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To all whomv it mal €ONCEFIL:

Be it known that I, THOMAS E. LEWIS, of
the eity of Vieksburg and State of Mississippi,
have invented certain Improvements in a De-
vice for Cutting Buttons from Shoes, of which
the following is & specification. _

This invention, in common with others of
its class, is for the purpose of cutting the

stitches which hold the buttonsto the shoe, 1n |

order that they, or others, may be fastened by
means of more permanent devices; and it con-
sists in a comnbination of contrivances, all of
which co-operate to form a machine whereby
either the right or left shoe may be operated
on, as will hereinafter fully appear.

In the further deseription of the said inven-
tion, which follows, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings, forminga part hereof,
and in which—

Figure I is an exterior front view of the 1m-
proved machine, and Fig. 11 an edge view of
Fig. I111s a section of a part of the

invention, taken on the dotted line z z, Fig. I.

Simiiar letters of reference 1indicate similar

parts in all the figures. |

In the said drawings, A is a stand, and B a
slotted tube having branches C and D lead-

ing, respectively, to the right and left, to suit
the reversed eurvature of the row of buttons
on the right and left shoe. |

The tube B is preferably made of sheet metal,

and to its back is fastened a flange, b, which
liescloselyin contact with the face of the stand,
to which it is secured in any suitable manner.

Near to the bottom of the stand A 1s a hole,
f, which passes entirely through the stand,
“and over this holeon the frontsideof thestand

issecured a conducting-box, B, having asharp-
ened front edge, which answers the purpose of

40 a knife to sever the buttons from the upper as

thestitches which hold them in placeareforced

:
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in contact with it in the operation of the ma-
chine, as hereinafter described. At the rear
side of the stand and opposite the hole fisan-

other box adapted to receive the buttons as

cut from the shoe, and this box I i1s preferably

made so as to be removable in order that it‘

may be emptied of its contents.

It is necessary to the operation of the ma-
chine in a satisfactory manner that the knife-
edge of the box I should stand a certain dis-
tancein front of the tube B, so that thestitches,
and not the necks of the buttons, will comein
contact with it, and the relative positions are

| more easily arranged by having the knife in-

dependent of the tube than connected to it.
In using the machine the row of buttons is
placed in one of the branches of the tube and
the shoe forced rapidly down, when, as each
button comes tothe knife edge of the conduct-
ing-box E, it is severed from the upper, and,
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falling to the said box, passes through the

hole 1 to the box I.

I elaim as my invention— -

1. In combination with a stand, a slotted
tube having two branches, one leading to the
right and the other to the left, and a box situ-
ated under thesaid slotted tubehaving a sharp-
ened front edge, substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

2. In combination with a stand, a slotted
tube having two branches, one leading to the
right and the other to the left, a box situated
under the said slotted tube having a sharp-
ened front edge, and a second box in commu-
nication with the first, substantially as and for

the purpose specified.
THOMAS E. LEWIS,

Witnesses:
PRENTISS LEWIS,
‘H. B. VANDENBURG,
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