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To all whom it may conceri:
Be i1t known that I, S1LAS M. BROWN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in Chicago,

1n the county of Cock and State of Illinois,

have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Ironing-Boards, of whieh the following isa

‘specification.

In the aceompanying drawings, which form

-a part of this application, and in which simi-

lar letters of reference indicate like parts, I'ig-
ure 1 1s a plan view of my improved ironing-
table and apparatus. Fig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of the same, and Fig. 3 is a similar view
with the legsfolded. Fig. 4 1s an end view of
thetablein the conditionshown at Fig. 2. Iig.
b 18 a sectional view of the table-top shown
at igs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, the same being some-
what enlarged from any of said figures and
the section being taken at any point across
the width of the table-top other than through
the horn, the purpose of this figure being
simply to show the folding leaves of the table.
Fig. 6 isa view of theleg-locking device. Fig.
7 18 a view of the cord-stretcher, and Fig. 818
a section on the line 8 8 of IFig. 7.

In said drawings, A represents the table-top
made with rounded corners ¢ and the usual
skirt-horn, A’. The edge of this table-top or
ironing-board is cut with a groove, B, to re-
ceive a flexible band, which may consist of a

- wire or cord, C, by means of which the iron-

35

40

45

e,

ing-blanket or garment to be 1roned
secured to the board.

I sometimes make theironing-board hinged
with leaves to fold over, as indicated in cross-
section at Ifig. 5. Where there is a skirt-
horn on the ironing-board, as shown 1n the
drawings, which necessarily gives to the board
an indented or recurved outline,or even where
no skirt - horn is applied, but where the
hinged kind of top is used either with or with-
out the skirt-horn, some provision I1s need-
ed for keeping the flexible band in place in
the groove at the recurved portion of theedge
of the board, or at the break made by the
hinged leaves, or at both. This means for
holding the cord in place may consist of a
staple or staples, «¢’, which may be of the
ordinary U or staple shape and serve to
hold the cord in the groove by being driven
into the edge of the table atthe desired point

may be

]

or points to straddle the groove and the flexi-
ble band contained therein. In case these
staples are used the blanket may be slit or per-
forated at the points where the staplesare ap-
plied, in order that the latter may project
through the blanket and take the flexible band
upon the outside. At some pointonthe edge
of the table, and preferably at the point shown
in the drawings, is located the tightening de-
vice. (Separatelyshown at Fig.7.) This tight-
ening device consists of a base-strip, D, tuar-
nished with one or more projections,d,adapted
to enter the groove in the edge of the board
for the purpose of retaining the base-strip in
position. To this base-strip is pivoted the
arm D', to which one end of the flexible band
( is attached, The other end of the flexible
band,after passing around the edge of the 1ron-
ing-board,is secured to the base plate or strip
D. The pivot of arm D’ is raised sufficieéntly
from the surface of the base-plate so that when
the arm is pressed down upon the plate, tight-
ening the flexible band as much as possible,
the line of the band will be carried past the
pivot of the arm, so that the strain of the

band will tend to pull the arm downward,

locking it. This constitutes asimple locking
and straining device for the flexible band and
one easily and quickly operated. Ihaveshown
one of these locking devices applied to the
bosom-board and one to the ironing board or
table.

Where the tableand ironing-board are made
with hinged leaves to fold upward over the
table-top, as shown at Fig. 5, the usual turn-
ing supports, B, are applied to support the
leaves when extended. After the blanket is
applied to the board, and while the flexible
band is still loose, the blanket may be drawn
on all sides down over the edge of the board

smoothly, stretching it to place by the hand..

Now, when the strain is applied to the flexible
band, causing it to sink into the groove and
carry the blanket with it,an additionalstrain or
stretceh is thus given to the blanket evenly 1n
all directions. Any wrinkles may be readily
removed, as the flexibility of the band will
still permit the cloth or blanket at any par-
ticular point to be drawn under 1t and any
wrinkles smoothed out. Of course the same
deseription applies equally to the putting
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on of any cloth or garment aswell as the put- | the purpose of transportation, the turn- lock

ting on of the ironing-blanket. The rounded
corners of the board or rounced contour per-
mifts the band to draw evenly and bring an
cqual strain upon the blanket, cloth, or gar-
ment.

