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Unrrep StaTes PATENT OFFICE:

THOMAS WILLIAM THORNTON, OF STEWARD’S MILL, TEXAS.

PLANTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 390,722, dated October 9,1888.
Applicntin'n -ﬁled April 4, 1888. Berial No. 260.586. (No model.)

To all whom & may cONCEr:

Be it known that I, THOMAS WILLIAM
THORNTON, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Steward’s Mill, in the county of Free-
stone and State of Texas, have invented new
and useful Improvementsin Planters, of which
the following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements 1n
planters, being designed to act either as a cot-
ton or corn planter, or, by the removal of cer-
tain parts and the adjustment of others, as a
cultivator; and it consists in the construction
and novel combination of parts hereinafter de-

~ seribed, illustrated intheaccompanying draw-
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ings, and pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a persp'ective

view of a planter embodying the invention. !

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view. Fig. 3
is an inverted plan of the machine. Iig. 418
a, side view of the cotton-seed-feeding disk.
Fig. 5 is a view of the machine when arranged
as a cuitivator. |

Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-
ignates the main frame of the machine, com-
posed of the tongue z, the side bars, a ', eon-
nected at their front ends thereto and diverg-
ing rearward therefrom at suitable equal an-
oles, and the front and rear transverse con-
necting-bars, «’ «’, respectively.

Hinged to the lower surface of the butt of
the tongue, at the junction of the same with
the side bars, is the standard b, carrying the

furrow-opener B, to which standard is pivoted
a bridle-loop, ¥, the bend of which passes over

thetongue. By moving this bridle-loop front-
ward upon the tongue the standard and fur-
row-opener can be raised, so that the latter
will not touch theground when turning or when
transporting the machine. |

Pivoted upon the rear ends of the side bars,
« «', respectively, are the standards ¢ ¢’ of the
respective coverers C €', each of which 18 pro-
vided with a bridle-loop, ¢ ¢, respectively,
similar to and serving the same purpose as the
bridle ». The standard ¢ has its position
fixed, but thestandard ¢ is detachable and can
be removed and attached to a pivotal point,
¢'. on the side bar «' somewhat in rear of the
seed-box. The machine, with the foregoing
parts as described,and without the attachment
of the hereinafter-described detachable parts,
is adapted to be used as a cultivator.
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| and rotating with the axle on one side of the

-hopper

4. Thesaid arm is connected by the link-rod

d d are the wheels, secured to and-turn-
ing with the axle D, which rotates 1n journal-
boxes & &', bolted through openings in their =5
flanges to the under surfaces of the side bars, -
a «, at opposite points, there being two bolts,
@, to each journal-box. |

1 is the corn-feeding disk, provided in 1ts
periphery with the equidistant recesses ¢ ¢,
sufficiently large to receive several grains of-
corn, which disk is secured at'a proper point
upon and rotates with the axle, and B 1is the
cotton - seed - feeding disk, also seeured upon
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corn-feeding disk. The disk F is preferably
of plate metal and has its peri phery serrated,
as shown. | |

G is the hopper-shaped seed-box, having its
floor secured to the side bars between the
transverse bars @ @’ by the bolts d, that secure
the journal-boxes ¢ to said side bars. 1t is
thus evident that by removing these bolts the
and the axle, with the wheels and disks
I3 and F, can be detached, and the machine
will thea be adapted to be used as a cultivator.
The hopper is divided longitudinally into two
compartments, H and I, by the partifion g.
In the floor of the compartment H is the longl-
tudinal slot %, into which loosely fits the up-
per portion of the periphery of the corn-feed-
ing disk E, and in the floor of the compart-
ment I is the longitudinal slot 4, into which fits
loosely the upper part of the periphery of the

cotton-seed-feeding disk F. |
T is a transverse shaft journaled in bearings
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j, seeured to theedges of the sides of the seed-

box and having secured to one end projected be-
vond the wheel on oneside the dependingarm
90
K to a crank-arm, k, secured to the projecting
end of theaxle, which crank-arm is sutiiciently
shorter than the arm j’ to vibrate the latter
by its own rotation with the axle.

L L are agitator - arms depending from the g5

shaft J within the compartments Hand I and

stirring the seed therein.
M M are the handles, of usual construction,

secured to the rear ends of the side bars, a @'
When planting cotton-seed, the corn-com- 100
partment H is left empty, and when planting

corn the cotton-seed compartment I is left

empty.
The mauner in which the machine operates
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13 parfectly evident from the foregoing descrip-
tion. |

Having thus described my invention, T
claim—

The improved interchangeable or converti-
ble machine herein deseribed and shown, coni-
prising the diverging bars a &', the standards
pivoted thereto and ecarrying shovels, the
bridle-loops pivoted to the standards and en-
gaging the bars « ¢/, the journal-boxes bolted
to the diverging bars, the axle mounted in said
boxes and having a crank-arm at one end, the
carrying-wheels mounted on the axle, the hop-
per removably sccured on the diverging bars
by the same bolts that secure the bearing-
boxes thereto, the longitudinal partition in the
hopper dividing it into two compartments, the
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| planting-wheel and disk mounted on the axle

and entering said compartments, the trans-
verseshaft journaled on the upper edges of the
hopper and having a crank-arm ab one end,
the pitman connecting said crank-arm with
the erank-arm on the axle, and the stirring-
arms depending from the said transverse shaft
to the compartments of the hopper, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing asmy
own I have hereto affixed my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

THOMAS WILLIAM THORNTON.

Witnesses:
ROE JONES,
JOHN W ATSON.
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