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1o all whom it may concerm: - ~
Be 1t known that I, LYMAN BANKS, a citizen
of the United States of America, residing at
Muscatine, in the county of Musecatine and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bragcing, Attaching,
and Detaching the Legs of a Cot or other Ar-

ticle of Like Construction, of which the follow- -

ing isaspecification, reference being had there-
in to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to cots and other arti-
cles of furniture having detachable legs; and
the invention consists of thie construction and
arrangement of the devices employed for se-
curing 1n plaée and bracing in position such

detachable legs, as hereinafter fully set forth

and claimed.

The invention is illustrated in the drawings
as applied to an ordlnaly cot, in Wthh draw-
ings—

Figures 1 and 2 are side elevations showing
portions of cot rails and legs connected to-
o*ether and braced by my improved devices.
Flgs 3 and 4 are views of the brace devices
detached. Figs. 5 and 6 are views of the up-
per portions of two of the legs detached. Fig.
7 is a section on line z 2z of Fig. 2.. Figs. 8 |
and 9 are side views showing the positions of
the brace devices, legs, and rails when folded
together.

A and B designate, respectively, a portion

~ of a cot rail and leg connected together by the
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usual mortise, ¢, and tenon b.

O designates a two-arm brace. 'The two
arms ¢ ¢ of the brace converge to and are united
or connected together at a eentral point, from
which they diverge at nearly right angles to

" each other, and their divergent ends are rig-
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idly fastened to the rails at points equidistant
from the mortise, and the convergent portion
of the brace 1s detachably connected with the

leg at or near the angle of the arms, as shown.

This brace may be constructed of round or flat
spring metal. When constructed of round
spring wires or rods, the divergent ends of the
arms are prefe1 ably provided with sharpened
points ¢ ¢, bentat right angles to the arms, for

fastening the brace in place by driving the

points into the rail, and the convergent cen-

~ go tral portion of the brace thus constructed is

e
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angles to the arms and adapted tospring into
a socket, d, which 1s formed 1in the required
position in the leg. When the brace is made
in one piece of ﬂat spring metal, the divergent
ends are preferably provided Wlth holes to re-

ceive bolts, nails, or screws for fastening them

to the rail, and the convergent portion is pro-
vided with a hole to receive a pin, f, attached
in the required position to the leg, as shown
in Figs. 2, 4, and 6 of the drawings; but the

holes in thls ﬁat brace may be dlspensed with,

and it may be made similar to the round metal
brace with the driving - points and holding-
lug, or with the driving-points on the dlverg
ent ends and with a hole in its convergent por-
tion, or with the lug on its convergent portion
and holes in its dwergent ends.

The braces being constructed of spring metal

and their dwergent ends being rigidly fastened

to the rails,so that the convergent portions ex-
tend over and bear against the surface of the
Jegs, when the tenons of the legs are inserted
in the morbises of the rails, the lug ¢* of the
brace springs automatically into the socket d;
or when the brace is made of flat metal the
convergent portion, having a hole, springs au-
tomatically over the pin f, thus securing the
leg in its mortise and ﬁrmly bracing it both
ways in position.

When it 1s desired to detach the iegs for
folding up the cot, the convergent portions of
the braces are sprung outward, so as to discon-
nect them from the pins or sockets of the legs,
and the tenons are then readily slipped out of
the mortises and the legs may be placed by
the sides of the rails agamsb the projecting
braces, as shown in Figs. 10, 11, and 12 of the
drawings. - This two-arm brace evidently pos-

sesses more bracing and supporting power,and

hence may be made shorter, so as to be lessin
the way, than a single-arm brace; and being
made of the requlslte size 5p11ng metal the
convergent portion bears against the leg with
sufficient force to hold the lug ¢ or pin f in
place, while the elasticity of the metal allows
the brace to be readily sprung outward from
contact with the-leg when reqmred tor detach-

ing it from the rail.

What I claim as new is—

1. In combination with the rails or body of.

provided with a fastening-lug, ¢*, bent at right | a cot or other article of furniture, the detach-
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able lees B and the two-arm spring-braces
C, having the divergent ends of their arms
rigidly fastened to the said rails or body and
having their convergent portions free, the
detachable legs and the free portions of the

braces being provided with holes in one part |

and lugs in the other part,whereby the braces
are adapted to spring automatically into and
to be sprung out of connection with the legs,
substantially asand for the purposes described.

2. In combination with the rails or body of
a cob or other article of furniture, the two-
arm spring-braces C, having the divergent
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ends of their arms provided with the angular

drive-points ¢’ ¢’ and having their convergent 5

portions provided with the lugs ¢* and the de-
tachable legs B, provided with the sockets d,
for the reception of the lugs on the braces,sub-
stantially as and for the purposes described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 2c

presence of two witnesses.
LYMAN BANKS.

VWithesses:
War. C. RICHARDS,
JOoHN HAIN,
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