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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

"CHARLES L.

SEARCY, OF WACO, KENTUCKY.

" COMBINED LEDGER AND BILL-BOOK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 389,668, dated September 18, 1888,

| Appliccticil filed March 22, 1886. Serial No. 196,119

(No mcdci.)

To all whom z,t nay Cconcerw:

Be it known that I, CHARLES L. SEARCY of
Waco, in the county of Madison and State of
Kentucky, have invented a new and Improved
Combined Ledger and Bill-Book, of which the
follcwmg is a full, clear, and exach description.

My invention rclates to a combined ledger
~and bill-book for use by merchants generally,
| lawyers, doctors, &e., but is especially adapted

1o for the business of rctall dealers, wherein goods

are sold on account from day 60 day and it is

necessary to render itemized bills or state-
ments of account, the objects being to unite
the single and doublc entry system of keeping
accounts in one book, to save separate bill
‘heads and books, and tohavean itemized state-
- ment of an account always prepared and ready
- to be delivered to a customer, thereby saving
'tlme, labor, and expense.

Rcferrmg to the accompanying drawmo*s,
Figure 1 represents one page of my combined
ledger and bill-book for a single account, and
Fig. 2 represents a page for two accounts

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both figures.
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C reprcscnts a page which is divided into two
parts, A and B, by the line of perforations ¢ «,
so that the pmt B can be readily detached, as
hereinafter described. The line of perfcra-
tions extends upward, by preference, to within
about one inch of the top of the pageand down-
ward to within about the same distance from
the bottom.of the page, for a purpose herem
after set forth.

The main or permanent pmt A 1is ruled for
a double-entry ledger, with profit, date, day-
book page-number, debit, and credit columuns,
-~ a blank for the customer’s name, the year, and
- 40 number of the account being arranged above

~ the column-ruling, as customary. The re-

35

movable part B is ruled with date, item, debif,

and eredit columns, and above thc cclumn-

ruling are arranged lines for the name of the

45 customer, the merchant or dealer, and the year

of the account the whole forming an ordinary

bill-head, w1bh cclumns for dctc, 1tem deblb
and crcdlt added. |

In general practice the daily entucs are car-

50 ried from the regular day -book to the bill-head

Referring by letter to Flg 1 of the drawmgc, |

P e M S

| part B, and from there the footings of each

‘day are transferred to the ledger part A, the

‘entries in the ledger part of each day’s foot-
i Ings being made on a line opposite the line of

the last charge on the bill-head part, as shown 53

| in the drawings, so that the itemized account

on the bill-head part and the footings of the
same on the ledger part can all be seen at a
olance.

By combining a ledger and bill-book sub- 6c
stantially as described I am enabled to have
an itemized statement of an account of a cus-
tomer always prepared and ready for delivery
at any time simply by detaching it from the
main part.

1t will also be seen that I am enabled to dis-
pense with the ordinary journal, my com-
bined ledger and bill-book only being abso-
lutely necessary in use, since, instead of fak-
ing the entries from the day-book, the entries
can be made direct upon the bill-head when
desirable or necessary, thereby saving still
more time, labor, and expense. The objectin
not extending the lines of perforations quite
to the top and bottom of the page is to pre- 75
vent the bill-head from being accidentally de-
tached. In practice, when the bill-head isto
be detached, the top and bottom edges of the
page will be clipped to the line of perforation
with a pair of scissors or other instrument.
If desired, the pages may be ruled to contain
more than one account. When the page is
divided for two accounts, as shown in Fig. 2,
a horizontal line of perforations, b b, will be
arranged between the bill-heads. The ledger
and the bill-heads are both to be correspond-
ingly numbered, as shown in the drawings.

I find it a matter of conveniencein the event
of accounts overrunning the ordinary page to
utilize the back of the sheet, with the same
rulings and headings as on the front, but re-
versed. |

I desire to state that I make no claim to an
account-book provided with leaves or pages
having on the margin of each a numbered
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-stub provided with blanks for the name of a -

customer and his residence, a ruled vertical
column for dates, ruled vertical columns for =
dollars and cents, and horizontal lines for
items, each leaf or page also having a printed 100
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oo bill-head, whieh is correspondingly numbered | and an upper blank for the name of customer = S
.. with the stub, and which is provided with | and number and date of aceount, and the re- 15 =
R N AR R mlfed; vertical colmmns for (dates and for dol- | movable part B, provided with the ordinary S
oo lars and eents, and with: horizontal lines for | bill-head blank;: and ruled or: otherwise pro-: SRS
SRR R R '5' items, said stub and bill-head being sepamble vided with date, item, debit, and eredit ecol- .
ooinoonoan o along a predetermined perforated:line. o umns, the parts bemq:dlmded for: sepammn SEREEEEES
SR ER RN Havmcr'thus deseribed myinvention, whqt I byalineof pelfGI‘ElBIOHS.Sllet&Iflt‘l‘l”y.ﬂS huelgng 2;4:3; RS
SEREEE NS R R 'clmm, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, { shown, and for the purpese set forth. oo
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