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To all whom it may concerm: |

Be 1t known that I, Josiam F. FrRENCH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Phila-
delphia, in the county of PPhiladelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Can-Opener, of which the following
18 a description.

My invention relates to improvements in
can-openers; and it consists of a conveniently-
formed can-opener having a single blade at
its end,with a guide of or nearly of the same
length as the blade parallel to and a short
distance from the blade, and having side
pleces on each side of the blade, the parts of
these side pieces between the guide and the
blade acting as fulecrums when the can-opener
18 Inserted in a can., T'hese side pieces have
projections which extend beyond the blade on
each side of the blade and act as gnards to
prevent the top of the c¢an rising and interfer-
Ing with or cutting the operator by means of
the rough cut edges of the top of the can when
the can is partially opened.

The object of my invention is to provide a

compact, simple, and efficient can- opener
which will remove the danger to the operator
of being cut by the top of the ecan springing
up when the can-opener is in use, and at the
same time insuring the catting of the can near
the edge. In order to provide a more cer-
tain acting fuleram and to aveid the slipping
S0 common 1n can-openers, I prefer to con-
struct that portion of the side pieces befween
the knife and the gulde coneave, as shown in
Figures 4 and 5. 1 may also put upon it a
sharp edge, in which case the slipping is ab-
solutely avoided; but I do not intend to limit
myself to the use of a concave or sharpened
fulerum. I attain these objects by construct-
ing the can-opener as shown in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

- Fig. 118 a view in perspective of theentire
can-opener. Iig. 2 is an inverted plan view

showing the pointed blade and guide beneath |

the side pieces, the projections in the side
pleces beyond, the handle and blade being
broken off. Iig. 3isan end viewshowingthe
side pieces with the projections, the gnide
above, and the blade below. Figs, 4 and b
show views with blade removed, showing con-
cave fulerum and sharpened fulernm.

. away from the pointed end of the blade.

Serial No. 250,529, (No model,)

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

The handle A, the guide I, and the side
pieces, I I, may be made in one piece. The
pointed blade D is secured to the main piece
A Ii L by means of a bolt, B B, (shown in Iig.
3.) Thegunide E'may haveupon its lowersur-
face a slight projection, I, to form a closer
joint when the blade D is inserfed in a can.

The operation of the can-openeris as follows:
When the can-opener is inserted in the top of
the can, the guide K, being equal in length
with the blade D, must necessarily be without
the can in order that the blade may enter,
and, the distance between the guide and the
blade being small,theblade D musteutaround
the can at or near the edge of the can, and
consequently the blade D makes a regular-
shaped orifice. Similarly, if the blade D be
mserted 1n the side of the can, the guide I,
resting 1n the top of the can, will cause the
blade to cut off the top of the can very neatly
and without destroying the sides of the ean.

It can readily be seenthat if the blade D be
inserted in the can the part X of the side
piece, L, will always rest on the can, and when
the handle A is pressed down the part K will
act as a fulerum, cnabling the operator to ex-
ert greater force on the blade, and conse-
quently to cut through the can with greater
case, than 1 the handle itself or the blade it-
self were compelled toact asthe pivotal peint;
and 1f the part K be made concave or sharp-
ened 16 will bite into the metal and form a
fixed fulcroam. The projections € C of the
side pieces, I, have an edge inclined slightly
The
projection C,in eatting open thetop of the can,
keeps the top, when partially cut, from rising
ip. Of course,whentheincisionis made inthe
side of the can,the projecting guards C areun-
necessary and perform no function. It is ob-
vious that as there are two side pieces, L, and
two projections U, and as the blade D is pointed
and has twosharpened edges, the can-opener
can be uscd as readily by a left-handed per-
son as by a right-handed person.

Having now fully described my invention,
what 1 elaim, and desire to protect by Letters
Patent, 18—

In a can-opener, in combination, a pointed
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blade attached to a handle, a guide parallel to ; and at an angle to the plane of the blade sub
“and a short distance from the said blade and stantlally as shown and described.

extending substantm]ly the whole length of -

said blade, and a side piece between the sald | - JOSIAH F FRENOCH.
5 bladeand said guide, said side piece being con- | Witnesses: -

structed concave and a projeetion located af | BUTLER KENNER HARDI\TG

the ﬁxed end of the blade extendmg beyond | R. M. HUNTER.
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