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Be it known that I, ALEXANDER B. SHER-

'WOOD, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Paper-Holders, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. | o

My invention relates more particuiarly to
animprovement in the classof devices for hold-

In 2 manner convenient for writing, whether
the writing be done while the device is sup-

-ported on a table or desk or is carried in the
hand. Devices adapted for use in the last-
named manner-are commonly termed ‘‘order--

holders,”” and myimprovement is particularly
designed for use as such, though it is equally
applicable to the purposes, generally, of a
holder for writing-paper.

In devices of the class to which my improve-
ment relates the prerequisite elements are a
base to support the writing-paper and a suit-

able clamp on the base, serving to hold the

paper in place and to permit ready insertion
and withdrawal thereof. When used as an
order-holder—a use to which it is commonly
applied by teamstersand thelike,and in which
it 1s subjected to rough treatment—a cover
forms a feature of importance.

- My invention has for its objects the provis-
ion of a paper-holding device of generally-
improved construction and great effective-
ness, and the cover of which, when provided,

‘shall be readily removable, to be replaced by

another when worn out or impaired with the
rough usage to which the device is subject-
ed, particularly when employed as an order-

- holder.
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1t further consists in a paper-holder having
a base, a clamping device on the base, com-
prising a rigid stop, and a spring-clamp nor-
mally pressing against the under side of the
rigid stop, and a cover removably secured to
the base. o

My invention also consists in details of con-
struction and combinations of parts. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my Improved device, showing the
cover raised to display features covered by it
when down; Fig. 2, an enlarged longitudinal
section of a broken portion of the same, show-

ing the cover down and the clamping device

| in its normal condition—that is, when the
holder containg no paper; and Fig. 3, a simi-
lar view to that illustrated in Fig. 2, but show- 55
ing the clamping device in the condition to
which it is reduced by the insertion of paper
to be held by it. ' .

A i8 the base, comprising a flat plate of any
saultable material, preferably beveled on its 6o
under side, as shown at x, toward the edge at

ng writing-paper in piles of sheets or blocks | which the cover is secured, as hereinafter de-

scribed. . Toward its opposite end, on the up-
per side, the base A is also beveled, as shown
at r, Fig. 1, and upon the beveled surface » is 65
secured thecoinciding portionofthe lowersur-
face of a stiff plate, B, preferably, but not nec-
essarily, of wood, and extending in a slightly-
inclined upward direction to within a short
~distance of the edge of the base at which the 70
clampingis produced, as hereinafter described. .
‘T'he plate B corresponds, by preference, with
the outline of the base A, and, as will herein-
after be explained, forms a support even or
smooth throughout for the paper. 78
The effect of beveling the base A, as at »,
and securing upon it the plate B in the man-
ner stated, is to afford to the latter toward its
free end a springy tendency in an upward di-
‘rection when depressed from its normal posi- 8o
tion, though the same tendency would be pro-
duced by beveling the under surface of the
plate B at the part of its surface shown to be
secured to the base A, instead of or in addi-
tion to beveling the latter, as at », and such 85
construction 18 included as within the spirit
of my invention. |
(C1is a stop, comprising a strip, preferably of
metal, secured to the base A, near the edge
thereof, opposite that at which the plate B is go
fastened. DBetween the stop Cand base A are
strips p and p’, which may be of wood, one
upon the other, and having the flexible hinge

. 0 of the cover D clamped between them fo se-

cure the cover to the device, and the stop Cis g5
thus fastened upon the base indirectly by secur-
ing the strip p’ thereon, as by glaing it, and the
strip p on the tlexible hinge o, and the stop C

on the strip p by means of screws q or the like.
The inner edge of thestop C projects some dis- 1cc
tance beyond the corresponding coincident
edges of the strips p and p’, and overlaps the
free edge of the spring-plate B.

