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7o all whom it ma 1/ CONCerrv:

Beit knownthat I, GEORGE HENRY I I‘ISTER

a citizen of the United States, residing at Elk
hzub in the county of Elkhart and State of In-
dmna haveinvented certain newand useful Im-
provements in Letter-Boxes; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the in vention, sach as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

10 pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to letter - boxes, in-

“tended more especially for the reception of
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mail matter delivered at residences, offices, &e.,
but adapted, also, for usein public places, as a
general collection-box by the PPost-Office De-
partment.

The object of the ll]VGﬂthll is to provide a
box which shall be perfectly safe as respects
the nnlawful abstraction of its contents, and
which shall also be readily and conveniently

accessible for the removal of its confents by

authorized persons.

The invention consists, partly, in the con-
struction of the depositing-orifice, or, rather,
of the means for closing and guarding the same;
further, in the peculiar drop-bottom,which not
only closes the discharge-opening, but acts as
a holder for the mail matter while it is being

collected; further, in a novel paper and pack-

age holder, forming an attachment to the box,
and, finally, in various combinations of the
several operative parts. All these features
are fully hereinafter described and claimed,
and areillustrated inaccompanying dr&wings,
in which—

IFigure 11s a front view of the box.
is a vertical longitudinal section.

Tig, 2
Fig. 3 rep-

- resents a I]]OdlﬁCdthI] of thelock for ecuring

]._O

~and baving a top, @, sides «

the drop-bottom.

- A represents the box proper, m“tde of iron,
castor otherwise formed into the proper shape,
"and front a’.
The box is also provided with a projecting
flange, «’, extending entirely around it, by

45 means of which it may be secured to a door or

50 sible to detach it when locked.

wall or other permanent structure; but it is
preferred, when attaching the box to a door or
wall, to secure it from the inside of the box by
Screws or otherwise, so that it would be impos-

MThe back of

the box is a shieet-metal plate, B, large enough

to ecover the open rear side of box A and the
flange a@°. The back is secured by screws or

rivets, or catches b passing through the flanges.

Crepresentsa glassfront plate, held in place
by lugs ¢, riveted to the front a®, the latter be-
ing perforated or cast in open work, as shown
in Fig. 1, in order to protect theglass and still
render the contents of the box visible. In a
street-box for publie use the glass front might
be dispensed with.

The receiving-orifice D is a transverse slot
formed in the top of the box and closed by a
oravity-cover of peculiar construction. This
cover K is a curved sliding plate, having at
each end an arm, e, by means of which it is

pivoted, as at &, to the sides of the box on the

inside. By means of a stud, ¢, the cover may
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be raised upward to the pOSlthI'l shown by

dotted lines, exposing the letter-opening, and
will close the same by gravity when released.

Within the box and just inside of the slid-
ing cover is a spring-guard, F. This is pref-
erably a sheet-metal plate pivoted upon a
transverse rod, f. A wirespring, /', is coiled
upon this rod, one end bearing upon the front
of the box and the other upon the spring-
oguard,which is thereby forced upward against
the sliding cover. When a letter is inserted,
the guard may be forced down far enough to
admit the same, but immediatelysprings back
and closes the opening.

The bottom of the box is entirely open, ex-
cept when closed by the drop-cover G. This
cover 18 a curved metal plate pivoted to lugs
g g, secured to the bottom flange of the box.
The drop-bottom G hassufficient curvature to
form a receptacle for the mail matter, so that
when lowered, as shown in dotted lines, Fig.

1 2, the letters will be held therein, ready for

collection, which would not be the case were
a straight bottom used. The bottom is closed
and secured by a sliding bolt, which may be
secured either to the front of the box, as in
Fig. 2, or to the bottom 1itself, as in Fig. 3. In
Fig. 2 the bolt & slides in a barrel,#/, attached
to the box-front, and engages with the hook 4

on the bottom, a key being used from the out-

side for releasing the bottom.
may be used, if desired.

In the modified form shown in Fig. 3 ablock,
4, is secured near the upper edge of the bottom

A spring-bolt
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cover, to which is attached thebarrel in which
Shdes the locking-bolt, the latter in this ecase

“engaging {from b(,low mth the lower edge 0[ |

bo*{ front.

P represents a paper and parcel holder,
formed, preferably, of a smnlelen@th of wire

bent into rectang ula,r'slmpe and secured by

SCrews pto tl1et0p ffange. The holder is bent,

as shown in Kig. 2, into propershape for such
a receptacle, and may be made of sheet metal

mstead of wire,

Having thusdescribed myinvention, Telaim
as new and desire to sccure by Letters Patent—

1. Inaletter-box, the combination, with the
receplacle A open at rear and bottom and hav-
Ing a continuous projecting flange,of the sep-
arable baclk plate secured to sald ﬂau oge, and a
hinged drop-bottom, all substaubml]) as de-
scribed.

- 2. In aletter box, the combination of the
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sliding cover, an inner pivoted guard-plate

below and substantially inline with said cover,
S0 as to temporarliy close the opening, and a
spring bearing on said plate for foreing it con-
stantly toward said opening, substantially as
described. |

- 3. In a letter-box,the combination,with the

receptacle A, having its bottom entirely open,
of a hinged mail-receptacle forming theentire
bottom and a portion of the front of the said 30

receptacie A when locked, and so curved as to

retain all the mail when dropped to its far-
thest extent, substaatially as described.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
naturein presence of two witnesses.

GIEORGE IHENRY TFISTER.
YWitnesses:
CHARLES S. HENDERSON,
H. I4. BRENNAN.
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