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1o all whony it maiy concerns:

BeitknownthatX, JoHN H. BENNETT, a ¢it1-
zen of the United States, residing at South-
bridge, in the county of Worcester and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a newand use-
ful Improvement in Garment - Supporters, a
full, clear, and exact description of which 18
set forth in the following specification, refer-
ence being had to theaccompanying drawings,
in which—

Figure 1 represents a human figure,showing
one of the applications of my improved gar-
ment-supporter. Fig. 2 is a view of the sup-
porter on a larger scale. Fig. 3 shows an
edge view of the same. Fig. 4 shows the sup-
porter and the method of attaching the same
to the fabrie; and Fig. b represents a sup-
porter essentially the same in form, but which

is made by bending a strip of metal into the

shape desired.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
several views.

My improved garment-supporter 1s formed
of a metallicplate, A, preferablystamped from
a sheet of steel; and it consists of two hooks,
B C, each inclosing a narrow slit, ¢ and-b,
with substantially parallel sides, and 1into
which a portion of the fabric 1s drawn, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 4. The central section,
D, of the plateis bent or curved, and the ends
E T, attached to the curved section at ¢ ¢, are
snbstantially tangential to the curved section

D, as indicated by the broken lines T I, form- |

ing V-shaped openings d d' to the slits a b.

An opening, G, is left between the free ends
E and If sufficient to allow a portion, ¢, of
the fabric to be carried into the hook, or the
fabrie to beraised and the hook carried around
the fabric..

My improved supporter i1s arranged to en-
gage or seize both the garment to be held and
also the one by which it is supported, asshown
in Fig. 1, where the hooks C seize a portion
of the fabric in the fore piece, H, of the over-
alls, and the hooks B séize the ends of the sus-
penders J J. I prefertostamp the supporter
from sheet metal, as the strain of the fabric
tending to open the slit is recelived against the
edges of the plate; but I do not confine my-
self to this method of the supporter, as they
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and the supporting portion of the apparel are :

may be made by bending a stiff wire orastrip
or band of metal, as shown in Fig. 5.

My improved garment-supporter is adapted
to be nused wherever the garment to be held

brought into juxtaposition, soas to alloweach
to be seized by the hooks B and C—such as
stockings, sleeves, and especially the sus-
penders of overalls,where buttonsand buckles
are objectionable as interfering in the opera- 6o
tion of washing the garment. | |

I am aware that garment-snpporters have
been in use having a hook to engage the gar-
ment, inelosing a narrow slit with a V -shaped
opening leading thereto, into which a fold of 65

' the fabric was drawn.

I am also aware that a garment-supporter
with two opposing hooks is not new; also, that
it is not new to bend the central section unit-
ing such opposing hooks, so as to offset the
hooks. _

My improved garment-supporter is espe-
cially adapted to attach the fore piece of over-
alis to the suspenders, and 1ts application is
illustrated in Fig. 1 of the drawings. It has
been customary heretofore in garment-sup-
porters of this class to make the hooks with
their inclosed slit either coincident with or
parallel to the line of strain upon the fabrie,
and to attach them to the-garment by raising
a portion of the garment and inserting the
raised portion between the sides ot the hooks.

The distinguishing feature of my present in-
vention consists in making the hooks so their
slits will stand at an angle with the line of 84
strain upon the fabrie, and also to each other,
and T accomplish this by so curving or bend-
ing the eentral section between the two hooks
that the slits inclosed by them shall be sub-
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| stantially tangential to the bent portion of the go

supporter, or so the slits in cach of the hooks
shall be brought at an angle with the line of
strain upon the fabrie of about sixty degrees.

I am therebyenabled to engage the side of the
suspender, and also the side of the bib or fore g3
piece, as shown in enlarged view in Fig. 4, at

the same time holding the suspender and the
corner of the bib smooth without a fold to be
drawn into the hooks, as 18 usually required.
The supporter is also held from turning abouf 100
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the line of strain as an axis, tending to pre- | in order to disengage the fabrie. In case ong

sent the edge of the supporter to the person.

I also gain an advantage in inaking the line .

of strain at an angle with the slits in the hooks
in that I can adapt each hook to fabrics of
different thicknesses by bending the free end

of the hoolk so 1t will not lie in the same . hori-

zontal plane, thereby enlarging the slit and
causing the hoolt to maintain its bight upon
the fabrie, Inasmuch as the strain of the [abric
1s principally against the edge of the free end
of the hoolk, instead of against the end of the
slit, as In the case ol the ordinary garment-
supporter, When the garment-supporter 1s
to be disengaged from either the bib or {rom
the edge of the suspender, the fabric is held
and the hook rotated about the opposite end
of the supporter as a pivotal point, whereas
1f the hook were coincident with or parallel
with the line of the strain upon the fabrie the
ook would have to be raised itsentire length

hoolk 1s to be used the hook B may be cut off
on the line L, Fig. 4, and the supporter at-
tached to the suspender or bib by riveting or 25
sewing through the small holes f f, and the
opposite hook, C, made to seize the fabrie, as
shown.

What I eclaim as of my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 18— 30

The garment-supporter herein described,
consisting of a metallie strip provided with
hooks ateach end, the strip between said hooks
being bent or curved sothe slits in said hooks
stand at an angle with each other, 1n order to 33
allow the parallel edges of the garment to be
inserted in said hooks, substantially as de-
scribed.

JOHN H. BENNETT.
Witnesses:
C. A. PAIGE,
G. A. BARTLETT.
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