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Io all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE D. KEACH a
civizen of the United States, residing at Dallas,
in the county of Dallas and State of Texas,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Devices for Auntomatically Exhibit-
ing Business-Cards, &ce.; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This 1nvention relates to devices for exhibit-
Ing business-cards, photographs, samples, &e.,
for advertising purposes or for pastime; and
it has for its object to provide a simple inex-
pensive device which may be placed. in the
upper part of a desk sueh as are found in ho-
tel reading-rooms and other places'of public
resort, or in a frame and placed in show-win-
dows, to automatically at intervals remove the
back card or photograph from a pack or num-
ber of cards or photographs which have been
placed 1n the device and dropitin frontof the
pack, so that 1t may be seen through an open-
ing formed 1n the frame; and it consists of the
parts and combinations of parts hereinafter
cleseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figurel is a rearele-
vation of my device; Fig. 2, a vertical section
on the line X X, Fig.1, showing the movable
slide In position to raise a card; Fig. 3, a like
view showing the slide raised and a card in po-
sition to drop to the front; Fig. 4, a side view
of a card.

similar letters refer tosimilar partsthrough-
out the several views.

A represents a panel for a desk or other ar-
ticle of that nature, having an opening, B,
therein, which may or may not be covered by
a pane of glass, as desired. To the rear side
of the panel an upright, C, is secured on each
side of the opening, having an overlapping
strip to form a retaining-guide, D, for the side
bars, K, of the sliding frame. At a point
siightly above the upper end of the openingin
the panel, and at a suitable distance from the
rear side of the panel, a cross-bar, ¥, having
a2 beveled upper edge, d, is secured in an in-
clined position longitudinally to the uprights
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C, and 1s cut away on 1{s upper edge at about
its center to form a recess, as at e. At the
lower end of the opening two angle-irons are
secured to form rests 3, on which the cards, M,
to be exhibited are supported. On each side s5j5
of the opening on the rear side of the panel A
one end of a carved flat or wire spring, H, is
secured, 8o as to press the cards back against
the sliding frame. This frame consists of the
side bars, K, connected at their upper and 6
lower ends by cross-bars L, to the upper cross-
bar of which a flat bar, N, of some suitable
spring metal, 18 secured at one end and ex-
tends downwardly and inwardly, acd is bent
to form a hook or catch, a¢; or the hook may 65
be welded, riveted, or otherwisesecured there-
to, as found most convenient. The object of
the hoolk 1s to project slightly under the rear-
most card, so that when the frame is moved
upwardly said eard will be carried with it un- 7q
til the bottom of the card 1s lifted above the
beveled upper edge of bar I, when, upon the
downward movement of the sliding frame, it
willdrop down 1n front of the pack, the springs
H being of such light material as to be easily 75
forced toward theiront and permit the passage
of the card. - The cards areeach bound at their
lower edge and partly along their sides with
tin, m, which gives them sufficient weight to
overconie the strength of the springs H. 80
When the sliding frame is raised by the
means hereinafter deseribed,the hook onspring
N will come 1n contact with the side of bar It
and force the spring backward until the hook
reaches the cut-out or recess e in said bar, 85
when 1t moves forward, carrying the card with
15, and on the downward movement of the
frame the hook 1s again pushed back, thus re-
moving the support from the card and permit-
ting it to drop down. g0
The sliding frame may be actuated in any -
desired manner and by any motor, and I show
on¢ means of moving the same in Fig. 1, in
which R represents a short rod or link, con-
nected at one end to the upper bar, L, of the g5
sliding frame and at its other end to one end
of a lever, i, the other end of which is suit-
ably fulecrumed to any part of the frame-work
of the device. At a suitable point in lever S
one end of a roq, I, is pivoted, its other end 100




10

15

R

being connected to a crank, W, on the end of
a shaft, Y, which is actnated by any Suwable
spring or water motor.

It will be understood that any number of
these devices may be arranged in one desk or
frame and all operated by suitable connections
from the motor.

Having thus described my inv entlon what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. The combination, in a device for anto-
matically exhibiting business-cards and the
like, of a panel having an opening therein,
uprights having the retaining-guides secured
on each side of said opening, the angle-irons

secured beneath said opening, a longitudinal-

~ ly-inclined bar having a beveled upper edge

20

provided with a recess extending across said ; s
panel, a sliding frame having a spring secured
thereto, a hook on said spring, and means for

giving said frame a vibratory or reciprocating

movement, substantially as described.
2. The combination, in a device for auto-

matically exhibiting business-cards and the

391,160

like, of a sliding fra,me guides for said frame, 25 -

a spring having a hook near its free end se-

cured to said frame an inclined cross-bar hav-
ing a beveled upper edge and a recess formed

in said edge, the cards having metal-bound

edges, supports for said cards, springs to hold 3o

said cards against the sliding irame, and means

for reciprocating said fmme Substa.ntmlly as

described.
3. The combination, with the sliding frame

“of a device for automatlcally exhibiting cards 33

and the like, of the link R, connected at one
end to said frame, the 1ever_ S, fulerumed at
one end and connected to link R at the other,

‘the rod T, pivotally connected to said lever S o
| the crank W, connected to rod T, and means 40 -

for revolvmg sald crank, substfmtlally as de-
sceribed.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
prezence of two witnesses.
- GEO. D. KEACH.
Witnesses:
W. H. PRATHER,
R. T. Y ATES.
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