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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM T, LEGATES, &

alsburg, in the county of Caroline and State of
Maryland, have invented new and useful 1m-
provementsin Whiffletrece-Hooks, of which the
following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements 1in
whiifletree-hooks such as are adapted to con-
nect a singletree or doubletree to the clevisof
a plow-beam; and it consists in the construc-
tion and novel combination of parts hereinaf- |
ter described, 1llustrated 1nthe accompanying
drawings, and pointed out in the appended
claims.

Figure 1 of the drawings represents a side
elevation of a whiffletree-hook embodying the
invention and conpecting a singletree and
plow-beam. I'ig. 2 represents a longitudinal
sectional view of the hook detached with the
lateh-arm throsyn baek.

Referring tothe drawings by letter, A desig-
nates a plow-beam, B the clevis attached
thereto, and b the clems ring.

C is a singletree having the traces attached
to its ends and provided Wlth the pivotal clip
¢, which passes through the eye of the whiffle-
tree-hook ). The said hook has the opposite
ears E  depending from a point below its eye
and the ears ¢ ¢ depending from 1ts point and
forming between them the seat ¢’ for the arm
F, the butt F' of which 1s pivoted between the -
ears K. Thesaid buttis generally rectangular,
and is provided with the angular corners f 1, be- |
tween which is the flat edge /', nearly parallel
with the arm, and the rounded corner f* be-
tween its lower edge and eund.

G is a strong spring secured at one end to
the inner surface of the shank of the hook and
with its free end bearing upon the butt ¥ of
the arm ¥. When the said arm is closed, the
spring presses upon the flat edge fon the oPp-
posite side of the pivotal point and retains it |

| elosed, and when the arm is turned off or open

the spring presses upon its lower surface 45
turned upward and keeps it extended. 'The
arm, when closed, will keep the clevis-ring b,
whlch engages the hook, from being accl-
dentally detached. The seat ¢ is preferably
made curved, and the convex upper surface of so
the arm F fils snugly thereln.

Having described my invention, I claim—

1. A whiffletree-hook having the ears e ¢
depending from the under side of its point,
forming the seat ¢ between them, an arm piv- g3
oted near the eye of the hook and resting in
the seat between the ears ¢ ¢, and a spring se-
cured to the inner snrface of the shank of the
hook and bearing on the butt of said arm to
hold the same either open or closed, as set Co
forth.

2. A whiffletree - hook provided with oppo-
site ears standing outward from its eye, an arm
having its heel pivoted between said ears and
closing the space between the eye and point of 65
the hook, and a spring having its fixed end se-
cured to the inner surface of the shank of the
hook and its free end pressing on the butt of
the arm to retain the same either open or
closed, substantially as specified.

3. The herein-described whiftletree- hook
having the eye d, the ears X E standing from
the eye, the concave seat ¢ on its point, the
arm F,having therectangular butt I, provided
with the angular corners f f, the rounded cor- 75

70

‘ners f?, and the straight flat edge 77/, and the

spring (x, secured to the shank of the hook and
bearing on the butt of the said arm, substan-
tially as specified.

Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my 8o
own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM T. LEGATES.

Witnesses:

WiLLiaMm H. ALBURGER,
JAMES H. MOORE.
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