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(No model.)

To all whom it ma,y concern:
Be it known that I, EDWARD G. AsMUS, of

Milwaukee, 1n the county of Milwaukee and

State of Wlsconsm have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Locks; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full clear,

and exact description of the lnventlon whlch
will enable others skilled in the art to which
16 pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to the leiters of reference marked thereon,
~which form a part of this specification.

- Themain objects of myinvention are to close
the key-hole of a lock, and thus dispense with

the drop-escutcheons commonly employed for
that purpose to prevent the key being turned

in the lock from the outside or on the side op-

posite to that from which it is locked, and to
simplify the construction of the lock.

The invention consists in the construction
and the combination of parts, whieh will be
hereinafter particularly described.

In the accompanying drawings like letters
designate the same parts in the several figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
lock with the front plate removed to disclose
the interior mechanism., Fig. 2 is a vertical
cross-section of the movable guard and the ad-

jacent portion of the lock-case, taken through

the key-hole. Fig. 3 is a per %peebwe view of
the sliding guard 'md the spring catch or de-
tent by which the wing of the key is held to
one side of the key-hole; and Fig. 4 is a ver-
tical cross-section, taken centrally through the
key-hole, of the sliding guard and a portion
of the lock-case 1n connection with the key.

B represents the lock-case, of the usunal or
any suitable form and construction by which

1t 1s rendered applicable to various positions

and uses such as locks of this class are usually
employed for.

A 1s the shdmg bolt slotted ab @ to receive
and slide over the ﬁxed post ¢, and provided
with a projection, ¢, as shown in Fig. 1.

U 1s a simple tumbler of the ordinar y form,
pwoted upon the fixed post ¢, and having a
slot, ¢/, notched at the upper side to engage
the pmjectmn «' of the bolt and retam the
same 1n either 1ts advanced or withdrawn po-

- 50 sition in the usual manner.

D is a spring acting upon the tumblel C o
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cause the notches in tumbler ¢’ to enmge the

projection o’ on bolt A.

The several parts of the lock thus descmbed
are of the ordinary well-known forms; but may
be of any suaitable construction and arrange-

ment different from that shown, although I

prefer for use with. my improvements, to be
hereinafter deseribed, a simple construction,
which is all thab is needed.

E is a plate or guard formed on opposite
sides with sockefs or recesses € ¢ to receive
and furnish bearings for the end of the key-
stem and with per fora,tlons to receive the posts
F F, upon which it is arranged to slide within
the lock-case B from side to side thereof. To
afford a greater bearing-surface and to hold
the guard E more positively in its upright po-

sition, I provide said guard with hubs or

ﬂa,nges f f around the peri‘orabmnb through
which the posts F' ¥ pass. DBy the insertion of
the key in the lock from either side the guard
E is moved thereby to the opposite side of the
lock, thus elosing the key-hole on that side
and preventing any interference with the key
from the side of the door opposite to that on
which itislocked. 1tisobviousthat whether
the key is removed from or remains in the lock
the guard E effectually closes the key-hole,
preventing drafts of air through the same.

G is a spring secured at one end to a post, g,
fixed in the lock-case and projecting at the
other end, so as to engage the wing of the key

| when the same is turned to one side of the key-

hole, and to thus prevent it from being jarred
down into a position to be forced out of the
key-hole from the opposite side by pressure
upon the guard K.

The spring G, while it is sufficiently yield-
ing or flexible to permit the wing of the key
being turned past it in either dlreetlon 1S
sutﬁclently stiff to hold it away from the key
hole, as shown in Fig. 1, in which position the
key holds the guard E against the opposite
side of the lock-case, and thus prevents the in-
sertion of a key in the other key-hole or any
instrument by which the lock could be picked
or the key therein turned. The spring G also
serves as a cabteh for locking the guard-plate
into position, so that it cannot be moved to
jar the key into position for removal.
spring therefore serves a twofold purpose, one
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being to hold the bit of the key in place, so that | tumbler C to release the bolt A and by pro-

it cannot be reached by a tool, and the other
to hoid the guard-plate in place, so that it can-
not be jarred to move the key into position for
removal.

Lo provide the desired number of changes
without multiplying the tumblers or compli-
cating the lock, so that the key of one lock
cannot be used in others, I provide the guard
E with wards e ¢, which may be variously ar-
ranged and fit corresponding clefts in the
proper key. 'These wards e e may be broken,
as shown in Fig. 1, or continuous, as shown in
Fig. 3, and in connection therewith I may em-
ploy to produce a greater number of changes
wards 0 b, as shown in Fig. 2, which may be
variously arranged on the inner sides of the
lock-case to fit various arrangements of clefts
in different keys. 1 may secure a number of

20 changes also by varying the throw of the

viding keys having wiugs of different lengths
to correspond with the required throw of the
different tumblers C.

I claim—

The combination, in a lock, of a sliding
guard movable within the lock from side to
side between the key-holes, guides for said
guard,and an interior catch or detent arranged
to engage the key to one side of the key-hole
to hold it out of line with the hole and prevent
the sliding of the plate, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing asmy
own I affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses.

EDWARD G. ASMUS.

Witnesses:

CHAS. L. Goss,
JOON A, STONE.
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