving the wheels or pulleys mounted
on the shafit ¢, cach of said 1)111]0\5 neay he
made 111{1(}1}011{10111 of the others in its sup-
porting means and the shaft ¢ dispensed
with.

T'o prevent the carpet ) from becoming dis-
engaged from the hooks ¢, [ provide the latter
with spring-tongues p, which permit of the
ready engagement of the rings or eyves ¢ and
])1'0\*{}111 them from becoming d(*(:l(hlnhtllx dis-
connected therefrom 1n moving the carpet
back and forth nnderthe drop-curtain, which
may be sapposed to have position along the
line (.

The chains /7 may be arranged so that the
upper portion moving between the two wheels

or pulleys ¢ d shall pass through a way, 7,

formed between the two layers 01- hoards (30111—
prising the flooring of the stage, as shown in
[F1gs. 3, 4, and 6; or saud portions of the chains
may be made to move entirely underneath

the floor and pass through any cross-timbers

that may be 1 the way,

Insomeinstances the position of the sprocik-
et-wheels ¢ and their rotary shaft and the
wheels or pulleys « may be changed—that is,
the rotary shaft b and its attached sprocket-
wheels may be secured to the under side of the
stage-floor to the vear of the drop-curtain ¢ and
ihe wheels or pullevs « near to or under the
foot-lights & as represented in Figs. 5 and (—
this construction and ar ‘111ﬂ'(~‘~1neu1 0[ parts
being desirable,if not essential,where the front
of the stage ix mumlmu o1 Howe d, as shown in
IF1g. o, in which case (he size of flie s sprocket-
wheels ¢ may be varied, or the hooks ¢ ar-

ranged on the chains / at different points con-
sidered with regard to the line of the drop-
curtain, morder that when the carpetis drawn
taut aluuﬂ the foot-hights s all portions of the
same will he under ‘Lhe same degree of ten-

3?
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sion, or, in other words, the carpet will he prop-
erly ot 1'(&1.@]1{?(1 over the floor «.

Instead ol employing chains to which the
hooks g are secured, cords or ropes may he
cmployed, as shown 1n Ifig. 6

The operation of my invention will now be
understood without much, 1f any, further de-
Supposing the drop-curtain to be
down and that 1t 1s desired to streteh and se-
cure a carpet on the floor, the shaft O will be
1ot aivd so as to bring the h(m]s.s ¢ onthe chains
to the rear of the curtain, when the carpet
will be secured to the floor at k and attached
at its forward edge to the hooks ¢ of the chain,
and by the rotation of shaft & in the proper
direction the carpet will be drawn under the
drop-curtain to ortoward the foot-lights,where
it may be held hy locking shaft b against ro-
tation by any suitable means.  To talkke up or

Cremove the carpet when the drop-curtain is

down, the shaft i will be rotated 1n a direc-
tion ()])1_)()&110 to that 1 whieh it was moved
when the carpet was stretehed or spread in
place, which operation will draw the forward
edge of the carpet under the drop-curtain to
the rear of the same, where it may he taken
up and removed by attendants entively out of
sight of the audience, '

Having thus deseribed myinvention,what 1

Celanm 1s—

The stage-foor provided with slots or
grooves, combined with movable cords, ropes,
or chains provided with hooks extending into
or through the slots or grooves in the [1001
whereby a ¢ arpet may bhe attached to the
hoolkks and moved [rom place to place and
held 1n position on the [Hoor, substantially as
set forth.

The stage-floor combined with chains,
cords, or ropes provided with hooks adapted
to engage the edge of a carpet, a rotary shaft,
sprocket-wheels on said shaft over which said
chain, cords, or ropes pass, and additional
wheels or pulleys for supporting and guiding
the chain, as set forth.

The stage-floor provided with slots or
orooves, combined with a rotary shaft, b, pro-
vided with a sprocket-wheel, ¢, a wheel or pul-
ley, , and a chain, cord, or rope, £, provided
with a hoolk, g, extending into said slot in the

floor, as set forth.,

In testimony whercof I havesigned my name
to this specification, in the presence of twosuh-
seribing witnesses, this 16th day of January,

A. D. 1888,
TITOMAS J. GAY.

Witnesses:

STEPHEN S. JEWETT,
JAMES II. STORY.
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