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To all whonv it may concern:

Be 1t known that [, HExry C. Frrcm, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Portland,
in the county of Cumberland and State of
Maine, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Pegs for Stringed DMusical

Imstruments; and Ido hereby declare that the
tfollowing i8 a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in theartto which itappertains to make
and use the same. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a banjo with myimprovement attached;
I'ig. 2, a top plan of same; Fig. 3, a transverse
vertical section of the head through the pegs

and secrews; Fig. 4, a section of the peg show- |

Ing a variation in the form of groove; Fig. 5,
the same.

My 1nvention relates to a device for secur-
ing the pegs of banjos, guitars, and similar
stringed instruments, and preventing them
from turning and sliding when once set.

The ordinary peg used for tuning the strings
of banjos consists of a smooth round tapering
peg, whieh 18 1nserted in a smooth round hole
(diminishing 1n size to correspond with the
taper of the peg) in the head. It is kept in
place by forcing it into the hole. Secured in
this manner it is very liable both to be turned
by the tension of the string and to settle, in
consequence of 1ts being shaken in the hole by
any jar or blow upon the instrument. To

guard against both these defects is the pu rpose

of my invention.

The peg a is construected substantially as
heretofore practiced, except that it is pro-
vided with a polished groove at such point in
1ts length as will locate the groove at a point

midway between the upper and lower surfaces |

of the head A when the peg is forced into the
hole . Midway between the top and bottom
surfaces of the head ¢ is a threaded circular
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slot, ¢, communicating with the peg-hole. This |

slot ¢1s provided with ascrew, d,with polished
point, fitting the thread of the slot e. The
serew d may have a screw-head with slot, (see
Figs. 1 and 2,) or may have a thumb-piece.

The operation of the device is readily seen.
The screw d is set a sufficient distance into the
head to impinge upon the side of the groovee
of the peg with adequate force to keep the peg
from turning too readily. Thescrew beingin
this position and the peg turned to obtain the
requisite tension of the string, no change in
the tension can oceur, except through streteh-
1ng or shortening of the string, from atmos-
pheric causes or changes in its substance.
the serew binds the peg too closely or too
hightly, the requisite change is readily made.
No jar or blowupon theinstrumentecan change
the position of the peg in the hole.

I do not confine myself to any particular
form of groove; but it may be varied, asillus-
trated in Figs. 4 and b.
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Slight differences, chiefly in the points of 65

application, will be found neecessary to adapt
the device to the pegs of violing, gnitars, and
other stringed instruments.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. The combination,with thehead of a banjo,
guitar, &e., of a peg having a surrounding
groove, a transverse threaded slot communi-
cating with the peg-hole, and a serew fitting
sald slot, substantially as deseribed, for the
purposes set forth.

2. The combination of the head A, peg «,
with surrounding groove ¢, and the threaded
slot ¢, with screw d, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claimtheforegoing asmy
invention I have hereunto set my hand this 2d
day of April, A. 1. 1888.

HENRY C. FITCH.

In presence of—
GEORGE If. BIRD,
BNER . DAVIS.
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