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Be 1t known that I, DAVID CROWT GLL, of
Yarmouth, in the county of Barnstable, State
of Massachusett-s? have 1nvented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Cranberry-
Gatherers, of which the following is a deserip-

tion sutficiently full, clear, and exact to enable

any person skilled in the art or science to
which said invention appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-

proved cranberry-gatherer, a portion of the |

side thereof being broken away and the strip-
per being represented as elevated; Fig. 2, an
end elevation of the stripper detached; Fig. 3,
plan views representing modifications of the
comb; Fig. 4, a central longitudinal sectional
view of the rear portion of Fig. 1 for refer-
ence.

Like letters and figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in the dlfferent figures of

the drawings.

My invention relates to that class of cran-

berry-gatherers which are portable and oper-
ated by hand; and 16 consists 1n certain novel

features, as hereinafter fully set forth and
claimed, the cobject being to produce a more
effective and otherwise desirable device of this
character than 1s now in ordinary use.

The nature and operation of the improve-

ment will be readily understood by all con-

versant with such matters from the following
explanation.

In the drawings, A A represent the side
pieces, B the end piece, and C the eross-bar
connecting the side pieces, these parts consti-
tuting the body of the machine. Pivoted af
its rear end on a rod, x, between the side
pleces A, in front of tne cross-bar C, there is
a Stripper, D, consisting of the side pieces n,
end piece f, cross-bars v v, and reticulated
top g.

A horizontally-arranged handle, E, is dis-
posed centrally over the rear portion of the

- gatherer, said handle being supported at ifs

forward end by a standard, ¢, which projects
upwardly {rom the cross-bar C, and at its rear

50 end by two standards, ! /, which project up-

| wardly from the end pie'ce B. Standards !

form supports for the handle E. A lever, F,

is centrally pivoted onrod d tothe upper por-
tion of the cross-bar C, the forward end of said
lever passing loosely through a ioop, 4, at the 55
top of the end piece /' of the stripper D, and

1ts rear end being inserted between the stand-
ards { {. An elongated slot, ¢, 1s formed at the
center of the lever F to receive the standard ¢,
said standard and also the standards ! { serv- 60
ing as guides to keep said lever 1n proper po-

_Sltl(m

The central upper pmblon of the end piece
B 1s cubt away, as shown, forming an opening,
k, to permit the lever I to oscillate freely, and 6 5
surrounding the opening thus made and inrear
thereof there is & reticulated outwardly-

curved guard, ¢, to prevent the accidental es-

cape of the cranberries from the body of tho

gatherer,
Disposed on the lever If, at the rear of the

‘cross-bar U, there is a ‘‘grasshopper-spring,’’

H, one membex of which presses against a
downwardlyacurved metallic plate, p, on the -
under side of the handle E, said spring acting
expansively to constantly depress the rearend
of said lever and elevate the stripper D.

The botiom of the gatherer consists of a
horizontal series of rods, J,which are arranged
parallel with each other and project horizon-
tally from the front side of the end piece B,
near 1ts lower edge, the ifree ends of sald rods
being pointed and bent slightly upward, as
Shcmn ab 0.

Hach side of the gatherer consists of one of §;
the side pieces A and a vertical series of rods,

K, which are arranged parallel with each other
and project horizontally {rom the frontside of
the end niece B,beneath said side piece,the free
ends of said rods being pointed, asshownatr. gn
The side rods, K, are slightly longer than the
bottom rods, J, and arealso of unequallenwths,

the npper one being longest, the next slightly
shorter, and so on to the lower one, which 1s
the shortest of the series, as shown in Fig, 1. 95
A guard, M, 18 disposed between the side
pieces A A, sald guard being pivotally sus-
pended or hinged by wires y to the cross-bar

C, and otherwisc so constructed and arranged
that it will be raised from the bottom rods, J, ico
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by the cranberries as they pass into the gath-

erer, and fall by gravitation onto said rods af-
ter the eranberries have passed, and thereby

prevent their escape.

The forward ends of the side pieces A are
provided with wedge-shaped metallic cap-
pieces ¢, to enable them to penetrate the vines
readily, said caps being slightly curved on
their forward edges.

Secured horizontally in the side pieces m
of the stripper D, and extending transversely
across the same, there is a rod, »n, said rod be-
ing arranged horizontally bene‘mth and behind
the lower edfre of the end piece f, and parailel
therewith. On this rod are journaled a series
of buttons, z, which are designed to separate
the vines, and also to rotate as the stripper D
passes over them,thereby preventing the vines
from tangling and enabling the rods J K to
penetrate them readily, said rod and buttons
constituting a comb, N, for the stripper D.

A roller provided with a series of bosses, as
shown 1n Fig. 3, may be employed instead of
the rod » and buttons z, if desired; or a plain
roller, as shown in Ifig. 3, may be used with-
out departing entirely {rom the spirit of my
invention 1n this regard, although I deem the
rotary buttons preferable, as they act inde-
pendently of each other,
themselves to any inequalities of size In the
vines.

