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1o aZ_Z whom it may concerrs
Be it known that I, Harornp C. PLOWE, of

- Peoria, in the county of Peoria, State of Illi-
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nois,haveinvented an Improved Snare-Drum;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a tull, clear, and exact description thereof.
“T'his invention consists, essentiall Y, 1n pro-
viding with snares the batter-head of a drum,
and inmeans for securing the same in place and
adapting them to be tightened. It has long

been }-he custom to secure in contact with the .
exterior surface of one of the headsof a drum -
several diametrical cordstermed ‘‘snares.’’ By

beating upon the opposite head of the drum
the sound thereof is considerably intensified
and sharpened by the vibration of said snares
against 1ts head. I have, however, noticed
several defects in this ordinary form of drum,
among which was that of a prolonged and dis-
agreeable humming after striking the drum,
whieh deadened its clearness of tone and pro-
longed the length of strokes swhich were de-
sived to be sharp and quick. In addition to
this, the soft or piano taps were unable to gain
a response from the snares, and were hence
deprived of the vibrant quality of tone which
was gilven to the more vigorous musie. In
sfriving to overcome these defects T finally
discovered that by furnishing snares to the

O upper or batter head of the drum in addition

to, or even exclusively of, the snares on the
usunal snare-head the disagreeable singing
of the drum was entirely prevented, and I
galned an instant and sure response of the
snares to even the lightest blows on the batter-
head. Owing to the fact that the edge of the
drum and the tightening-hoop extended down
about the upper edge of the drum-cylinder, T
found it to be extremely difficult to furnish the
batter-head with the desired snares. The at-
tachment of the snares T last accomplished by
means of the following deseribed devices.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical cen-
tral section of my improved drum. Tig. 2 is
a perspective view,upon a larger scale,of the
snare tightener and holder. Fig. 8 is a per-
spective view of the clamp for one end of the
spares. Iig. 4 is a central vertical seetion of
a portion of the drum provided with a modi-
fied form of the snare-tightener.

The drum-cylinder C,as usually arranged, is |

" —

| provided with batter-head B, snare-head D,

snares I, and tightening-hoops F.

My snares A are secured in place against
the interior surface of the batter-head B by 55
having one end thereof held by the clamp K
and at the other end passing about the roller
I, and connected to the tightening device.
Sald clamp consists of the plate I, having its
upper edge slightly notched or serrated to re- 6¢
ceive the different cords of the snare A, and
provided with screws J J' for holding said
plate tightly against the surface of the cylin-
der C, and thereby bind thercbetween the in-
serted ends of the cords. 'The objeet of said 65
serrations K* is to retain the cords composing
the snare A at exact actual distances apart,
and thereby improve the quality of the tonc
which they impart to the batter-head by keep-
ing them from interfering with each other.

The ofiice of the npper portion of the elamp
K 1s to hold the snare A in contact with the
batter-head, the lower portion, I/, being the
real clamp. |

The roller L, grooved to correspond with 75
the serrations IK° and for the same reason, is
mounted in bearings N*® af the upper end of
the plate N, secured to the interior of the eyl-
inder C, Pivoted to the lower portion of said
plate N 1s the tightening-arm 3, adjusted to- 8o
ward and from the said roller L. by means of
the thumb screw P, passing through to the out-
side of the drum. The snares,being attached
to said arm and passing about the roller I, to
the clamp diametrically opposite thereto, are
thereby held in contact with the batter-head
and enabled to be tightened or loosened by
simply tarning the thumb screw 12.

To attach the snares to the arm MM, T usually
form the upper end of the latter with the
cross-bar M, about which I loop the cords
composing the snares, onelength of cord pass-
ing twice across the drum and having its ends
fastened together by the clamp XX, while its
center is looped about the cross-bar M.

The snare-head Dis provided with the snares
I, tightened in the usual way or by means of
the device consisting of the right-and-left-
handed serew IY,engaging with nuts I, one of
which is anchored to the cylinder and theotlier 1oo
to said snares.

Other forms of snare-tighteners can he em-
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“cloth, felt,rubber,leather, &e.—canbestrétched
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g word ‘“‘damper.’’
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snares A can be passed about the roller L. or a

ployed in place of the arm M, previously de- |
seribed, without destroying the integrity of my
invention. Instead of said arrangement, the

smooth cross-arm angularly through the side |
of the drum-cylinder C to the exterior thereof,
and be connected with a tightener, I/, suitably
anchored at its other end or connected to the
snares E, sothat both sets of snares can be made
taut at the same time.

~In my previously-described means for over-
coming the disagreeable humming which ac-
companied the beating of the ordinary snare-
drum I have mentioned alone the employ-
ment of the snares in contact with the batter-
head. This is my most desirable construction
for the purpose; but there are several modifi
cations thereof which I have devised that are
capable of performing the same funetion. Kor
instance, a strip of any suitable material—as

e e

across the drum-head in contact with 1ts sur- |
face. Jiven wooden or metallic strips elastic-
ally impressed against the batter-head serve
to overcome said undesirable over tones; but
since the snares perform this office fully as |
well, or even better, than the other arrange-
ments, and are capable of other highly desir-
able results, I prefer to employ said snares for
the purpose, not restricting myself, however,
to the same.

- As a general term for designating the snares
and the other strips for deadening and damp-
ing the humming of the drum I employ the

-

What I claim as my invention,and for which
I desire Letters PPatent, is as follows, to wit :
1. In a drum, the combination, with the bat-

ter-head, of a flexible damper stretched across |
40 andin contact with the inner face of said head,

for the purpose set forth. 1
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2. Ina drum, the combination,with the bat-
ter-head, of the snares secured in contact with
the interior surface thereof, for the purposes
set; forth.

3. Ina drum, the combination,with the bat-

45

ter-head and the snare-head provided with the

“exterior snares, of the snares A, secured in

contactwith the interior surface of said batter-
head, for the purposes specified.
4. The combination, with the drum-cylinder

and the batter-head, of the snares A,anchored

to the interior-of said cylinder in contact with
the batter-head, the roller connected to said
cylinder opposite to said anchorage, and a

‘tightening device, said snares passing about
' said roller to the tightening device, substan-
‘tially as set forth, for the purpose specified.

5. Inadrum,thecombination,with thedrum,
of the clamp, the plate N, theroller L,mounted
in said plate, the arm M, having c¢ross-bar M’
and pivoted to said plate, the thumb-screw P,
engaging with the arm, and the snares A, ter-
minally secured by said clamp and cross-bar
and passing about satd roller, substantially as
described. |

6. Ina drum,the combination,with thedrum
and the snares, of the serrated ¢lamp for hold-
ing said snares, substantially as set forth.

7. Inadrum,the combination,with thecylin-
der and the batter-head, of the notched or ser-
rated clamp K, the grooved rolier L,the snares
A, and a tightening device, for the purpose
specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing in-
vention I have hereunto set my hand and seal
this 19th day of July, in the year 1336.

HAROLD C. PLOWE. [L.%.]

Witnesses:
. 5. WENK,
A. B. UrHAM.
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