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o 70 all whom it may CONncerm:

Be it known that I, SALEM EMANUEL KIE-
ROLF, of Jacksun, in the county of Madison
and Sbate of Tennessee, have invented a new

5 and useful Improvement in Carriage-Tops, of
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which the following 1is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accempan) ing draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my lmproved car-
riage-top. Fig. 2 is a similar view thereof,
shomng it folded; and Fig. 3 is a view of the
brace in modlﬁed form, the knuckle-joint
being substituted by a spring.

This invention contemplates lmpwvements
in carriage-tops, having for its objeet to more
especially provide for convenience and facility.
in getting in and out of the carriageor vehicle,
and to these eunds the nature of the invention
consists of the combination of parts, including
their construction, substantially as hereinafter
fully set forth, and pointed out in the claims.

In the embodiment of my invention 1 em-
ploy, in the ordinary form of carriage top, in
lieu of the common front bow, a bow, A, re-
stricted in its limits to the canopy or cover.
This bow, together w ith the middle bow,B,and

- back bow, C, is connected to and heldin its
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normal eleveted position by means of the-

usnal form of braces or stays, D D',
B It are additional braces or stays, whieh

serve in the capacity formerly filled by the

~ lower portions of the ordinary front bow, and

whlch are bolted or otherwise connected ab
- their upper forward ends to the sides of the
bow A, while their lower inner ends are suit-

ably connected to the middie bow, B, well up

‘out of the way. The stays or braces B are

~each formed 1n two parts which are connected
together by a knuckle-joint, as at a; or they |

| 40 may each be fermed with a S]glmg to ta.ke the

| (Ne meﬂel.} |
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place of said knucklegomb as at a’,in the m0d1
fication embraced in Iig. 3, 1n the present in-

stance a coiled spring bemg shown, to permm | _.;:...:_.:

of the inward folding of the braces as required.

inlowering the top. Thelower portions of the . 4 5,

stays-or braces It are offset, as at b, from the

middle braces, B, while above theu joints or ”ﬁﬁ
flexible points they areinwardly carved, soas -
to effect the holding of the top in an elevated S
position and to sustain’ the top in its lowered 0';-"; E
‘position, the upper or outer pertmus of said

braces resting, when the top is in the latter

position, upon the mlddle bow, as shewn in.

| Fig. 2.

what I claim, and desv e to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. In a ea,ul'an*e t0p, the combm"ttmn mth

the. front bow restricted to the canopy or cover
and the middle bow, of the additional bracee 60_5';;---:;_“2;5

connected tosaid fxont and middle bows, and

‘in addition, to yielding or flexing inward, each
‘having an ‘offset near its lower end and in-
‘wardly curved above its flexing or yleldmg
point or joint, permitting the braces, as the 655.

top folds down, to rest upon the middle bow

and sustain the top in the lowered p031t10n . 5

substantially as set forth. |
2. In a carriage-top, the eombmetlon Wlth

Having thus fully desm 1bed my mventmn, 5 5

the front bow restricted to the canopy or cover, 70

and the middle bow, of the additional bmces R

connected to said front and middle bows, and

said spring, subsbantmlly as seb forth.
SALEM EMANUEL KIDROLF

Witnesses: |
| W. D. KIEROLI‘

T. L. ADAMS. . '

each being for med with a springand an offset
near its lower end and inwardly curved '1bove'_:_-_ :._ ;I;-:.__---;':-ij.;-;:;:;
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