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To all wilony it may concerw:

Be itknown thatI,08cAR LUETKE, of Brook-
Iyn, Kings county, State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments In Adjustable Standards, of which the
following is a specifieation. »

This invention relates to improvements in
vertically-adjustable standards, such as are
used for supporting lamps, book-rests, &ce. ;
and the object of my invention is to provide a
newand improved standard of this kind which
18 simple in construction and is automatically
locked in position at any desired elevation,and
which can be readily unlocked to permibt of
raising or lowering the lamp or book-rest.

-T'he invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts and details, as will
be fully described and set forth hereinafter,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a vertical transverse sectional view of my im-
proved adjustablestandard, partsbeing broken
out. Fig.2isanenlarged detail vertical trans-
versesectional view of the locking mechanism,
the same being disengaged from the outer tube.
Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the locking
mechanism engaged with the ontertube, TFig.
4 18 a horizontal sectional view on theline x 2 of
Kig. 3. - - |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts. | o
The exterior tube, A, of the standard is pro-

vided with a suitable base, B, and with a cap,

C,havingacentral aperture, through which the
inner or sliding tube, D, can pass.  On the up-
perend ol thesliding tube Dthehead B is fixed,
which has a transverse slot, I, in one end of
which the lever Cis pivoted, the opposite end
of the lever being eurved downward at the op-
posite end of the slot to form the handle (V.
wald lever G is provided a short distance from
its pivoted end with the downwardly-project-
1ng cam H, that rests upon a washer, I, on the
upper end of a sliding rod, J, within the inner
tube, D, the upper end of said rod pussing
through the bore E', extending from the slot
F' to the bottom of the head . Onthe lower
end of the inner tube, D, a eylindrical box, K,

- Is seeured, having two slots or apertures, K/,
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In its bottom, through which slots or apertures
the two prongs L of the lower forked end of
the rod J can pass freely.

tube, A.

From the bottom of the hox K two bars or
rods, M, extend downward, and are connected
at their lower ends by a bottom plate, N. Di-

‘rectly below the bottom of the box two grip-

ping-jaws, O, are pivoted between the upper
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ends of the bars M, and are pressed against the

lower ends of the prongs L by spiral springs
P, interposed between the bottom plate, N,and
sald gripping-jaws, studs being provided on
sald bottonm
Jaws for the purpose of holding the springs in
place. The head E isprovided onitstop with
a serew or other suitable device for holding

plate and the under sides of the
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and securing a lamp-body or a book-rest, &e.

The operation is as follows: When it is de-
sired to raise or lower the lamp, the head Eis
gripped by one hand and the handle end G’ of

| the lever  pressed toward said head, whereby

the cam part H of the lever G is moved down-
wardandpressesdownwardtherodJ,theprongs
L of whieh press downward the gripping-
Jjaws O, as shown in Fig. 2, so that the outer
edges of said jaws can clear the inner surface
of the exterior tube, A, thus permitting of mov-
ing the tube D up or down within the exterior
- When the lamp or other article on
the upper end of the tube D is at the desired
elevation, the head isreleased,and the springs
P, which have been compressed, immediately
expandand swing thegripping jaws O upward
and outward, so that their swinging ends can
engage and grip on the inner surface of the
tube A, against which they are pressed by the
action of the weight of the tube D and the ar-
ticle supported by the same. Tig. 3 shows
the parts in this position, the lever E being
raised as the rod J is pushed upward by the
gripping-jaws O. |

As I have two gripping-jaws, the tube D,
when released, is at all times locked sceurely
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1n place, and eannot deseend, even under the

actilon of a very greabt weight, for the reason

' that the grip of the jaws O on the sides of the

tube A Increases with the weightonthe tube D.

Having thus deseribed my invention,what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a tubular stand-
ard, of a sliding tube in the same, two oppo-
site gripping-jaws pivoted at the lower end of
said sliding tube, springs for swinging said
Jaws upward and outward, asliding rod within
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the sliding tube, the lower end of said sliding

- rod being forked and the shanks of the forks
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resting upon the said gripping-jaws, and a le-
ver at the upper end of the sliding tube and
acting on the sliding rod within the sliding
tube, substantially as herein shown aad de-
sceribed.

2. The comDbination, with a tubular stand-
ard, of a sliding tube within the same, two op-
posite gripping-jaws at the lower end of said
sliding tube, springs for swinging sald jaws
upward and outward, a sliding rod within the

sliding tube, said rod having its lower end L

forked and the shanks of the fork resting on

'l

“the gripping jaws, a head on the upper end of 15
the sliding tube, into which head the upper
end of the sliding rod projects, and a lever
pivoted within aslotof the head and acting on
the upper end of the sliding rod, substantially
as herein shown and described., 20

In testimony that I claim the foregoing asmy
invention I have signed my name in presence
of two subseribing witnesses. |

OSCAR LUETKE.

Witnesses: !
OscAr IF. Gunz,
CARL KARP.
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