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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, JoHN SHANK, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Las Vegas, in
the county of San Miguel, Territory of New
Mexico, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Switchesfor otreet-Railways,
of which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings. _ |

This invention has relation to street-ratlway
switches, and has for its object the provision
of a suitable metallic base, and of switch-rails

that are adapted to be shifted by the wheels
~ ot the car,and which will automatically resume
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their normal position after the car has passed
thereover.,

Other objects and advantages of the inven-

tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel |

features will be particularly pointed out in the
claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan
of & switch constructed in accordance with my

- Invention, the different positions of the switch-

rails being shown in dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a

25 side elevation, and Fig. 8 is an end elevation,
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of the switch-base,

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in all the figures of the drawings.

In carrying out my invention I provide a
base, A, preferably formed of cast metal, and
form the same with end walls, A/, of greater
thickness than the intermediate or web por-
tion, A. This base is mounted upon suitable
ties, B, and has formed in the end walls, A’
thereof rail-end-receiving openings A? which
conform to the shape in. cross-section of the
rail employed. By these means the rails,
when In position upon the bases, are held rig-
idly thereon without the employment of ex-
traneous devices. |

Referring more particularly to Fig. 1, C C
represent the rails of the main track, the ends
of which terminate in the recesses A® of the
end wall, A’, of the casting. That rail ¢’ of
the main track whieh is mounted upon the

‘switch-base and is opposite to the side at which

the side track is located is rigid or fixed—that
is,each of its ends terminates in the recesses A®
of the end walls of the base. The companion
rall C* forms a continuation of the right-hand

| base at one end by bolts or spikes C*. This
rail is formed of steel and is resilient, it being
prevented from being pressed inwardly by
means of a stop, A% chamfered at its front
| end, as at A® said stop being preferably cast

rail being normally held thereagainst.
| D D represent the side track or rails, and
they, like the main-track rails, terminate in
the end walls of the base. The rail D’isrigid
with the base and in the same relation thereto
and the rail D as is the rail C' and its rail C.
The sidetrack is also provided with a resilient
movable rail, I, pivoted at one end, as at D?,
its free end normally remaining against the rail
C’ of the main track. A stop, A% chamfered,
asab A’ at its rear end, is also formed upon the
base A, so that the inward movement of the

| rail D?is limited.

The operation of my invention is as foliows:
A car coming in upon the rails C C will enter

i upon the rails (' C° and the free end of the

latter being so mounted upon the base as to

l lessen the space between the two rails at that

point opposite the said free end, the flanges of

rails and force the rail C* outwardly until it

| comes against the rail D', when the ear will

pass along on the main track. TUpon the re-

| turn-trip the car passes from the rails C* and

D* to the rails D" and D?% and so out upon the

slde track. It is of course understood that
‘after the wheels of the car have passed from

the rail C* it springs back to its normal posi-.

tion against the stop AL It will also be un-
derstood that the rail D* will yield or permit
of being pressed outwardly against its stop A,
to allow the passage of the flanges of the wheels

to pass along the rail (7, |

I claim— | , B

1. In a railway-switch, the combination,
with a cast-metal base having end walls re-
cessed to receive the ends of the rails of the
slde and main tracks and an intermediate web
portion, of side and main track rails mounted

f on the base, one rail of each being fixed and

1ts companion rail being formed of resilient
steel and being movable,substantially as speci-

fied. |
2. The Integral cast-metal base having the

rail to the main track, and is secured to the | thickened end walls, A’, recessed as at A°,
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as a part of the base and the free end of the
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the wheels of the car will wedge between the
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and the reduced intermediate web portion, A, | thrown intoand out of contact with said fixed 10
and stops A* A’ thereon, in combination with rails, substantially as specified.

the main-track rails 4 C?, the latter being In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
movable, and the fixed and movable rails D’ | presence of two witnesses.
5 D? substantially as specified.

3. The combination,with the base A, of the | JOHN SHANK.
rails C D and C* and D, ter mmatmg in the | Witnesses: | |
end walls thereof, of the fixed rails C D, WALLACE HESSELDEN

J. W. BARNEY.

and movabie spring-rails C* D adapted to be
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