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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, JOIN B. VALLEE,of the
city of Troy, county of Rensselaer, and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-

5 ful Improvement in Shoulder-Strap Attach-
ments for Molders’ Ladles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to an ttttathment to
the handles of molders’ ladles, whereby a por-

1o tion of the weight of the hbter and their con-
tents may be transferred to the shoulders of
the workman while carrying the filled ladle,
and thusrelieve the heavy strain put upon the
arims.

1= My invention consists (as will be more fully
detailed hereinafter in connection with its
illustration) in the combination, with the han-
dle of a molder’s ladle adapted to receive
and contain molten metal, of an eye attach-

20 ment to the ladle-handle near to where it
joins the ladle, a chain adapted tobeattached
to and detached from said handle eye, and a
shoulder-strap adapted to connect with the
outer end of said chain, said strap being pro-

25 vided abt one end with a buckle, and means to
connect with the other end of the strap ab vari-
able points, and thus form an adjustable loop
which may be passed on over the shoulder of
the workman.

0o Accompanying this specification, to form a
part of i, there 15 a sheet of drawings con-
taining four figures illustrating my invention,
with the same designation of parts by letter
reference used In ‘111 of them.

35  In the drawings, Ifigure 1 1s a pelspectue
of a molder’s ladle with my Iinvention ap-
plied thereto.

~an eye made integrally with a hinged clamp-
ing-plate that is adapted to be passed around

10 the handle of a molder’s ladle and secured
thereto by a set-screw. I‘if‘r. is a side view
of the device shown at Iig. 2, and Fig. 4 shows
a parb of aladle and ladle- handle containing a
modified form of handle-eye.

45 The several parts of the apparatus thus
illustrated are designated by reference-letters,
and the funection of the parts 1s described as
follows:

The letter L designates the ladle, ‘md H its

50 handle o

Fig. 2 shows a top elevation of

The letter C designates a clamp made of the
parts P’ P’,that are hinged together at ¢, hav-
ing at their outfer end the securing set-screw

S, and intermediately the opening O and on

an offset, b, the eye E. This clamp C 1s made 55
to circle the handle H,with the handle within
the opening O, and the clamp is secured to the
handle by the set-screw S. The letter ¢ des-
ignates a chain that at its lower end 18 pro-
vided with a snap-hook, K, adapted to hook 6o
into the eye K of the clamp . The upper
end of this chain is adapted to attach to the
strap §° by means of the ring R, through
which said strap is passed, and the snap-hook
K’ This strap &* has at one of its ends a 63 -
buckle, B, by which the ends of the strap may
connect to form a loop, L.

In the modification shown at ¥ig. 4 the eye
Ii is formed in a plate that is rigidly secured
to the handle H. When it is desired to use 7o
this attachment to a ladle, after the latter is
filled with molten metal the chain i1s hooked
into the eye I and the loop 1 1s passed on
over the shoulder of the person who 18 to
carry it, the loop having previously,by means 75
of the buckle B, been made to suib the size of
the operator, so thab when the ladle is moved
the greater portion of the weight 18 sustained
upon the shoulder of the oper'atm'. Where
used without the loop the ladle i1s carried by 8o
the arms alone, which makes hard and diffi-
calt: work of the operation.

Having thus described my invention,what 1

| claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

IS— 35

The combination, with the handle of a |
molder’s ladle provided with an eye, L, of
the chain (% connected with said eye, and the
strap 8% provided with a buckle, B, and
adapted to be connected at its ends, and con- go
nected intermediately to its ends, with said
chain, substantially in the manner as and for
the pmposes set forth.

Signed at Troy, New York, this 13th day of
December, 1887, and in the presence of the g5
two witnesses whose names are hereto written.

JOHN B. VALLEL.

Witnesses:

CHARLES S. BRINTNJLLL

V. . HAGAN.
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