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To all whom it may concerr. _

Be it known that I, HENRY C. TUCKER, 2
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Newark, in the county of Issex and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Metallic Fence-Posts,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
metallic fence-posts of the classordinarily used
in the construetion of wire fences; and it con-
sists, broadlyspeaking, inimproved means for
rendering the post stable in the earth and
maintaining it in an upright position; also to

improved means whereby the wires may be

attached to the posts, and also to improved
methods of construction whereby the parts of
the posts may be disconnected during trans-
portation, thus reducing their bulk.

In the drawings the same reference letters
indicate the same parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 illustrates a plan view of my in-
vention, a parfofthe post being broken away,
showing the shoe at the lower end of the post,
the anchor at or near the surface of the ground,
and the wire-attaching hooks abovetheanchor.
Fig. 1* illustrates a side view of the post,
showing the manner in which the wire-sup-
porting hooks are stamped out from the post.
IFig. 2 illustrates a top view of the anchor.
Figs. 3, 4, b, and 6 1illustrate modified con-
structions of posts. Iig. 7 illustrates a modi-
fied construetion of the means for attaching
the wires to the posts,

A is the shaft or upright of the post. It is
preferably made of rolied angle-iron. It may
be simply L.-shaped, as shown in IFigs. 1, 17,
and 2, or it may be T-iron, or square, or
round, as preferred, or it may be made in the

 forms shown in Figs. 8, 4, and b.

50 P . : e
is about fo be set, which, affer insertion, I8 |

B ig a shoe, which may be made of cast-iron.
It is pointed at ifs lower end and provided
with flanges or ribs € and an upwardly-ex-
tending portion, D, which 1S recessed to re-
ceive the lower end of the post.
the recess of course conforms to that of a eross-
seetion of the post. |
- B isa holecast or ctherwise foried in the
shoe, which registers with a corresponding
hole made in the lower end of the post. A
in passes through these holes when the post

TS

'The shape of -

preferably bent sidewise by a blow from a ham-
mer or otherwise, whereby the shoe will be
permanently locked on the end of the post.

K I are flat surfaces formed on the upper 55
edges of the flanges C, upon which the com-
pacted earth rests and firmly holds the post
down. Ior the corner-posts, gate-posts, &e.,
these flanges may be made very wide, if de-
sired, so that the lifting strain will be over- 6o
come and the posts held down in proper place.

- (& is the top anchor. It may also be made
of cast-iron in substantially the form of the
shoe B. Ithas flanges H H H'H’, correspond-
ing to those on the shoe, but preferably con-
siderably larger in all dimensions, and I pre-
fer that the flanges which lie parallel with the
line of fence, as seen at H” H', should be con-
siderably wider than those which lie crosswise
thereof, so that lateral inclinations of the fence,
towhich 1t 18 especially liable, may be avoided.
There 1s no objeetion to making all the flanges
of this top anchor of the same size as those
which resistlateral inclinations, excepting that
such construection unnecessarily consumes
metal and adds to the weight of the anchors,
increasing cost, transportation charges, labor,
&e. It will be noticed that the flat surfaces at
the upper edges of the flanges on the anchor
are beveled in toward the flange on their un-
der sides. They areso made in order that the
anchor may be more readily driven into the
earth, and these flat surfaces do not extend
from flange to flange, but radiate from the cen-
ter, as do the flanges themselves. Thisis done
for the same reason. If they wereso wide and
flat on their under surfaces as to resemble to
any considerable-extent a flat plate, then the
anchor could not be driven into the ground.
The anchors are recessed vertically from end
to end, through which recess the post passes,
so that they may slide on the post. The re-
cess, of course, conforms in shape to that of a
cross-section of the post. A pin, J, passes
throughahole madein the anchorand through
corresponding holes made in the post,whereby
when the post 13 set the anchor may be rigidly
attached to 1t. I prefer to make a series of
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holes, J' J7, in the post at about three inches
apart, so that 1nequalities of the suria¢a of the 100
ground may be compensated for by slightiy-
differing vertical positions of the anchor.




5. hook form, as shown in Figs. 1 and 1=

IO
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K arehoolt-shaped pieces pu nched out of the |

angle-pieces or flanges of the post, being at-
tached to the post at one end, the punching-
tool throwing out the opposite or free end in

The
wires are attached tothe post by being placed
within this panched-out hook-like part, and
when properly in place therein will be firmly
caught and held by simply tapping the upper
part of the hook back again toward the post,
and preferably partly within the slot formed
in the post by the out-punching of the hook.

T'his 18 seen at L, Hig, 1,
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In the event of the posts being used with
picketed wire fencing it will sometimes hap-
pen that a picket will comeopposite the hooks
on the post. This has heretofore been an an-
noying ineidentin the useof this kind of fence,
becauseof the unsatisfactory means which then
have to be employed to fastenthe fenceto that
particular post.
making the posts in the form shown in end-
wise view 1n Ifigs, 3 and 4—that is to say,
having two spaces, M M, projecting in one
direction and one end in the opposite di-
rection, the separation of the spaces M M be-
ing preferably somewhat greater than or cer-
tainly equal to the width of the picket, and

I form the hooks K K in the posts at or near

these two spaces, as shown in different forms
in ¥igs. 3 and 4. Thus it will be impossible
for a picket to cover or come opposite to both
series of the hooks, and if oneseries should be
covered by the picket a blow with the ham-
mer will bend them out of the way, as seen at

O, Fig. 3, and the other series will then be in |

proper position to engage with the wire be-
tween contiguous pickets, as seen at P, Fig.
3. 1 prefer the construction of picket of this
class shown at Fig. 4. In the event of the
pickets being tubular, either angular or reund,
the hooks should be punched out before the
posts are given their final shape.

