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10 all whom it may conceriv:

Beit known that I, LEvi M. DEVORE, a resi-
dent of I'reeport, in the county of Stephenson
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Carry-Combs;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which 1t pertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to improvements in
curry-combs, and is fully deseribed and ex-
plained in this specification and shown in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a bottom plan of a curry-comb
embodying my improvements. Fig. 2isa sec-
tion of the same through the line z #, Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 1s a section of the same through the line
y vy, Big. 1.

In the views, A is a flexible back of leather,
rubber, or other suitable material, and A’ isa
handle secured to the upper face of the back,
and preferably at right anglesto the line of its
On the lower face of the back
aresecured a series of rigid sections, B, prefera-
bly of cast metal, extending across the back in
lines parallel to the line of the handle A’, and,
like the handle, preferably transverse to the
line of greatest length of the back. Kach of
the sections, as illustrated in the drawings,
consists of two parallel side bars, b, joined at
their ends by plates o', formed integrally with
the side bars, and pierced with holes for riv-
ets, by means of which the section is fastened
to the back. A seriesof thin webs, b”, having
their outeredges toothed or serrated, asshown,
are formed integrally with the side bars,), and
extend transversely across the space between
them. Theendsofthewebsd” projecton either
side beyond the side bars, and the contiguous
sections are so placed with reference to each
other that the ends of the webs of one section
slightly overlap the ends of the corresponding
webs of the next seetion. The different sections
are separated by spaces sufficient to allow the
bending of the back about the lines between
the sections, the face of the back on which the
sections are fastened being inward and becom-
ing concave when the back is bent; and it is
evident that as the ends of the webs )" project

the sections necessary to permit of such bend-
ing of the back is considerably less when the
sections are offset in the manner deseribed than
if they were so placed as to bring each web In
the same plane with the corresponding web in
the next section. The necessity for making
the back flexible in the manner described and
the difference in the use of a curry-comb hav-
ing such a flexible back as compared with one
having a rigid back are too evident to require
explanation.

The sections B may be considerably varied
1n form without changing their use, the man-
ner of their application to the back, or the op-
eration of the completed curry-comb. It 18
evident that the base of each of the sections,
instead of being a skeleton base consisting of
the side bars, b, and the cross-plates ', may be
a solid plate, on which the webs " are cast di-
rectly; but the form shown and desceribed op-
erates equally as well as one having a solid
base, and is considerably lighter and cheaper.
The sections may, if desired, be made of sheet
metal, the toothed webs 0" being struck up
from the sheet which forms the base; but 1 am
satisfied from my experiments with both forms
that the cast-metal sections are as effective as
those made of sheet metal, and are somewhat
cheaper to manufactuve. The teeth of the webs
shown In the drawings are ordinary saw-teeth,
having the same bevel on both sides. The form
of these teeth 18, however, not essential, the
only object to be attained being the providing
of the sections with projections of such nam-
ber, size, and sharpness as will make the curry-
comb operative and eftective.

Having now described and explained my in-
vention, what I claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, 15—

1. In a curry-comb, the combination of a
flexible back,a loop or handle fastened to and
extending across the upper tace of the back,
and a series of sections fastened to the lower
face of the back in lines approximately parallel
to the line of the handle, and provided with
teeth arranged in lines transverse to the line
of the handle, substantially asand for the pur-
pose seb forth.

2. The combination,with the back A, of the
rigid parallel sections B, lastened to the baclk,

outside of the side bars, b, the space between 1| each of said sections consisting of a base-plate
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and a series of tr‘msverse webs formed inte-
orally with the base-plate and having their

exposed edges formed with teeth, Substantn]l y.

as and for the purpose set forbh

3. The combination, with the back A and the

‘handle A’, fastened to the upper face of the

back, of the rigid metal sections B, fastened to
the lower face of the back in lines pa,rallel with
the handle A, each of said sections being made

up of parallel side bars, b b, end plates,d’, con-

necting said side bars and adapted to be riv-

_ 389 451

eted tothe back,and t1 111qverse webs 07, formed
integrally with the side bars and havmfr their
edges serrated, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth "'

In tesmmony whereof I have signed thls speci-

fication in the presence of two subsm 1bmu~ wif-

nesses.
TLEVI M. DEVORE.
Witnesses:
R. H. WILES,
WALLACE GREENE.
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