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To all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD M. RYAN, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Brooklyn, in the ecounty of Kings and State of
New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Flesh-Brushes, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in

- bath or flesh brushes, the object being to pro-
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vide an article of this character which shall be

so constructed -that anv portion of the body

may be reached and washed with less trouble
and inconvenience than arises from the use of
brushes as now commonly constructed for the

(5 Same purpose.
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With this end in view my invention consists
in providing the body of the brush with a
curved detachable reversible handle—curved
and reversible for the purpose of allowing the
different portions of the body to be reached
without trouble, and detachable for the pur-
pose of allowing the handle to be removed
when desired to use the brush without such
handle.

My invention further consists in construet-
ing the handle in a tapering form and pro-
viding the end to be attached to the brush-
back with a longitudinal slit, allowing the two
ends of the handle to be tightly compressed
when inserted in a groove formed in the brush-
back to receive it.

My invention further consists in certain
novel features of construction, as will be here-
inafter fully described, and specifically pointed
out in the claims. | S

In the accompanying drawings, Ifigurel 1s a

view in side elevation of my improved brush,
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showing in dotted lines the position taken by
the curved handle when reversed. Fig.2 1sa
plan view of the same, showing the brush and
handle separated. Xig. 3 is a view In €ross-
section of the curved handle,

A represents the back of the brush, provided
with a tapering dovetalled groove, a, runnning
its entire length, as shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawings, said bruash-back also being provided
with an adjustable strap, b, designed to be used
when the brush is used without the curved

handle, the buckle d" allowing the strap to be

Iengthened or shortened, as desired.
B represents the handle, constructed of wood
and curved, as shown in the drawings. This

handle is made tapering to conform with the
tapering groove a, formed in the brush-back.
The sides of this handle, as is shown 1n Fig. 3 55
of the drawings, are each provided with a
groove, ¢, the sides of which are oppositely in-
clined, thus allowing the handle to be inserted

in either position, as shown in Fig. 1—that is,
curved in either direction—and allowing 1t to 6o
be conveniently used for washing the different
portions of the body—as, for instance, when
used for washing the back or between and over
the shoulders the handle will be attached to
the brush in the position as shown in dotted 65
lines in Fig. 1 of the drawings, the curve In
the handle allowing that portion of the body

to be reached without the inconvenience of
striking the shoulders with the handle, which

has always heretofore been the case when 70

straight handles have been employed. When
desired to reach the lower portion of the back,
the handle will take the position as shown in
fuil lines in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The ex-
treme end of the handle is provided with a lon- 75

gitudinal slit, d, designed for the purpose of

allowing the sides of the end of said handle
when inserted in the groove iformed 1n the
brush-back to be tightly compressed, and 1m-
parts theretoa spring or grip capableof tightly 8c
holding the handle and brush together with-

out danger of their becoming detached.

Tam awarethat brusheshave heretofore been
provided with detachable handles adapted to
be secured in a groove formed in the body of 83
the brush, and also with an adjustable strap,
such being shown in a patent granted to James
Ryan, No. 146,712, dated January 20, 1874,
and hence I make no broad claim to such; but

What I claim as new, and desire to secure go

by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a bath or flesh brush, a detachable re-
versible handle and curved, 4s shown and de-
scribed, for the purpose of allowing it to be
used in reverse or diametrically-opposite po- g5
sitions, substantially as set forth.

2. A bath or flesh brush the back of which
is constructed with a longitudinal dovetailed
aroove and a curved handle the sides of which
are each provided with a groove having oppo-
sitely-inclined sides for the purpose of allow-
ing said handle to be reversed in said groove,
substantially as set forth.

3. A bath or flesh brush the back of which

[O0O



IO

Y 390,142

18 provided with a groove for the admission of
the handle, said handle being detachable and
reversible and carved, as shown, for the pur-
pose of allowing it to be used in reverse or
diametrically-opposite positions, substantially
as hereinbefore described.

4. As a new article of manufacture, a bath
or flesh brush provided with an adjustable
strap secured to the baclk, said back being con-
structed with a tapering longitudinal dovetail
groove and a eurved detachable tapering han-
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die adapted to fit within said groove, the sides

of 'said handle being provided with a groove
having oppositely-inclined sides, for the pur-
pose set forth, and at its extreme end with a 13
longitudinal slit, substantially as and for the
purpose described.

Signed at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New Yorlk, this 23d day of
March, A. D. 1887.

| EDWARD M. RYAN.
Witnesses:
HERMAN (xUSTON,
Frip O, RIBCKERS.
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