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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it knownthat I, JorN T. TOWSLEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Trucks, of which the

following is a specification. -
My invention is an improvement in ware-
house and factory trucks. The principal ob-

10 ject of the invention is to construct a cheap,
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durable ‘‘knockdown’’ truck that can be
readily taken'apart for shipment and readily
set'up for use, the body of the truck itself

serving as a packing-box for the other mem-
bers. |

The invention will be first fally deseribed
in connecfion with the accompanyling draw-
ings, and then particularly referred to and

- polnted out in the claims.
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- packed for shipment.
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In the drawings, in which like parts are in-
dicated by similar reference-letters wherever
they oceur throughout the various views, Fig-
ure 1 1s a side elevation of the truck set up
for use. Thesidepiece at onecorner is broken

away, the broken-away part and the corner-
-post attached to it being

removed to expose
the paris back of them. TFig. 2 is an inverted
plan view of the truck knocked down and

corner-posts 1s shown attached and in trans-
verse section, thesection being taken through
line & z of Fig. 3, which figure is an enlarged
detail view in vertical seetion. Tig, 4 is a de-

tall view in vertical section of the trueck end-

through line y y of Fig. 2.

The' truck - body is composed of the side
pleces, A, and end pieces, B. Theside pieces
are transversely grooved, at «, near each end,
to receive the ends of the.end pieces, B. The
end pieces are longitudinally grooved upon
oppositesides, at b, to receive the bolt-rods D,

~which clamp the body-frame, consisting of the

side and end pieces, together. The bolts D,
passing through both side pieces, A, and be-
1ng seated snugly in the grooves b in the end
pieces, more firmly secure the parts against
vertical movement than if the end pieces were
mortised into the sides, and the construction

13 much cheaper. The ends of the side pieces,

In this view one of the

right corner-posts T, the said ‘corner-posts
being securely held in place by bolts F, which
pass through the posts and into the ends of

thesidepieces,where they engage nuts f, which

are embedded in said side pieces. |

The large center wheels, G, of which. there
are two, one upon each side, are mounted upon
a transverse shaft which has its bearings in
the hangers H, which hangers are bolted to
the side pieces, A. TUpon each end piece, B,
1S secured a caster - wheel, I, which has its
bearings in the bracket-frame J. Thisbracket-
frame has a laterally-projecting arm, 5, which
passes underneath the lower edge of the end
piece and has anupwardly-projecting spur, 7,
which passes back of the end piece, and which,
1n connection with a screw in the bottom and
bolts through the frame and end pieces, se-
cures the frame firmly in place.

‘The floor or platform K of the truck is se-
cared on the side pieces by screws or nails in
the usual manner. S .

To pack the truck for shipment, the posts
I and the wheels, with their bearings, are re-
moved and placed within the truck-frame and
covered with packing - boards L, as seen in
Fig. 2. Thepacking-boards are held in place
by strips /, which are placed over them and
nailed to the inside of the side pieces, A.

1t will beseen thatthe truck-body also serves
as the packing-box for the truck when shipped,
thus saving the expense of a separate box, and
by reason of the compact manner in which
the device is put up a lower freight-rate is
secured. |

What I claim is— |

1. In a truck, the combination of the sides

A, transversely grooved upon their inner

sides to receive the ends of the end pieces,
the end pieces, B, having longitudinal grooves
b upon opposite sides near the top and bot-
tom edges, and the securing-bolts D, passing
through the side pieces and seated in the
grooves in the end pieces, substantially ashere-
inbefore set forth. |

2. In a truck, the combination of the side
pieces, A, having tenoned ends and trans-
versely grooved at a, the mortised posts, and

| bolts I, to secure the same upon the ends of
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50 A, are tenoned to enter mortises in the up- | the side pieces, the end pieces longitudinally 1co
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R '“W-vf'{rmoved at b, and the bolts D, to secure the | they are ;mf-t}un_ted Subst‘mtldlly as helembe o
- | ‘end and side. pieces together, substfmtnlly as | foreset forth.,
T - hereinbefore set. forth. - -~~~
o 3. Atruck-body com posed of 51de andend; ~JOHN T. TO’WSLEY """
5 pleces, framed together as described, 1n com- | .

_ -.-:-.-:-;w:m--blnatlonwwhthetmckwheels(} thehang Vhtuesges e T N
| - - ers H, in which said wheels are mounted and | - (XEO. J MURRAY ..... S
... the caster-wheels and bracketsd jj, in which | FRANK L. MILLWARD |
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