In the vuse of my improvement the handle E
and rear portion of the lever I are grasped 1n
the hand and the rods J K forced into or
among the vines until they pass sufficiently be-
neath the stripper D,when the hand is closed,
thereby compressing the spring H and foreing
the stripper down onto the vines, which are
grasped between its comb and the bottom rods,
J, after which the gatherer is withdrawn, caus-

1ng the cranberries to be stripped {rom the

vines and to fall into the rear section of the
gatherer against the end piece B, in & man-
ner which will be readily understood by all
conversant with such matfers without a more
explicit deseription.

It will be obvious that when the lever F 1s
released, after the cranberries are stripped
from the vines, as deseribed, the spring H will
aunfomatically raise the strlpper D pr'epa.ratm y
to repeating the operation.

By constructing the lower pmtlons of the
sides of rods K, mueh less power Is required

to force the gatherer into the vines than when
sald sides are wheole, or when the side pieces

A are extended downward to the bottom of
the end piece B. CGradually shortening the

rods I from the upper to the lower one also

enables the rods to penetrate the vines with
oreater ease, and prevents the lower of said
rods from cateching 1n the vines and obstruct-
ing the operations of the gatherer.

The arrangement of the lever Fimmediately

beneath the handie II simplifies the imple-

ment and enables 1t to be used with greater

ease and facility.

and thereby adjust |
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The curved plate p affords an inclined sut-
face against which the upper member of the
spring H rests, thereby preventing the end of
said member from catching on the handle IS
when the rear end of the pivoted lever If is
raised to depress the stripper D, as described,

- and insuring the perfect action of the spring.

T do not confine myself to . using a spring
of any special form or construction, as any
spring adapted to perform the functions of the
spring H may be employed. Neither do 1
confine myself to using two standards or sup-
ports, {, at the rear end of the handle L, nor
to lnqeltmw the standard ¢ in a slot, %, in the

lever F'; nor to the use of the 1)1'1138 P»; Nor to

the use of the rod x for pivoting the strip-
per D.

Having thus explained my invention, what
I claim 15—

1. In a fruit-gatherer, the cross-bar C and
longitudinal handle E, in eombination with
the pivoted stripper D in front of said cross-
bar, loop & on said stripper, lever I, cen-
trally pivoted to said cross-bar, 1ts front arm
passing loosely thl"ough said loop, and spring
H between the rear arm of said lever and
the handle I, all operating substantially as
described.

2. In a {ruit-gatherer, the cross-bar C, lon-
citudinal handle 13, &nd vertical p‘trallel sup-
ports [ at the rear end thereof, in combina-
tion with the pivoted stripper D in {front of
said eross-bar, loop & on said stripper, lever
IF, centrally pivoted to said cross-bar, itsfront
arm passing loosely through said loop and its
rear arm being guided between said supports
[, and spring H between the rear arm of said
lever and the handle E, all operating substan-
tially as described.

3. In a fruit-gatherer, the cross-bar €, lon-
gitudinal handle I, and vertical parallel sup-
portsl at the rear end thereof, and vertical
standard ¢, connecting its front end with cross-
bar C, in combination with the pivoted strip-
per D in front of said cross-bar, loop 2 on
said stripper, lever I, centrally pivoted to
said cross-bar, its front arm passing loosely
through said loop, its rear arm belng guided
between said supports {, said lever having a
slot, ¢, through which said standard ¢ passes,
*md spring I between the rear arm of said

i lever and the handle K, ali operating substan-

tially as described.

4. In a fruit-gatherer, the cross-bar ¢, lon-
gitudinal handle I, and metallic spring-plate
p in the lower face of said handle, 1n combi-
nation with the pivoted stripper D in front of
sald cross-bar, loop /£ on saild stripper, lever
I, centrally pivoted to said cross-bar, 1ts frout
arm passing loosely through said loop, and
spring Il between the rear arm of said lever
and the plate p in handle L, all operating sub-

stantially as described.

5. Theimproved cmuberry gatherer herein
described, the samecomprising “the side pieces,

. A, rear eud piece, B, hottom rods, J, side rods,

70

75

30

QO

93

100

105

IYO

o~
n

120

125

I30



390,843 | : 3

K, cross-bar C, stripper D, pivoted between | being arranged, constructed, and combmed
sald side pieces and prov1ded with a rotary | substantially as deseribed. |

comb, lever F, pivoted to the cross-bar C and -

loosely connected to said stripper, handle E, DAA ID OROWDLL
supports therefor, spring H between said Witnesses:

handle and the rear arm of said lever,and| = = FRED, C. SWIFT,
gnard M, hinged to said cross-bar, the whole | CAROLINE M. SWIFT.
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