The folding legs of my improved apparatus
are designed tocombine with the desired com-
pactness, when folded,a perfect support for the
projecting skirt-horn and great rigidity of

bracing in all directions and against all strains

which nmy-lm applied to the top of the table. |

Toone end of the table or board 1 affix a strong
pivot-picee, I, which furnishes the pivotal
connection . This pivot G constitutes the |
only point of attachment of the legs to the ta-
ble. The legs and braces, I'oumnn* together 4
system of pamllgl bhars 1}1V0tf11]y Jmned to-
gether at four points and comprising two up-
right and two diagonal parts, are contrived to
swing altogether upon the single center G.
The uprights I and H' each itself consists of
a palr of bars united at the bottom by a base-

piece, J, and braced by diagonal braces J’, as |

will be clearly scen at Iig. 4. The upperend
of the upright H 18 pivoted to the common cen-
ter, Gz, to which center is also pivoted the di-
agonal brace I, which extends diagonally to
the floor or ground at a point under the pro-
The upright I’
is pivoted to this diagonal brace or strut Ik at
the pivot G, and the upper end of upright '
is pivoted by the pivot &° to the reverse di-
agonal brace I, which extends diagonally to

upuﬂ'hb L, to which it 1s pivoted by the pivot
G*  The d_iﬂgonul braces X and I, may be in

duplieate, one at cach side of the structure;
or they may be single, the duplicate form be-
ing the preferable one. A turn-lock, M, IFig.
G, pivoted to the bottom of the tableand hav-
ing the notch m,suited to engage the cross bar
or rod betweecn the pair of bars constituting
upright H,and which rod constitutes the pivot
(3%, serves tolock the legsin the position shown
in the full lines in ¥ig. 2, the operation being
simply to swing the lock around until the
notch engages the pivet-rod. When 1t is de-

sired to fold the table up to be put away or for |

M being released and turned oub of the way, 30

the Wh(}le system of legs and braces 1s free to be

swung upon the pwot , folding together at
the same time upon the pwot& G’ G* G, as in-
dicated in dotted lines in Fig. 2, and assuming
finally, the position cshown in IFig. 3.

By reference to Fig. 2 it will be seen thab
the folding 18 qcconqﬂlshed by moving the
pivot G* away from the pivob (. The base-
pieces J J, which are exactly alike in length
and every other particular, are not 1"equ1red 1n 60
this folding operation, either one of them, to
Pass within or clear the diagonal braces. These
two base-pleces are shown in Fi ig. 3, folded up

S&

’ acainst the diagonal braces side by Slde. This

system of foldmn legs and braces, as will be 65
seen, IS conbrwul nob only to supportthe pro-
Je(*tlnn skirt-horn by the extended foot K/, but
also to furnish a very rigid support for Lhe ta-
ble in all directions, while at the same time it
may be folded into as compact a form as the 7o
thickness of the legs and braces will permlb

I clatm—

1. In an ironing apparatus, the ironing-
board grooved at its edges to receive a flexible
band, as a cord or wire, and in combination 7;
with bnch band and a selflocking straining
device secured to the edge of the board for
straining the flexible bfmd said straining de-
vice consmtmn of a base- pleee and plvoted le-
ver,to each of which the cord is attached, the 8>
lever being capable of carrying the band
past its pwot to lock the same, substﬂ,ntlfﬂly
as Sl)eCIﬁGd |

The combination,with the board or table,
of tw sets of upuﬂ'ht legs, one pivoted to the 8j
board or table, and the diagonal braces i 1.,
the brace K being pivoted to the board or ta-
ble at G and to the uprights I’ at ¢, and the
bhwc I being pivotod to the uprights H at G,
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