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fo all whom 6 may concerms:

Be it known that I, GEOrRGE H. STRONG, a
citizen of the United Smte% and a resident of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois,haveinvented new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Folding Furniture, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
to theaccompanying drawings, illustrating the
1nvention, in whicn—

FFigure 1 is an isometrical perspective rep-
resentation of my furniture as formed for a
bed; Fig.2 arepresentation of the furniture as
folded to form a sofa.
Fig. 4 1s an en-
larged sectional detail taken vertically on line
x, Fig. 1. Iig. b is a transverse vertical sec-
tion through one arin of the chair on line 2
and a broken vertical section of the seat C
thereof on line y; Fig. 6, an enlarged view of
one catch for connecting the arms of the chair
with the back. FIig. 7 is an enlarged view of
one of the hinges employed to connect the fold-
ing sections; Kig. 8, an enlarged detail of a
hinge- conne(,tlon

The purpose of thisinvention is to construct
a piece of furniture so that it is interchange-
able to form a bed, sofa or lounge, and chair.

The construction will be fully understood by
the following detail description:

A B D O represent the folding sections of
the furniture, the tops of which and the under
side of C are to be upholstered in any form or
style desired. The sections A C are hinged
together at I I,and the section B is detachably
connected with the section A by means of a
rod, G H,which is secured to the section B by
screws put through two flattened parts, H, and
by means of a plate, J, secured to the inner
edge of section A. The inner top corner of said
section A 1s rabbeted out, as shown in section

-at Fig. 4, that the rod G may catch over the

45

- 56

top part of plate J and at the same time lie
level with the top of the section. The section
D 1s provided with a like rod, as G H, and it
rests,when the sections are employed as a bed,
asatb Iig. 1, onarabbetinthe innertopedge of C
similar to the one formed in the inner top edge
of the section A ; but no plate J is attached to
section C, the rod and rabbet serving the same
purpose, only as though the inner top edge of

Fig. 3 shows the furni-
ture in the form of a chair.

guides b b, Fig. 7.
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of section C. The parts A C stand on fixed
legs L; but the parts B D are provided with
ordmary foldmn legs, one of which is shown
at .

The portions shown at K D are provided
each at their outer sides with one or more
metal tenons, P, Fig. 5, which enter mortises ¢
in the sections, and thus serve as a head-beard
or bolster for the furniture when used as a bed,
as at Fig. 1, and when the sections B C are
folded up, as shown at Fig. 2, the parts i serve
as arms or ends to the sofa.

To form a chair, the section C is folded on
the top of section A. This brings the legs L
of that part on top, as shown ab Fig. 5. The
parts B are hollow, as shown, and are placed
over the legs, and the tenons P placed in mor-
tises ¢ in the part C, and in those positions
form the arms of the chair, The sections B
D are first folded together and then brought
up to form theback of the chair. The outer ends
of sections A B and D C are hinged together,
and the hinge WV, connecting the parts D C,
is attachable and detachable by means of a
latch, @, and a forked slide, d d, running under
The lateh ¢ engages an or-
dinary raised headed screw-catch put into the
edges of section B, and the forks of the slide ¢
engage the screw - cateh under the head, so
that the section D may be connected to or
folded back onto the section B, the two sec-
tions being hinged at the back side for that
purpose, as shown at m, Fig. 3.

In practice the sections B D will be held to-
gether when they serve asthe back to the chair
by one or more ordinary spring-catches, u,

suitably concealed by the upholstery, and the

back to the sofa, Fig. 2, or to the chair, Fig.
3, 1s to be held to the arms E by eatches. One
suitable kind is shown at ¢, Fig. 3; but for the
better kinds of furniture I prefer to place
catches, as at M, longitudinally inside of the
hollow arms K and adjust them by set-screws
N, pubt through slots r therein, to give the

back any desired pitch and at the same time

have the catches as much out of sight as pos-
sible. The upholstering is shown to be of the
simplest style; but 1t may be elaborate.

To form the sofa, Fig. 2, from the bed shown
at Fig. 1, remove the back bolster, E, and se-

section D was rabbeted onto the inner top edge | cure 1l3 to the left-hand end of sectlon C, insert-
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2 390,815

ing its tenon in place in the same manner as | hinged together at their lower meeting edges 35

the tenon P is represented as inserted at Fig.
5. Then bring the sections B D up to the ends

of the bolsters or parts I and secure them by

hooks or catches g. (Shownat Ifig. 3.) To form
a chair, as at Fig. 3, from the bed shown at
Fig. 1, lift the Dbolsters E from sections A B,
fold the section C flat on section A to bring
1ts legs L. on top, close the legs Liand fold sec-
tion D flat on the back of section B, and se-
cure the sections by the catelh W V. Then in-
sert the tenons P of the bolsters I in mortises
in the top of section C and secure the bolsters
to section by the catches g or by the equiva-
lent fastening shown at M N in both bol-
sters I, the latter fastening being the best, in
that by 1t the back sections of the chair may
have any desired incline, and in that it is
wholly out of sight when the back of the chair
is brought against the bolsters.

The material distinetion between this furni-
ture from that of prior use is in the remorva-
ble parts K, which serve as arms to the chair
and sofa and bolster for the bed, and in their
being hollow to cover thelegs I, which, when
made,asin practice, to filltransversely the hol-
low portions, form suitable strong supports to
the arms I& when used as a part of a chair.

T elalm and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— |

1. The combination of the sections A C,
hinged together at I I, said sections being rab-
beted on their rear edges and the section A
provided with the plate J, the sections B D,

and the section B provided with the rod (z H,
engaging thie rabbet and plate in section A,
and the section D provided with a like rod,
(r H, engaging the rabbet in the section C, sub-
stantially as described.

2. The combination of the sections A C,
hinged togetherat 1 I, said sections being rab-
beted on their rear edges and the section A
provided with the plate J, the secetions B D,
hinged together at their lower meeting edges
and the section b provided with rod G H, en-
caging the rabbet and plate in seetion A, and
section D provided with a like rod, G I, en-
gaging the rabbet in section C, and the bolsters
K I, provided with tenons engaging mortises
in sections A I3, as specified.

3. The combination of sections A C, hinged
togetherat 1 I, said sections being rabbeted on
their rear edges and the section A provided

with plate J, thesections B D, hinged together
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ab thelr lower meeting edges, the section I

provided with rods G I, engaging the rabbet;
and plate 1n section A, and section ID pro-
vided with a hike rod, G H, engaging the rab-

bet 1n section C, and the hollow bolsters I E, 6o

- provided with tenons engaging mortises in sec-

tion O, the cateh n#, and adjustable cateh M N,

‘substantially as deseribed.

GEORGIE H. STRONG.

Witnesses:
G. L. CHAPIN,
H. A. SyMirH.
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