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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, PHILIP MEYER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Hssex and State of New Jer-
sey, bave invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Letter and Bill Files; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, ¢clear,

- and exact description of the invention, such
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as will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

The purpose of the invention illustrated in
the accompanying sheet of drawings, which
relates to improvements in letter and bill
files, 18 to provide a simple, cheap, and posi-
tively and antomatically acting device for re-

‘taining the clip or clamping-plate in an ele-

vated position on the board while removing
or adjusting the papers.

In said sheet of drawings, in which similar
letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts in each of the views, Figure 1 is a plan
of my improved file, the clip of which is in
its normal holding position. Tig. 2 is a side
elevation of said clip and a portion of the
board to which the same is secured, as shown
n Fig.1. Fig.3 is a sectional view of Fig. 1,
taken through x. Fig. 4 is a view similar to
Fig. 3, illustrating the operation of the catch
when the clip is held in its elevated position;
and Kig. b is a perspective view of the grav-

" 1ty-catch.
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A in said views indicates the back board,
to which the elamping mechanism is secured,
and upon which the letters and bills are
placed underthe clamp oreclip. ‘Tosaidboard
1s secured the base b of the clamping deviee,
from which rises the standard ', having slots
0 1n the top thereof, and through which said
standard extends a rod, ¢, around which are
colled the springs d and d’, and on the ends of
which Is jJournaled the pivoted elip e outside of
the standard 0’, asshown in Fig. 2. Oneend of
each of the coiled springs engages with the
clip, substantially as shown in Figs. 1 and 3,
and acts to hold the same in contact with the

board A and to hold the letters, &c., between |

!

the clip and board. Asthus constructed and 5o
arranged the clip rotates around the rod ¢ as
a center. On the top of the standard is piv-
otally arranged a catch, g, one end, ¢', of
which 18 hooked and the opposite end, ¢?% is
weighted, whereby the said catch is cansed to 55
assume the position shown in Figs. 2 and 3,
which is in its normal position when the clip
1s down upon the board. In the clip is an
opening, ¢, which is so placed that as the ¢clip
18 raised from the board and turned to the 6o
position shown in Fig. 4 the hooked end of
the gravity-catch enters said opening and the
under side of said hook catches on the edge
of said opening, and, as the clip tends to turn
down toward the board, the side of the open- 65
ing opposite to that which engages with the
under side of the hook strikes the back of
the hook, as shown in:Iig. 4, and thus locks
the clip 1n a raised position, a3 indicated in

sald figure. As shown in said last-named 7o -

. figure, it will be seen that the top surface, ¢’

of the hook is curved, so that when pressure
1s applied to the top of said hook the same is
pushed down through the opening ¢, and the
clip 1s thereby released and free to return to
1ts holding position, as shown in Figs. 1 and
o, Inelusive. - |

The weighted end of the gravity-catch holds
the same always in position to engage with
the clip, and when the hooked end of the
catch 1s depressed. the said weighted end re-
turns the cateh toits normallocking position.

The manner of pivoting the gravity-catch
in operative relation to the clip may vary
from the construction shown in the drawings,
as I do not desire tolimit my invention in this
respect.

Having thus described my invention, what I
desire to secure 18— | o |

1. In a letter and bill file, the combination,
with the pivoted clip having an opening, ¢,
therein, of a cateh pivoted beneath said elip
and engaging automatically with said opening
when the same is depressed, as and for the pur-
poses set forth. |

2. In a letter and bill file, the combination
of the spring-actuated holding clamp or clip
pivotally secured to suitable standards, and
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provided with an opening, ¢/, therein back of In testimony that I elaim the invention set
the pivotal point of said clip, and a cateh | forth above I have hereunto set my hand this

pivoted beneath said opening, and having a | 28th day of April, 1888.

weighted end and a hooked end, which en- | PHILIP MEY ElL.
5 gages automatically with the opening ¢ when Witnesses: |
the same is depressed, for the purposes seb FrEDK. C. FRAENTZEL,

forth. JAMES L. TOBIN.
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