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Lo all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES 8. HAGERTY, of
the city of Baltimore, and State of Maryland,
have invented certain Improvementsin Letter-
Boxes,of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates toan improved letter-
box specially designed for application to a
street-car, but which may be employed in va-
rious other positions, after the manner of or-
dinary letter-boxes, as will hereinafter fully

appear.

In the description of the said invention
which follows reference is made to the accom.-
a part hereof, and
in which— | -

Figure 1 is an exterior side elevation of the
improved letter-box together with a portion
of the platform of a street-car, to which the
box 1s shown as attached. Fig. 2 isan exte-
rior end view of Iig. 1. Tig. 3 is a vertieal
section of I'ig. 2, taken on the dotted line za.

Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts in all the figures.

In the said drawings, A represents a seg-
mental hood having open sides made of any
sultable material, adapted for attachment to
the platform-guard of a street-car or any other
sapport. Whis hood, which is formed of the
segmental front and back plates, ¢ and ¥, and
the top ¢, has an opening in the top for the
reception of letters, protected from the weather
by means of a hinged door, «.

B 1s a box, of cast or sheet metal, pivoted
within the hood A at b, and so arranged that
1ts edges ¢ are closely in contact with the in-
ner side of the hood, in order that letters can-

not become wedged between the adjacent sur-

faces of the two parts of the device. The
bottom of the box is
shown in the drawings, and in each lateral
face of the box there is an opening, d, for the
reception of letters, which openings are situ-
ated as near as possible to the upper edge of
the box, so as to give it the greatest practica-
ble capacity. .

Thebox, whennot held in a vertical position
by means of fastening devices hereinafter de-
scribed, is free to fall in either lateral direc-
tion, as shown by its dotted delineation in
Fig. 3, in order that the contents of the box

may be transferred to a mail-pouch or other

the contents of the box.

- that the hood projects somewhat over the sides

preferably rounded, as

| receptacle provided by the collector of letters

for the purpose. -

D 1s a hinged hasp, secured to the hood,
and provided with a slot, e, near to its bot- g3
tom, through which a staple, f, projecting
from the box is passed. An ordinary pad-
lock, g, is used to hold the hinged hasp to the
staple, and prevent unauthorized discharge of
60

When the improved box is to be attached
to the platform-guard of a street-car, the pre-
ferred means of forming the attachment con-
sists of a pair of hooked bars, i, which are
placed over the upper edge of the guard (rep-
resented by E)and a staple, &, which passes
through the said gnard and is made fast by
means of a padlock, I. I do not, however,
restrict myself to the means of securing the
letter-box to the car or to any other support,
as numerous other contrivances could be de-
vised which would answer the purpose of the
devices shown in the drawings.

By reference to Figs. 1 and 2 it will be seen

7C

of the box. This hood therefore forms a shel-
ter for the openings d, to keep out rain, while
it does not interfere with the depositing of
letters. | -

I claim as my invention—

1. In a letter-box, a segmental hood open at
1ts sides, combined with a box pivoted within
the said hood, provided with an opening for
the reception of letters, substantially as and
for the purpose specified. |

2. In a letter-box, a segmental hood, com-
bined with a box pivoted in the said hood, the
sald box having openings for the reception of
letters and locking devices whereby the said
box may be held in a central position in the ole
sald hood, substantially as and for the purpose
specified. .

3. In a letter-box, a segmental hood com-
bined with a box pivoted within the said hood,

a hinge-hasp secured to the said hood, and a 05
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| staple fastened to the said box, adapted to pass

throngh the said hasp, substantially as and
for the purpose specified. |
JAS., S. HAGERTY.
Witnesses: |
W, T, HOWARD,
DANL. FISHER.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

