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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM ARMSTRONG,
a citizen of the United States, residing at In-
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Tables, of which the follow-

1Ing is a specification. |
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The object of my said inventionisto provide
a ‘‘knoekdown’’ center-table which can be
easily and quickly taken apart when it is de-
sired to pack the same for shipping or other
purposes, thus permitting said table to be put
Into a very small space and handled with great
convenlence, as will be presently more fully
described. - o -

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are made a part hereof, and on which
similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a table
embodying my said invention, one of the legs
being detached to show the construction more
clearly; Tfig. 2, a vertical section through the
parts to which my invention particularly re-
lates, on an enlarged scale, on the dotted line
22 1In Fig. 3; Fig. 3, a cross-section on the
dotted line 3 3 in Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a detail view
showing the edge of one of the legs with its
part of the coupling and the other part of the
coupling separate from the central post in po-
sition thereon, the parts being shown in eleva-
tion; Kig. b, a view in elevalion of the rear
side of one part of the coupling,similar to that
shown in Fig. 4, except that one is formed for
a “*right-hand’’ and the other fora ¢* left-hand’’

5 coupling; Fig. 6, a perspective view of one
-part of the coupling separately; Fig. 7, a cen-

tral section through the same; Fig. 8, a per-
spective view of the other part of the coup-
ling; Fig. 9, a perspective view illustrating g
modified form of the construction; Fig. 10, a
cross-section illustrating still another modified
construction on the dotted lines 10 10 in Figs.
11 and 12; Fig. 11, a vertical section of the
same on the dotted line 11 11 in Figs. 10 and
and 12, and Fig. 12 a vertical section of the
same on the dotted lines 12 121in Figs. 10 and 11.

Insald drawings,the portions marked A rep-
resent the legs of the table; B, a central post
to which said legs are connected; C, a part se-
cured 1n each of said legs and forming a por-
tion of the means for coupling them to said
central post,and D a part secured in each side

of said central postand forming the other por-

tion of the coupling device.

The top with the legs A and post B are in 55

themselves of an ordinary and well-known
construction, and therefore need no special de-

seription.
The part C consists of a plate set into the

edge of each leg where it is joined to the een- 6¢

tral post, provided with a stud, ¢, with ears¢’
extending out at right angles therewith at its
end, giving said stud a T-shaped form.

The part D 1s set into each of the faces of

the central post, B, and is formed with a lon- 65

gitudinal slot adapted toreceive the T-shaped
stud of the part C. Initsrear side are formed
notches d on each side of said slot, with the up-
per shoulder on one side and the lowershoul-
der on the other side arranged to form a stop
or rest for the opposite ends of the head of the
stud ¢. T'he inner faces of the ears forming the
head of said stud are formed inclined,and the
bottom of each notch d is also formed inclined,
so that when the two parts are put together
and turned to position the faces are brought
to bind tightly against each other and make a
rigid connection. Oneleg of each pair—a pair
being the two legs opposite each other—is
coupied to the post with a right-hand coup-
ling and the other with a left-hand eoupling,
as shown, (see Figs. 2, 4, aud 5,) and thus the
several parts are more securely locked and
braced in position, and any liability of the
parts becoming loosened when the table is
rolled from place is obviated.

In Fig. 9 I show a modified construction,
wherein the central post, B, extends up to the
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table-top, which it supports, and has feet A .

coupled to it in the manner described.

In Figs. 10, 11, and 12 I show another alter-

native form,which may be used when desired.
In this each pair of legs is coupled together,
the part C of the coupling being set into one
leg and the part D into the other leg of each
pair. Oune pair being thus coupled together,
the other pair is secured in position by insert-
ing the T-shaped stud d (which is formed of

the necessary length) through a hole provided:

above the coupling of the first pair and con-
necting the same to the other leg on the oppo-
site slde, as will be readily understood by an
examination of said figures of the drawings.
The several parts of this table being con-
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structed gs deseribed, it is put together by
turning the legs A at right angles with the
post B and inserting the T-shaped stud of the
part D through the longitudinal slot in the

part C, and then turning said leg back to a !

position parallel with said post B, thus turn-
ing the head of said stud ¢ into the notches
formed in the rear side of the part G, their 1n-

clined faces serving to make a very tight and

rigid joint and the shoulders of said notches
serving to stop and hold the parts in the posi-
tion desired. Each leg being thuscoupled to
the part A, the frame for the top is placed 1n
position, where it is secured by pins or screws
to the tops of the legs in the well-known man-
ner. Whenitisdesired to take thetableapart
for packing or other purposes, the top 1s re-
moved and the legs quickly and easily an-
coupled from the central post by simply
turning them to a position at right angles
therewith and withdrawing the stud from its
connection with the part D,as will be readily
understood.

Having thus fully deseribed my said inven-
tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 18—

1. The combination, in a knockdown center- |

table, of the legs A, the central post, B, and a

coupling device for each leg, composed of the
interloeking parts Cand D, one of which Is
secured in a leg and the other in one side of
said central post, a portion of said legs being

provided with right-hand and the others with

a left-hand coupling, whereby said table 1s
made rigid and secure, substantially as set
forth. |

2. The combination, in a center-table, of a
coupling device for securing the legs together,
consisting of the part C, formed with the T-
shaped stud ¢, the inner surfaces of the head
of which are inclined, and the part D, formed
with the slot adapted to receive said stud,and
a notch on each side of said slot with inclined
surfaces adanted to interlock with the head of
said stud, a shoulder of each notch being ar-
ranged to bear against opposite sides ot the
head of said T-shaped part and serve as astop
for the same, substantially as set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this
13th day of October, A. D. 1887.

WILLTAM ARMSTRONG. [L.s.]

\Witnesses:
E. W. BRADFORD,
THARLES L, THURBER.
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