The device is used as follows: A pile or
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block of sheets of writing-paper, E, is intro-
duced toward one edge by forcing down the
springy portion of the plate B between the lat-
ter and thestop C. Theresilience of the plate
B holds the paper in place by clamping it
against the under side of the stop €, and its
upper surface affords a flat support for the pa-
per. This incident of my improved construc-
tion, whereby a flat support is provided for the
paper, is due to the form of clamping device
employed, in which the spring-plate B aftords
the clamping agent and operates automatically
(the automatic operation being the gist of my
invention) and is readily handled. The hinge
o of the cover D, when the latter is provided,
(though, as hereinbefore suggested, it is not
always indispensable,) is secured midway be-
tween the stop C and base A, whereby the
cover may be turned to cover flatly either side
of the device, and the edge of the base A 1is
beveled and slightly rounded, as shown at z,
to prevent wear of the hinge when 1t comes
into contact therewith. Whena coverisworn
out or impaired with use, it is easily removed
on withdrawing the fastening means ¢, and
another may be readily substituted for i6. If
desired, the inner side of the cover may con-

stitute a blotter by forming it of or covering it
with blotting-paper.

While the form of base A shown is the one .

preferred, any other form which will answer
the purpose is intended to be included as
within the scope of my invention. 'Thus,in-
asmuch asthenecessary flat supportis afforded
by the spring-plate B, it is immaterial what
form be given the base A,so long as it an-
swers the purpose of a base and conduces to
the perfect operation of the clamping device.

It is obviously not necessary that the nor-
mal condition of the spring-clamp I shall be
pressed against the stop C in the sense that 1t
shall be normally in contact therewith; hence
the expression ‘“ normally pressing against the
under side of the stop ’? herein employed 1s in-
tended to include the tendency of the clamp-
ing-plate to press toward the under side of the
stop C.

What I claim as new, and desire to sccure
by Letters Patent, 18—

1. In a paper-holder, the combination of a
base provided with a rigid stop and an auto-
matic spring-clamp normally pressing against
the under side of the stop, substantially as de-
sceribed.

base, substantially as deseribed.
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2. In a paper-holder, the combination of & 535
base, a clamping device on the base, compris-
ing a rigid stop and a spring-clamp normally
pressing against the under side of the rigid
stop, and a cover removably secured to the )

0

3. In a paper-holder, the combination of a
base, A, a strip, C, secured to the base near
one edge thereof and forming a stop, and a
spring-plate, B, secured to the base and ex-
tending at its free end underneath the stop C, 65
substantially as described.

4. In a paper-holder, the combination of a
base, A, a strip, C, secured to the base near
one edge thereof and forming a stop, and a
spring plate, B3, secured to the base on a bevel 76
near the edge thereof opposite that provided
with the stop and extending in an upward in-
clined direction underneath the stop C, sub-
stantially as described.

5. In a paper-holder, the combination of a
base, A, a strip, C, secured to the base near
one edge thercof and forming a stop, a cover,
D, having a flexible hinge, o, and removably
secured at thehinge between the base and stop,
and a spring-plate, B, secured to the base and
extending at its free end underncath the stop
C, substantially as described.

¢. In a paper-holder, the combination of a
flat base, A, a strip,C, secured to the base near
one edge thercof and forming a stop, a plate, 35
B,conforming in shape to that of the base and
secured near one edge to a corresponding bev-
eled edge of thebase and extending at its free
end underncath the stop C, substauntially as
described.

7. A paper-holder comprising, in combina-
tion, a base, A, strips p and p’, secured to the
base near one edge thereof, a strip,C, forming
a stop secured upon the strips p and p’ and
projecting beyond the inner coincident edges
of the latter, a cover, D, having a flexible
hinge, o, secured between the strips p and »,
and a plate, B, secured to the base on a bevel
near the edge thereof opposite that provided
with the stop and extending underneath the
projecting edge of the stop C, substantially as
described.
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ALENXANDER B. SHERWOOD.

In presence of—
FrED MEDING,
B. JENSCH.
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