The posts may be made in the form shown.

in I'ig. 5-—that is tosay, L.-shaped and having
little flanges on the edges from which the
hooks will be punched; or the T-shaped posts
(shown in Fig. 6) may havethe hooks punched
out from the opposite side of the cross-bar.
In Fig. 7 1 illustrate an alternative meaus
whereby the fence-wires may be held to the
posts. Q1is a simple disk or button of metal
having a bolt-hole and bolt R. The disk is

horizontally recessed, as at S, in which recess

the wire Tis placed, and then by screwing up
the nut U on the bolt the wire is confined in
the reeess s and firmly held in place.

The operationisobvious. During transpor-
tation the shoe and the anchor may be discon-
nected from the post proper and packed in a
box or sent in bulk, and the posts may be
wired togetherin"bundles,thus rendering them
convenientfor handling and reducing their
bulk.-” When delivered at the place where the

b5 fence is to be constructed, the shoes arc at-
tached to the bottoms of the posts, the anchors |
having been first slipped on the posts, and the

[ obviate this difficulty by
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shoes are fastened on the ends of the posts by
the pin, as hereinbefore explained. The anch-

ors may be fastened 1n place by a like pin
vetore the driving of the posts or afterward,

-as preferred. The postis then driveninto the

ground by any suitable means, it not being or-
dinarily necessary to make any hole forit. It
makes 1ts own hole by means of the pointed
shoe. The corner- posts, however, and the
gate-posts, which have the wide-faced flanges
¥ to prevent lifting tendenecies, usually re-

quire a hole to be partially if not entirely.

made, because they are otherwise difficult to
drive. Thiswill depend,however,on thechar-
acter of the soil. After the post has been
driven to the desired depth, then the earth
should preferably be compacted around the
post to close up the slight enlargement of the
hole caused by the downward passage of the
shoe, and then the top anchor is driven down
firmly in place just under the surface of the
ground and fastened by the pin,which is then
preferably clinched by lateral bending. Of
course 1f the anchors are fixed to the post prior
to driving,then they will enter the ground and
assume their proper position therein during
the driving operation. The fence is then laid
ot by the side of the line of posts and en-
gaged with the hooks or disks, as the case may
be, and fastened as before set forth.:

I do not limit myself to the details of con-
struction shown, since it will be apparent to
those familiar with this art that they may be
departed from and still my invention be em-
ployed.

I elaim—

1. A metallic fence-post comprising an up-
right, a pointed shoe provided with Iateral
flanges, an anchor, also provided with lateral
flanges, and a post-receiving recess extending
through the anchor and having flat surfaces on
the tops of the flanges wider than the flanges,
but not extending from flange to flange, the
under side of said flat surfaces being inclined
toward the flanges, whereby the anchor may
be driven beneath the earth, said anchor and
shoe being each provided with a cross-hole
which registers with holes in the post, where-
by the shoe and the anchor may be detachably
attached to the post, substantially as set forth.

2. A metallic fence-post comprising an up-
right, a pointed shoe, and an anchor, the shoe
and the anchor having laterally - extending
flanges and substantially horizontal flat sur-
faces on the upper edges of the flanges, which
arc wider than the flanges, and which are ta-
pered on their under surfaces at an angle to
the flange, whereby they may be driven with
greater ease, substantially as set forth.

3. An anchor for a metallic fence-post, hav- |

ing downwardly and radially tapering lateral
flanges, the upper edges of which are widened
laterally and are substantially flat on the up-
per surface, but taper toward the flanges on
their under surfaces, and a recess in its cen-
tral vertical portion adapted to receive the
post, substantially as set forth.
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4. A shoe for a inetallic fence-post, having

a pointed lower end and laterally - extending

flanges, the upper edges of which are widened
laterally and are substantially flat on the up-
per surface, but taper toward the flange on
their under surfaces, substantially as set forth.

5. As an improvement in anchors and shoes
for metallic fence-posts, laterally-extending
flanges therefrom which are thicker at their
upper edges than at the lower portion,whereby
the superimposed earth may act as a weight
upon the thickened upper edges, substantially
as set forth. | |

6. A metallic fence-post having two series |
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of independent wire supporting and confining 15
devices, which project laterally beyond the
sides of the post in the same horizontal planes,

but in different vertical planes, the two series
being separated by a space at least equal to |
the width of a picket of the fence, substantially 2o
as set forth.

Signed at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, this 29th day of
May, A. D. 1888S.

HENRY C. TUCKER.

Witnesses:

PHILLIPS ABBOTT,
WILMER . BOWEN.
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