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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, LEwIs B. CraIq, of Sa-
lem, in the county of Dent and State of Mis-
souri, have invented certain new and usefnl
Improvements in Abdominal Supporters, of

~which the following is a full, clear, and exact

deseription, reference being had to the accom-

panying drawing, forminga part of this speci- |

fication. | |

The drawing is a perspective view of my
improved abdominal supporter, showing it
laced and fastrned as worn.

This invention relates to devices for sup-
porting the relaxed abdominal walls at times
of especial necessity, to assist the muscles in
holding the viscera in place; and the invention
consists in features of novelty hereinafter fully
described, and pointed out in the elaims.

Referring to the drawing, in which similar.

figures indicate like parts in the view, 1 rep-
resents the abdominal corset or body of my
sapporter provided with a band, 2, around
the top, which is secured together in front by
the engagement of the button 3 with the buf-
ton-hole 4. The deviceissupported by a pair

~of suspenders, 5, that are secured to it behind

at 6, and adjnstably held in front by buckles
7, attached to the band that holds the sus-

penders to any required adjustment as to

length. | |
The corset is made open in front and pro-
vided with a series of eyelets, 8, near its cor-

responding edges, 9, in which the lace 10 en-

gages to regulate relatively the expansion and
contraction of the corset in conformity to the
abdominal regions that it embraces.
11represents gore-openings that aseend from
the bottom of the abdominal corset a sufficient
distance from its front opening to be conven-
ient for adjusting the rotundity of the corset.
These openings curve somewhat and diverge
from each other as they ascend, reaching
nearly to the band 2, that surrounds the corset.
These openings, like that in front, are sup-
plied with eyelets 13, in which laces 14 engage
to regulate the relative expansion and con-
traction to accord with the condition and con-
tour of the abdominal region at such time.
L5representsare-enforce frontal supporting-
band, which is adjustably secured by buckles

16 that are attached to the corset beyond

| the gore-openings on each side. Thisstrap is
held in a downward curve from its attached
ends by loops 17, that are secured to the front
of the corset, and is thereby held in the most 55
advantageous position to re-enforee the corset

in its support of that part of the abdominal
region during and after parturition.

15 represents two soft elongated pads that
pass between the thighs to givesupport to the 6o
body beneath the vagina. These pads are
suspended {from the back of the abdominal cor-
set by eclastie straps 19, and are also provided
with elastic straps 20 at the front ends, which
are supplied with button-holes 21, that are ad- 65
justably engaged on buttons 22, which are
fastened to the front of the corset. The elas-
ticity of these bands that carry the pads makes
them self-adjusting, and while they are effi-
cient as supporters they are at the same time 70
easy on the wearer. It will also be seen that
they are easily unbuttoned in front, as occa-
sion may require. |

23 represents broad adjustable leg-bands
that are secured to the front of the corset by 75
stitching at 24, or by any other suitable means,
and are suspended on the outside by elastie
straps 25, which are stitched to theside of the
| corset at 26 and to the band at 27. The band
18 secured around the thighs by button-holes 8o
28, (two series of which on each band are
‘shown for adjusting the same,) each end of
the over and under lap of the leg-bands being
secured by said button-holes, which engage the
two places on each band where are located the 85
buttons 29. Ilastic tie-straps 30 attach the
suspenders together.

The various parts of this abdominal sup-
porter are arranged and adjustable with aview
to conform to the exact contour of the abdomi- go
nal regions that they are desired to embrace.
They form a bandage for the support and com-
pression of the relaxed abdominal walls, and
are Intended to assist the muscles in holding
the viscera in place. To enable the supporter 95
to etfect its sald purpose, the front.and gore
lace-openings 9 and 11, the downward-curved
re-enforce strap, and the soft elongated elastic
pads that pass under the body beneath the
vagina and are adjustably secured in front to 100
the series of buttons 22, are all arranged while
| they allow the necessary expansion to the re-
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strap 15, adjustably secured at its ends by
buckles 16 and held down by the loops 17 1n |

[

laxed muscles, at the same time to gently hold
the Inclosed viscera 1n place.

I claim as my invention—

1. In an abdominal supporter, the combina-
tion, with the corset having laced front and !
gore openings, of a pair of adjustable support-
ing-pads having elastic connections, and the
adjustable leg - bands, Snbsta,ntia]ly as de-
scribed.

2. The combination, in an abdominal sup-
porter, of the (Lbdommal corset and walst-
band, the laced and buttoned opening 9 in
front, and the laced curved openings 11, the

a position to advantageously re-enforce the

supporter and bear the weight of the relaxed

390,570

abdominal walls to assist the muscles in hold-
ing the viscera in place, substantially as set

1"011311&

The combination, with the corset having
]aced front and gore o_penmgs and the re-en-
forcing band, of a pair of adjustable support-

20

| ing- p‘ldS hmmw elastic conneetions, a pair of

aéUustable leg- b’mds having connections di- 25
rectly to the lower outer edue of the front of
the corset, and the . outer ﬂemble straps for
con uectmﬂ' the outer portions of said leg-bands
with the Csules of the corset, substantlally as
described.
LEWIS B. CRAIG.
In presence of— |
JOHN R. BEDDICK,
WILLIAM J. JONES.
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