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To all whom it may concerns:

Be 1t known that we, GEORGE B. DURKEE
and WOLFGANG BECKER, both citizens of the
United States, residing at Chicago, in the
county of Cook and State of illinois, have in-
vented a certain new and useful Improvement
1n Guitars, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

I’rior to our invention guitar-players have
while playing wusually positioned the right
hand by resting the fourth or little finger upon
the face or “*sound-board’”’ (as it is commonly
termed) of the guitar at a point to permit the
player to pick the strings with the remaining
fingers of such hand. This mode of playing a
guitar 1nvolves certain objectionable features,
among which may be noted a lack of freedom
in the movement of the fingers, owing to the
necessitated position of the hand, a cramping
and tiring of the little finger, a defacement of
the instrament at the point where the finger

of the player rests thercon, and to a certain

extent a cheek upon the desired free vibration
of the instrument.

The object of our invention is to avoid all
of the foregoing objectionable features in gui-
tar-playing and to readily and naturally posi-
tion and rest the right band of the player, so

that while the strings can be picked with ease

and faeility the ends of the player’s fingers
may be ab all times brought in proper contact
with the strings and the free action of the fin-
ogers 1n picking controlled and gaged with ref-
ercnce to the most approved mode of playing.

In ecarrying out our invention we provide
for any ordinary or suitable gunitar a hand-
rest adapted to be so positioned upon the in-
strument that the player may rest the right
hand upon such hand-rest, and at the same
time freely and properly pick the strings.

The hand-rest can be made adjustable in or-
aer to accommodate different lengths of fin-
gers, although exceedingly beneficial results
can be attalned by a non-adjustable hand-rest,
as heremaiter set forth. |

Ifor the broader purposes of this invention
the hand-rest may be of any desired construe-
tion and material, and ean be applied to the
guitar in various ways; but as a special fea-
ture of improvement the bridge is adapted to
serve as a holder for the hand-rest.

!
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In the accompanying drawings, Ficure 1
represents in perspective a guitar with a hanel-
rest applied thereto. Fig. 2 represents in per-
spective and on a larger seale the hand-rest of
¥ig. 1. Iig. 3 represents a section taken on
a horizontal plane through the standard and
swivel-joint of said hand-rest. Tig. 4 repre-
sents a central longitudinal section taken
through a guitar, with another form of hand-
rest applied thereto. Fig. 4* represents the
band-rest of IFig. 4 made adjustable. Tig. 5
shows a section of the guitar-body, and shows
another form of rest applied in a somewhat
different way. Iig. 6 isa view similar to the
preceding figure and shows still another form
of hand-rest.

In Kigs. 1, 2, and 3 the hand-rest A isshaped
somewhat similarto thehead or top of a ernteh
and adjustably connected with a standard, B,
which latter is in tarn adapted to be fitted in
a hole or socket in the bridge C of the guitar.
As one of various waysin which the hand-rest
can be adjustably held upon the standard, the
latter 1s provided with aswivel-joint, D, which
1s adjustably held upon the standard, and the
hand-rest is adjustably connected with the
swivel-Joint, whereby several desirable adjust-
ments of the hand-rest may be made. The
swivel-joint comprises a slecve, ¢, which is
fitted to slide upon the standard and provided
with a suitable bearing, ', for a pivot,
which extends through said bearing and is
provided at one end with a head, &%, having a
hole suitable for the reception of the stem or
shank portion « of the hand-rest. The head
" of the pivot is herein shown fitted in a cap,
', having holes respeetively in register with
the opposite ends of the hole or hore that is
formed transversely throngh the head or en-
larged end ¢’ of the pivot, and said cap is at
oneend beveled and arranged to enter a conical
recess, ¢, in the bearing d'. The pivot is also
provided with a threaded end, d',for a tighten-
ing-nut, ¢', and if preferred a washer can he
arranged between said nut and the bearing
and arccess provided in the latter for a spring,
*, which when properly placed in the recess
will abut against the inner end wall of the re-
cess and the inner side of the washer, although
the spring and the washer can both be is-
pensed with without materially changing the
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character of the device. By tightening up the
nut the cap d' will be wedged into the recess
d’, 80 as to prevent rotation on the part of the
cap, and hence prevent rofation on the part
of the pivot, since the cap and the joint are
keyed together by the stem a, which passes
through both. The tightening up of the nut
also serves to draw the head of the pivot to-
ward the bearing independently of the cap,
whereby the stem ¢ will be drawn laterally in

ammy

purposes be found both practical and desira-
ble. . _
In Fig. 5 the hand-rest A’is formed of a bent
strip of metal having its stem o adapted to
rest on the bridge and prolonged, as at a®, so
that 16t may at its rear end be attached to the
guitar by a pin, ¢*. In such case the pin «*
can have a bearing in the tail-block ¢, which
1s commonly fitted within the guitar-body,and
the bridge can be provided with a pad, ¢, for

its bearings through the cap, and hence will | the stem to rest upon, so as to avoid jarring

bind to an extent to prevent its longitudinal
slip. -'

