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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. GRIFFIN, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a Life-Saving Har-
ness for the Use of Firemen and others in Lift-
ing and Resening Persons from Dangerous Lo-
calities, of which the following is a full, clear,

and exact description, reference being had to

the accompanying drawings, making part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
my life-saving harness in position upon a fire-
man. Iig. 2 is aview of the said harness with
the lifting straps hooked to both the front and
back portions of the same. |

The rescue of persons from burning build-
ings and other dangerous localities 1s often at-
tended with mueh diffienlty, for the reason that
the free movements of thearms and legs of the
fireman or other person attempting the rescue
are seriously interfered with by the person be-
ing carried, rendering it often very difficult
for the rescuer to ¢limb out of a window or
door or pass down or up a ladder.

My invention has for its object to provide a

life-saving harness or appliance of simple con-
struetion which can be easily adjusted upon
the shoulders of the wearer, and by means of
which he can readily pick up and carry out a
person without having to use his arms to sup-
port the load thus carried.

To this end my invention consists in a har-
ness composed of bands connected together to
form a yoke or main portion, which fits over
the shoulders and rests upon the breast and

‘back of the wearer, in combination with lift

ing-straps connected therewith at the back and
adapted after being passed around the person
to be carried to be hooked to the front side of
the said harness, whereby the person being car-
ried is closely strapped to the rescuecr, whoge
arms and legs are thus left entirely free and
unimpeded, so that he can use them to the best
possible advantage in escaping with his load,
as hereinafter more particalarly set forth.

In the said drawings, A represents the yoke
or main portion of the harness, which isadapt-
ed to pass over the head and fit upon the shoul-
ders of the wearer. This yoke is composed of

two bands, b ¢, the band & being looped or |

doubled to fit over one shoulder of the wearer
and extending down diagonally across the
breast and back to the waist, where its two

ends are connected together by a piece of 55

leather, d, while the shorter band, ¢, is secured
at its opposite ends to the band i 1n such man-
ner as to rest upon the opposite shoulder, the
head passing through the loop formed by the
two bands.

- The pieced is provided with a socket, 1, for
a hammer, ax, or maul, and on each side of
the socket f is preferably formed a smailer
socket fora hose spanner. A light strap, g, 1s
preferably attached to the socket-piece d, sald
strap being buckled around the waist to steady
the tool socket and keep 1t in place.

The front and back portions of the yoke or
main portion A are each provided with a se-
ries of rings, h, arranged one above the other,
as seen in Fig. 2, and to the rings at the back
portion are secured two stout, lifting straps, I3
B, which are provided with snap-hooks £,
adapted to hook onto the said rings. The op-
posite ends of the lifting-straps are also pro-

vided with snap-hooks {, which are adapted to
engage with or hook onto the rings /4, attached

to the front portion of the harness.

In using theabove-deseribed appliance, when
a fireman or other person wearing the same
enters a burning building or other dangerous
locality to rescue a person therein he simply
passes the free ends of the lifting-straps B B
around the person to be rescued and hooks
them onto the rings 7 on the front side of the
harness, the upper strap passing under the
arms of the person to be carried and the lower
strap around or just below the buttocks, the
person being thus strapped up closely to the
rescuaer, who can then raise and carry the load
without having to use hisarms to support the
weight. The person ean thus be raised and
carried with ease, the lifting-straps being so
attached to the main portion of the harness as
to distribute the weight and strain of the load
equally over the front and back of the wearer,
leaving him the free use of his arms and legs,
so that he can easily pass out of a window or
door, or down or up a ladder, or elsewhere,
the load being suspended from him in such a
manner that it will draw downward equally at
the front and back, thus avoiding any inter-
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ference with the movement of his arms and
legs, w hich are thus free to be used as required .

In making his escape, whereby the operation

of carrying the person being rescued to a place

of satety 1s gr eatly facilitated. |
The rings Lare arranged one above the other

" hooked in different positions to adapt them

~ for encircling persons of different sizes or
[0

it will be obvious that by makmg the 11fbmcr

and providing the latter both at the front and

~ back with a series of rings arranged one above

o ~ the other, as shown, the hames& can beshifted

~ to bring thu tool- sock ets on eitherside to adapt
it to be worn by a right or left handed per-

20

son, either side of- the harness forming the

- front portion, according to the position of the

a0
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. tool-sockets, and a series of rings being thus
~ always found upon the front mde to admlt of

closely hooking up the lifting-straps, as re:
quired. If, however the hmness were made

- for the use of one person only, and not for the
 use of both right and left handed persons, the
~lifting-straps eould be permanently secured to

~ the back portion of the harness, and the front
portion only be provided with a series of rings |
~ for the hooks at the free ends of the straps.
~ The harness is preferably formed of bands
- of stout woven webbing, but leather or other |
suitable material may be used instead, if de-
Instead of abtaehmg the snap- ‘hooks to-
. the hftmcr straps and the rings to the yoke the |

sired.

rings may be attached to the 1lfL11]ﬂ' straps and
the hooks to the yoke. I do not however,

confine myself to the use of snap hooks and
rings for connecting the lifting-str aps with the
main portion of the harness, as it is obvious
that any other suitable deta;ehqble connecting
devices may be used instead.

The above deseribed harness can be used to
great advantage by a hoseman for securing

1

himself to a ladder, as the lifting-straps can
be p‘ISSEd around the sides of. the ladder and
‘hooked in front, when it will hold him se-
‘curely in place and plevent him from being
[ accidentally thrown off.  The harness can also
{ be employed in taking a line of hese or other -
. as shown to enable Lhe lifting-straps to be- | .

load up a ladder or e]sewhere

s

What I claim as my invention, and deSIre to

secure by Letters Patent, is—
- girths, it being desirable that the person being |

T escued should be strapped up astightly as pos-
- sible to the person wearing the harness, and -

1. The combination, with the yoke or main

wearer, and having a series of IIHU‘S, h, on both

the front and back portions, of the detaehable- -
lifting-straps B B, each attached at oneendby
means of a- hook to one of the rings at the —

‘back portion of the harness, and promded at
1t{s other end with 2 hook for engagement with

T
portion c()mpOsedofthe two bandsbd ¢, secured
together and adapted to fit over the shoul- -
| ders and rest upon the breast and back of the
- straps entirely detachable from the hdrness-

: I5

one of the rings on the fr(mt side of the same, 65

-substantlally as described.

2. The main portion of the hqrness com-

Zposed of the looped band b, closed at the boL
tom and adapted to rest 1’11)011 one shoulder:
and extend downward to the waist, and pro- 70
vided at its lower end with one or more sock-
ets for tools, and the band ¢, secared to the
band b at both ends, and adapted to rest upon
the other shoulder, the two forming a yoke
through which the head is passed, and said
harness having a series of rings on both the
front and back portions, wher eby 1t is adapted

to be shifted to bring the tool-sockets on the:

15

right or left hand Slde in eombination with-

the main portion at the back and adapted to -
be hooked to the front of the harness, substan-
tially as set forth.

Witness my hfmd this 11th d33 of August,
A. D. 1888.

- GEO. F. GRIFFIN.

In presence of—
P. E. TESCHEMACHER,
HARRY W. AIKEN.

1 the detachable lifting- stmps B. B, attached to 80
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