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To all whonv it may concern.:

Be it known that I, TARGE G. MANDT, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Stoughton, in the county of Dane and State

5 of Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tongue-Supports for
Vehicles; and I do bereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, which will enable others

ro skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the front

I
: my improved tongue - support in position.
Fig. 2 is a front view of the spring-support
detached. Tig. 3 is a side view of one of the
devices for adjusting the tension of the spring-.
support. Tig. 4 is a detail view of one of the
adjustable plates to which the spring-support
is fastened and by means of which 1ts press-
ure or tension isregulated, and IFig. 5 1sa lon-

‘gitudinal sectional view through the spring-

support and its attachments. - |
Like letters of reference denote correspond-
ing parts in all the figures. |

My invention has relation to so - called
‘‘tongue-supports,’”’ or means whereby the
rear end of & wagon-tongne may be supported
in such a manner as to reduce to a minimum
the strain upon the necks of the team; and
my improvement consists in the detall con-
struction and combination of parts of the ad-
35 justable spring-support, which will be herein-
after more fully described. -

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
denotes the front axle of a vehicle provided
with my improved tongue-support, while B B
denote the forwardly-projecting parts of the
hounds, which are connected by the usual
draw-bolt, C, upon which the poie D 18 hung or
pivoted, the said draw-bolt C passing through
apertures made in the hounds and tail-end of
the pole. ..

Upon the top of thelatter is fastened a plate,
E, the rear end of which extends beyond the
cross-bar F of the hounds, so that it will,when
the pole isattached inits proper position upon
50 the draw-bolt, project underneath the middle
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part of therunning-gear of a vehicle, showing |

part of the spring supportG. The latter con-
sists of one or more layers or leaves of steel,
according to the degree of stiffness which it 1s
desired to impart to it, and has attached to-
ward the under side of its middle part two 55
plates, H H, bent at right angles, so as to form
ouides for the rearwardly-projecting plate E
of the tongue, which, when the tongue 1is in
position, will bear against the under side of
the spring-support, and is prevented from lat- 6o
eral play or motion by the plates H .

The ends of the spring-support G are bent
upwardly at right angles, as shown at I I, and
said bent ends are inserted through slots J in

‘plates K, one at each end of the spring-sup- 63
“port.

Each of the plates K has alongitudinal
slot, I, at right angles to the upper horizon:
tal slot, J, and is fastened by means of a bolt,
M, inserted through the said slot Lto adown-
wardly - projecting bracket or bearing, N, 70
bolted to the under side of the hounds and
projecting downwardly therefrom. Thus 1t
will be seen that by loosening or tightening
the bolts M the plates K K may beraised or low-
ered, thereby raising or lowering the spriug- 75
support, and the tension or pressure of the
same against the rearwardly-projecting end of
the tongue may be adjusted in such a manner
as to adjust the strain of the forward end of
the pole upon the neck of theteam. Thisad- 8o
justment may be effected with little trouble
and in a moment’s time, and without remov-
ing the tongue or removing any parts of the
device. |

Having thus described my invention,Lelaim 83
and desire to secnre by Letters Patent of the
United States—

1. The combination, with the ranning-gear
of a vehicle, of the tongue, which is provided
with a projection extending back of the rear go
cross-bar, an elastic tongue-support secured at
its ends to the hounds of the vehicle, and two
right-angled plates secured to the under side
of the support, the downward-projecting por-
tions of which engage with the projection of g5
the tongue and prevent lateral movement,sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. The combination,withthe running-gearof
a vehicle, of the tongue,the elastic or ylelding
tongue-support bent at opposite ends, and the 100
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adjusting - plates suitably fastened to the In testimony that I claim the foregoing as miy ro
hounds and provided with horizontal slotsfor | own I have hercunto affixed my signature in
the insertion of the {ree ends of the tongue- | presence of two witnesses.

support and with vertical slots for the 1nser-

5 tion of the bolts or screws,wherebysaid plates TARGE G. MANDT.
may be adjuasted forthe purpose of regulating
the tension of the support against the rear- Witnesses: |
wardly-projecting end of the tongue, substan- THORVALD C. LUND,

tially as set forth. | OswArLDp I, Krorr.
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