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To all whom it may concermn :

Be it known that I, CIARLES A. TATUM, a
resident of the city, county, and State of New
York,have invented an improved Bottle-Stop-

5 per Holder, of which the following isa spect-
fication.

The objeet of my invention is to provide an
1improved holder for bottle and jar stoppers,
but more particularly for those stoppers that

10 are made of glass.

The invention consists in the combination,
with a rigid stopper body or cover having un-
dercut recesses on its upper side, of an elastic
bridge placed over the stopper and having

15 1ts ends sprung into said undercut recesses.

The invention also consists in the combina-
tion, with said stopper and elastic bridge, of
a bail carried by the bottle and adapted to
ride on said bridge to hold the stopper on the

20 bottle-neck.

The invention also consists in the details of
improvement, that are more fully hereinafter
set forth.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

25 drawings,forming part of this specification,in
which— |

Figure 1 is a vertical cross-section on the

line ¢ ¢, Fig. 3, through the upper part of a

bottle and stopper, showing my improved

30 stopper-fastener in position. Fig. 218 a ver-
tieal cross-section on the line & £, IYig. 3, also
showing my improvements in position on the
bottle. T'ig. 3 is a plan view of a bottle pro-
vided with my improvements; and Fig. 4 1s a

25 vertical cross-section through a bottle neck
and stopper, showing a modified form of
bridge. |

In the acecompanying drawings,the letter A
represents a portion of a bottle or jar, and I3

40 represents a stopper or cover adapted to close
said bottle. In the drawings the stopper B

is shown as having a downwardly-projecting
portion, «, that fits snugly within the bottle-

neck; but the stopper or cover B may be of

45 any other approved general construction.
On the upper side of the stopper B are un-
dercut recesses b. 1In Ifig. 1 are represented

two recesses, b, diametrically opposite each
other, while in Fig. 2 is represented an under-
so cut annular groove, b, which is merely two
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semi-annular recesses placed with their ends

in communication on the upper side of the
stopper,either one of which forms is desirable.
The recesses b are adapted to receive the ends

d of an elasticbridge or arch, 1), which bridge 55
when in position will be above thestopper B,

as shown.

In attaching the bridge to the stopper the
ends of the bridge are to be sprung into the
recesses b, the outward or inward spring tend- 6c¢
ency of the bridge (as the case may be) act-
ing at its ends with the recesses to hold the
parts B and D together. When the bridge
has an inward spring tendency at its ends,the
recesses to receive theends of the bridge slant 6z
inward instead of outward. DBy the above
means the bridge D is securely held to the
stopper B, at the same time admitting of ready
attachment. In Fig.1 the bridge D 1s shown
curved at e, the ends d extending from sald yo
carve, while in Fig. 4 said curve is dispensed
with; but the elastic bridge at its ends may
have any desired form. Near the center of
the bridge D is or may be a depresgion, f, Into
which part of a bail, E, may sink, as shown. 75
The bail E is of the ordinary or suitable con-
struction, and it is pivoted at its ends g to
pius or supports £, carried by the bottle A.
The bail E is adapted to be swung over the
neck of the bottle, and, when the stopper 1s 8o
in position, to straddle and ride upon the
bridge D to hold the stopper on the bottle.
The bail B is so proportioned that when in
the position shown in the drawings it will ex-
ert a considerable downward pressure upon 85
the bridge, so as to hold the stopper firmly;
but when swung toward the end of the bridge
the bail will permit the stopper to be re-
moved from over the bottle-neck.

In order to retain the stopper on the bail K, go
cven when the bottle is open, 1 provide the
bridge with a loop, ¢, that passes over the
top of the bail, as shown, thereby confining
the bail between the bridge and theloopt. 1
prefer that this loop ¢ should be an integral 93
part of the bridge, and to this end I construct
it by cutting slits in the bridge and then fore-
ing the loop ¢ away from the main part of the
bridge, leaving room betwecen them for the
bail E to freely play; bui,if preferred,the loop 100
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¢ could be a piece of wire secured at ils ends
to the bridge D, or looped to the bm] as shown
by dotted lmes in Fig. 2.

With this 1mproved fastener any desired
form of stopper can be used, provided it has

recesses or a groove to receive the ends of the
elastic brldge D. 1f one stopper should be-

come broken, another ean be readily substi-
tated wmhout having to change the fastener.

Having now described my 1nvent10n what

I claim is—

1. The combination, with a stopper having
undercub recesses b, of the elastic bridge D
having its ends Spmng into said recesses, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described.
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- 2. The stopper B, having undercut recesses

b, combined with the bridge D, having its

ends sprung 1nto said recesses, and with the
bail E, carried by the bottle, subsbanbmlly as

deserlbed
- 3. The stopper B, hzwmg undercuat recesses

b, combined with the bridge D, having its ends

| splung into said recesses, and loop ¢ on said

bridge, substantially as and for the purpose
hercin shown and descubed |

C. A. TATUM.

Witnesses: |
HARRY M. TURK,
GUSTAV SCHNEPPL,
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