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-To all whom it may concertv:

- Be 1t known that 1, FREDERICK GREGSON

~ a subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-

ingat Springfield Place, Bradford,inthe county
of York, England, traveler, have invented cer-

tain _new and useful Improvements in Life
- Preservers or Buoys, (for which I have ob-
‘tained patents in Great Britain, No. 7,585,
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dated May 25,1887,and in France,No.185,259,
dated August 9, 1887 ,) of which the followmg
1S & sl)eclhcatlon

The invention has for its object a novel con-

struction of life preserver or float, which is
capableof readyapplicationand inﬂation when
required for use, and in its normal or non-in-
flated condition IS capable of being folded or

~ rolled, so as to occupy only a small space,
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_Lhereby enabling it to be carried about the

person,ready for use at any moment of emer-
gency. For this purpose 1 construet a bag
of water-proof material—such as “Ma,cmtosh”
or india-rubber, gutta-percha, or other water-

proof substance—covered or in combination |
with silk, cotton, flax, or other suitable mate--

rial. Iform this bag with three holes,through

- the center one of which the head is passed,

3G

and through each of the others an arm, so that
the life-preserver when in position on the per-

son extends across the top of theshoulders,over

the chest and back,around the neck and ander
and around each arm. 'The life preserver or

‘buoy is also provided with a tube fitted with

" a tap or valve, by which means the preserver
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or buoy may be readily inflated by the wearer
blowing into the tube, and when sufficiently
inflated the air will be retained by means of
the tap or valve. -
And in order that the sald nwenbwn nmy be

“more clearly understood and readily carried.
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into effect, I will proceed, aided by the accom-
panying dmwmws more fully to describe the
same.

- In the drawings, Flgme 1is a front view of
alife preserver or buoy constructed according
to my invention and showing the same mﬂated
and in position for use. Fig. 9 isa plan thereof,

~and Fig. 3 1s a front view of the life preserver
I‘lgs 4 and 5 are

Or buoy before inflation.

' vertical sectwns mSpectwe] y on the lmes l 1?[:--
In all the ﬁwules of the dmw ncr‘s hhe palts__'_ SRR

and 2 2 of Fig. 2.

are marked Wlth similar letters of refereuce

a represents the body of the life preserver . .
or buoy, which is formed of a ring or tubular
gutta- percha, G
or other water-proof subsbmeemeovered orin - -
combination with sﬂk, cotton, flax, or other_ o
{ suitable material. | |

In the body « of the hfe plese1 Vel or buoy-
I form three holes or apertures, one, b, at the - .
center, through whieh the head of the wear er . - .
is passed and one, V', at each side thereof,
through ecmh of whlch an arm of the wearerl

shaped bag of water-proof m&termlﬁ-—such as
““Macintosh’ or india-rubber,

1S passed so that when in position for use the

life preserver or buoy extends across the top
of the shoulders of the wearer, over the chest
‘and back, ar ound the neck and around each .
arm, no Lles or other fastemnﬁs bemg 1equued'

to retam the same in plaee.

buoy,whereby in the event of one of the cham-

tended

Both the Jnnel and outer comparbments of
the life preserver or buoy are provided w1t,h=
a flexible tube, d, fitted with a tap or valve, e,
by which means Dhe preserver or buoy may be
readily inflated by the wearer blowing into -

The life preserver or buo}qu bllOWﬂ in the.lf-_
drawings I have ar 1‘11106(1 in two water- -tight .
chmmbels or compartments divided centrally
by a partition, c, extending all around the =~ -
75
bers or compartments becoming a,eeldentally:':_g '-_'
perfma,ted the other will 1eta1u suficient air -~
to insure the life preserver or buoy hauvmg]j' U
- sufficient flotative power for bhe purpose m-;
* 80.:--3.

BRADFQBD5 OOUN TY ZQF: e
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the tube d through the tap orvalve ¢, and when

Sufﬁmentlymﬂated the air will be retamed by
The tap or valvee -_
will also permit of the escape of the contamed_' IR

90

means of the tap or valvee.

air when the life preserver or buoy 13 not re-
quired for use.

The life preservel or- btl{)) is furmshed on

‘the front with a small pocket, f, to receive the -

outer tap or valve, e, and with a turn-down
ﬁ‘Lp, g, to cover and protect the tube d. The
inner tube and tap or Valve ]16 between the
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chest of the wearer and the buoy,and are thus
fully protected against injury. --

1f desired, the partltlon ¢ and second inflat-
1ng-tube d and tap or valve e may be dispensed

5 wilth. | |
Having now particularly described and as-
certained the nature of my sald Invention and
~1n what manner the same is to be performed,

I declare that what I elaim is—

10 1. A life preserver or buoy consisting of a
continuous tubular-shaped bag, a, of watel
proof material,provided with th ree apertures,

bV, for the neck and arms, 1espectlvely,and
Sultable inflating means, substmtn]ly as set;

15 forth. | |
2. A life preserver or buoy consisting of a
continuous tubular-shaped bag, a, of water-
proof material,provided with three. apertures,
b bV, for the neck and ar ms, respectively, a

20 lonnltudmal partition, e, extendmﬂ entirely |

around the bag, whereby the bag isdivided into
two parallel air chambers or compartments,
which extend around the {front and back, and
under and over the arm-apertures, and suit-
able means for 1nflating said compartments 25
substantially as shown :-.md described.

3. A life preserver or buoy consisting of a
continuous tubular-shaped bag, a, of water-
proof material,provided with three apertures,

b b b, for the neck and arms, respectively, a 30
tube, d, provided with a tap-valve, ¢, a pocket,
7, for supporting the tube and valve when nof,
i use, and a turn-down flap, ¢, for covering -
and protecting the tube, substfmtiqlly as and
for the purpose set for th.
- FRED. GREGSON

Witnesses:

B. J. B. MILLS,

C. M. WHITE,
Both of 23 Smothampion Bmldmge London.
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