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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRaNcIs HILL, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of San-
dusky county, in the State of Ohio, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
In Buggy-Tops, of which the following is a
specification.
~ This invention relates to a device for rais-
1ng and lowering the top of a buggy from the
Inside; and its object is to provide a device of
this character possessing advantages in point
of simiplicity, durability, Inexpensiveness, and
general efficiency.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a side elevation
of a buggy-top embodying my invention,parts
being broken away to show the construction.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device re-
moved. Fig. 3isadetail sectional view of the
connection between the braces and the ralsing
and lowering device. |

Corresponding parts in the figures are de-
noted by the same letters of reference.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
buggy-top comprising the ordinary bows, «,
and the side and top braces, & a’, respectively.

B designates an operating-rod, preferably
approximately U-shaped, and provided at its
ends with oppositely-disposed circular pro-
jections b b, having transverse eyes or perfo-
rations & 0’. This rod is disposed within the
top of the buggy-top, and has sécured in the
eyes or perforations horizontal pins C C by
means of set-screws ¢ ¢. The pins C pass
through oppositely-disposed eyes or pertora-
tions ¢’ in one of the bows ¢. Plates D D are
provided upon the pins C, one at each side of
the bow, having concave inner faces conform-
ing to the contour of said bow, while the outer
faces of the inner plates have circular raiged
portions 4 d, against which the projections b
rest. Collars E Eare provided npon the pins,
having tapering central projections, ¢ e. The
plates D and collars E are secured to the bow
Dy bolts or screws ¢ ¢/, and the leather top is
disposed between the outer plates and the ¢ol-
lars. The outer portions of the pins pass
through the inner ends of the top braces,
through the adjoining ends of the side braces,
and are provided at their outer screw-threaded
ends with nuts¢’¢. The portions of the pins

which engage the side braces are formed an-
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| gular, and are located in corresponding eyes

or recesses 1n said braces, so that when the
bar Bisoperated the bracesarecarried thereby.

The operation and advantages of my inven-
tion will be readily understood by those skilled
in the art to which it appertains.

The projecting arms of the operating-bar
are normally rearwardly inclined and at an
angle to the side braces, and when it is de-
sired to lower the top the said bar is drawn
forward, thus throwing the top sections of the
side braces back and out of locked position.
T'o raise the top, it is drawn up and the oper-
ating-bar reversed, thereby locking the top in
this position. |

It will be obvious that the above deseribed
device can be applied to any buggy-top by re-
moving the pins connecting the braces and
substituting the pins above described; and by
the employment of my device the top can be
raised or lowered effectively from the interior
of the vehicle.

It will be further ¢bvious that by unlocking
one of the side braces from the cxterior the
corresponding brace upon the other side is
also unlocked, thus permitting the top to be
lowered from either side.

- I elaim as my invention--

1. An attachment for vehicle-tops,compris-
ing an operating bar and pins secured at its
ends and adapted to be rigidly secured to the
side braces of the vehicle-top, substantially as
set; forth.

2. An attachment for vehicle-tops,compris-
Ing an operating-bar and pins secured at its
ends adapted to be passed through one of the
bows at each side through the top braces, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. An attachment for vehicle tops, compris-
ing an operating-bar, pins secured at its ends
and adapted to be passed through one of the
bows at each side, through the top braces, and
rigidly secured to the side braces, and plates
secured at each side of said bows, substantially
as set forth. |

In testimony whereof I afiix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

| FRANCIS HILL.
Witnesses:
GEo. A. Hoor,
CLARENCE H1LL.
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