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To all whom it may concern: | To the bottom rails, 4 4, I make fast the up-
Be it known that I, ALvAN HALL, acitizen | rights or division-posts 5 5, the same being
of the United States, residing at Ashfield, in | about six inches in width and arranged about
the county of Franklin and Commonwealth of | one foot from center to center, and so as to s5g
- 5 Massachusetts, have invented a new and use- | project abont nine inches above the bottom
ful Improvement in Sheep-Racks, of which the | rails. The ends 6 6’ may both be made in the
following isaspecification, reference being had | nature of hinged doors, or, as I prefer, one
to the accompanying drawings, wherein— end, 6, may be made a hinged door, and the
Figure I is a sideelevation of my improved | other, 6, fast and firm to the corner-posts and 6o
o rack,from which the hay restsorinclines have | bed. | |
been detached and removed; Fig. I, an end | The inclines or hay-rests 10 10, I make of
clevation of the same; Fig. III, a horizontal | one broad and one narrow piece connected by
section of the same through line 18 19; Fig. | cross-bars 14 14, so as to leave therein a lon-
1V, a vertical section of the same, hay-rests | gitudinal slit or opening, 13, some three or 65
15 Included, through line 16 17; Fig. V, a side | four inches wide and the whole incline of such
elevation of one of the hay-rests; Fig. VI, an | width that when hinged to the top rail it will
end elevation of the last named; Rig. VII, a | leave another horizontal opening, 10', of simi-
side elevation of one of the uprights or divis- | lar width, between the lower edge of the in-
lon-posts, and Tig. VIII a side elevation of | cline and the partition 7/, asshown in Fig. I'V; 70
2¢ one of the set latches. and it is through these openings 10" and 13
My invention relates to a rack designed for | that the sheep are compelled to draw the hay
the feeding of both hay and grain; and it econ- | in small quantities, and waste is thereby pre-
sists 1n the construction and combination of | vented. - |
the division - posts, door, bed, inclines, and Connecting the inclines to the top rails, or 45
25 seb latchesin the manner described and claimed | dispensing with the top rails and connecting
below, the object thereof being to prevent the | the inclines directly to the posts 1 1 by any
waste of hay, to prevent the crowding of the | suitable hinge or equivalent device, I provide
weaker by the stronger sheep, to adapt the | the variable set latches 11 11 and buttons 12
rack to the feeding of horned sheep, and, | 12, whereby the inclines may be set and se- 8o
30 finally, to facilitate the ecleaning out of the | cured at any desirable angle for the feeding of
rack and the distribution of hay and grain | hay or grain, as shown in Fig. IV. DBefore
therein, feeding grain the inclines 10 10 are dropped
The details of my invention are as follows: | against the uprights 5 5, thus constituting side
In the drawings, the parts marked 1 1 rep- | doors and shutting the sheep away, while 85
35 resent the corner-posts; 2 2, the side or mid- | the end door, 6, is opened, the grain-troughs
dle posts; 3 3, the top rails; 4 4, the bottorn | 9 9 cleaned, and the grain deposited there-
rails; 5 b, the uprights or division-posts; 6 6’, | in; and this course may be pursued with
the ends or doors; 7, the bed; 7', the bed-par- | any number of racks sufficient for the feeding—~
tition; 8 8, the girders or bed-supports; 99, ! of a whole flock, and when all are ready the go
40 the grain-channels; 10 10, the hay-rests or in- | inclines may be raised and set and all the
ciines; 10" 10, the openings or spaces between | sheep allowed to begin to eat practically at the
hay-rests and bed-partitions 7’; 11 11, the set | same time; and it is in these operations of
latches; 12 12, the latch-buttons; 13 13, lon- | eleaning out the rack and distributing hay and
gitundinal slitsin hay-rests, and 14 14 the cross- | grain therein that the door 6, the central g5
45 bars of the hay-rests. partition in the nature of a gang - plank, 7',
I make the rack of any suitable material. | and the shutting away of the sheep by drop-
The top and bottom rails are made fast to the | ping the inclines 10 10 are found to be of great
posts, and the sides so formed are connected | practical utility, as the keeper is thereby en-
by the girders 8§ §, whereon is laid the bed 7, | abled to step into the rack and conduct the 100
so provided with a low central partition, 7/, thus | whole operation without molestation from the
forming the grain-channelsor feed-troughs 99. | sheep. The uprights 5 5 prevent crowding,
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~complish my purposes.
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but permit horned sheep to feed as readily as
those without horns. The set latches and but-
tons, or their equivalents, are necessary to se-
cure the inclines in position, whether open or
closed. The length and proportions of the
rack may be varied according to the number
and size of the sheep to be fed.

I am aware that ‘““divisional staples’’ or
metallic bows, somewhat in the nature of my

uprights 5 5, have heretofore been unsed and |

for similar purposes. I disclaim the use of
such staples, as they are not adapted to ac-
If made of a width
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' the sheep to put their heads through, as well
as between, the bows, and so fall to accom-
plish my purpose, and, besides, horned sheep
are liable to get caugh$ in such staples and
have their lives endangered.

I elaim as my invention—

The division -posts 5 5, door 6, bed 7, 1n-
clines 10 10, and set latches 11 11, all con-
structed, combined, and operating in the man-
ner and for the purpose specified.

ALVAN HALL.

Witnesses: _

AsA G, WALT,

equal or similar to my uprights, they allow |

HENRY 5. RANNEY.
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