To hold the bearing d’ on the standard B,
the bearing 1s split, so that when the nut is
tightened up the sleeve ¢ will be tightened
on the standard. On the other hand, when
the nut is loosened, the pivot ean be turned
about its axis to raise and lower and vary the
angle of the hand-rest, in addition to which

 the stem « can be moved longitudinally to
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shift the hand-rest toward or away from the

guitar - neck; also, the sleeve can be both
turned about and adjusted up or down upon
the standard, thereby adjusting the hand-rest
with great nicety; but no limitation is herein
placed upon such particular construction of
adjustable joint, since simpler forms involving
fewer adjustments could obviously be made.
The lower end, b, of the standard is adapted to
enter one of the holes commonly provided in

the bridge for the pins that wedge in such

holes and serve as keepers for the knotted ends
of the guitar-strings, it being seen that upon

removing one of such pins thestandard ean be

put in its place. A separate hole or socket
could of course be provided in the bridge for
the standard; but for the sake of simplieity
we prefer utilizing one of the holes usually
provided for the pins or keepers. |

In Fig. 4 the hand-rest A’ is provided with
a bent stem, «', which takes the place of the
standard of the preceding figures, and which
can, as shown, be inserted intoone of the usual
holes-or sockets in the bridge or in any extra

_socket provided in the bridge for its recep-
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tion.

While tbis particular hand rest is not ad-
justable in height, it will be evident that the
stem ¢ of I'ig. 4 could be made in two parts,
one part, «', being hollow or socketed, as in
Fig. 4% to receive the other part, «°, and pro-
vided with a nut, ¢, arranged to serew upon
the hollow portion of the stem, which latter
should be split, so that the nut can tighten it
upon the other portion of the stem. The hand-
rest iu Fig. 4 can, however, be swung around
into proper position and 1ts stem then wedged
down into the socket in the bridge. The hand
of the player can with such construction be
adjusted upon the hand-rest, in which way the
device will be found convenient and service.

able, and, being simpler and cheaper than the |

device of the first three figures, will in many

2s sef forth.

sound. With such eonstruction the metal strip
can be bent at will, so as to properly position

the hand-rest.

In Fig. 6 the hand-rest A’consists of a metal
strip or wire properly bentand having itsstem
o’ attached to a peg, ¢, which latter isin turn
fitted in a hole or socket in the bridge.

From the foregoing it will be seen that vari-
ous means may be provided for so supporting
the hand-rest as to place it in the desired posi-
tion, and that any suitable mechanical way for
adjusting such hand-rest can be employed.

In playing a guitar, the player in using the
fingers of the right hand to pick the strings
will rest the edge of the palm of the hand on
the hand-rest, in which position the strings
can be picked with ease.

What we claim as our invention is

1. A guitar hand rest adapted for applica-
tion to a guitar in position to support the hand
employed 1n picking the strings, said hand-
rest being of a height to elevate and position
the hand of the player over the sound-board
and to determine the extent to which the fin-
gers can drop toward the strings, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. An adjustable guitar hand rest adapted
for application to a guitar in position to sun-
portthe hand employed in picking the strings,

-substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. Thecombination,withaguitar, of a hand-
rest adapted and arranged to support and po-
sition the hand of the player over the sound-
board and to determine the extent of drop on
the part of the fingers toward the strings, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

4. T'he combination,witha guitar, of ahand-
rest, for the purpose described, supported upon
the bridge, substantially as set forth.-

5. Thecombination,withaguitar, of ahand-
rest, for the purpose described, having a sup-
portfitted within a hole or socket in the bridge,
substantially as set forth.

6. Thecombination,withaguitar, of ahand-
rest, for the purpose described, adjustably con-
nected with a support which is adapted to fit
1n a hole or socket in the bridge, substantially

GEORGE B. DURKEE.
WOLFGANG BECKER.
Witnesses: |
CHAs. G. PAGE,
'IJ. L. PAGE.
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