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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, DAvID HOWARD and
STEVEN W. WARD, citizens of the United
States, and remdenfs of Dublin, in the county

5 of Wayne and State of Indiana, ‘have invented
certain new - and useful Improvements 1n
Fences; and we do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-

Ventlon such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings,and to letters or figures of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of .
this specification. |

Figurel ofthe drawings isa perspective view
of the invention, and Fig. 2isa vertical section.

The invention relates to improvements in
tences composed of pickets and wire, the ob-
ject being to provide a means of bracing the
20 fence, so that long sections may be placed

firmly between posts, thus requiring fewer
posts and consequently reducing the expense;
~and the invention consists in the novel combi-
nation of parts, as hereinafter set forth.
25  Referring to the drawings, A represents two
posts firmly seated in the ground at any re-
quired distance aparf, and B designates the
pickets secured between the posts A by the
woven or twisted wires C.

D shows cross-pieces of wood or other ma-
terial placed upon the ground beneath the
fence and at right angles thereto, so that the
ends project at each side of the fence.

E 1s a wire secured by a staple, I, or other-
wise to each end of the cross-piece D. The
middle of the wire engages by one or more
turns the top wire of the fence, as at ¢'. By
this means a long section of fence may be
firmly anchored and rigidly held against the
action of the wind. Itisobviousthatthe cross-
pieces may be placed at any distance apart
deemed necessary. We find, however, that
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| the pieces should not be more than twelve fect

apart.

H represents a short post of wood or metal 45
driven into the ground between the lower wire
of the fence midway between two cross-pieces,
so that three or four inches extend above the .
oround.

Wires I, secured (as at K) tothe posts H,ex- so
tend obliquely upward to the lower wires of
the fence,to which they are attached by a twist,
as shown. _

The wires I secure the lower part of the fence-
section from lateral motion, as well as bracing gs
1t longitudinally.

The wires E may be duplicabed, if desired,
and engage the several wires of the {ence.

The braces L, having one end seated in the
ground and the upper end sealed in a notch
near the upper end of the posts A, hold said
posts in a rigid upright position, preventing
the sagging of the wire and pickets between
the posts.

Having described our invention, what we
claim 18—

In a fence, t.he.combmat-lon, with the posts
A, the pickets,.and the wires securing said
pickets forming long sections between posts,
of the cross-pieces placed upon the ground be- 70
neath and at right angles to the fence, the
wire I, secured at its ends to the ends of the
cross-pieces and engaging centrally with the
top wire, the posts H,seated in the ground,the
oblique wires secured to said posts and to the 75
lower wire, and the braces 1., substantially as
specified.:

In testimony whereof we affix our mgnatures
in presence of two witnesses.

DAVID HOWARD.
WARD.

60

STEVEN W.
Witnesses:
EILMER M. DRULEY,
A, M. REED.
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